
Petition 0084/2012 by P.S.W. (Portuguese) on the workings of the courts of the 
European Union, specifically its Civil Service Tribunal 

The petitioner was a European Commission official from 1994 to 2009 and is now 
retired. In brief, the petitioner has brought a number of actions in the General Court, 
complaining about his staff report, which was written by a Director-General of the 
Commission, who has since been suspended from his duties. The petitioner claims to 
have had his complaints heard before the General Court, but not the Civil Service 
Tribunal which in 2005 became a specialised jurisdiction in the field of European 
Union civil service disputes; this competence had previously been exercised by the 
Court of Justice and, after its creation in 1989, by what is now the General Court. The 
petitioner believes that the way in which judges are recruited, particularly for the Civil 
Service Tribunal, does not meet impartiality criteria, since the majority are recruited 
from amongst ex-officials of the institutions, such as the European Commission and 
the European Parliament, making them interested parties in hearings on European 
Union civil service and employee disputes. In the petitioner’s opinion, judges who are 
ex-officials cannot give impartial judgments on cases involving the institutions for 
which they used to work.

Information

– Appended to this petition is an opinion of the Legal Service of the European 
Parliament, following a request from the Registry pursuant to a request by a 
third party who wishes to access the content of this petition. Informed of this, 
the petitioner has no objections to his petition being made public and its 
content being made accessible to any interested party, despite the accusations 
that he makes concerning a number of people, particularly judges, whom he 
identifies individually. The opinion of the legal service is in line with the 
wishes of the third party and the petitioner to make public this petition, but it 
stipulates that the name of involved parties that have not authorised 
publication of their names, pursuant to the applicable legislation should not be 
discussed.

Recommendations

– Declare admissible.
– Forward to the Committee on Legal Affairs to for opinion.


