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I. Introduction

At its meeting on 14 November 2011 the Working Party on Fundamental Rights, Citizens'

Rights and Free Movement (FREMP) held a first exchange of views on the proposal for a 

Decision on the European Year of Citizens (2013). 

II. Presentation by the Commission

COM representative presented the proposal and explained its context. He underlined the crucial

importance of the initiative in the current times of crisis when EU citizens need to be aware of their 

rights. While the present greatest challenge for the EU is the economic crisis, the latter is coupled 

with a crisis of confidence between European institutions and citizens.
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"The European Year of Citizens" is an initiative meant to explain the central role of citizens in EU 

developments. 2013 was chosen for a twofold reason: it precedes with one year the elections to the 

EP and marks the 20th anniversary of the creation of European citizenship introduced by the 

Maastricht Treaty. 

The objective of this initiative is to raise awareness of citizens of the rights attached to Union 

citizenship, in particular as regards the core right of freedom of movement and electoral rights and 

to stimulate discussions on the rights of EU citizens. 

The initiative will be centered around a centrally managed information campaign and will rely on 

all partners (institutions, national parliaments and networks of civil society) to distribute the 

message. It will target the general public (especially, women, young people etc.) and involve media 

closely. The initiative will be deployed at local, regional, national and European level through 

events, debates on the benefits of European citizenship.

II. Delegations' positions

Four delegations stressed the importance of balancing promotion of European citizens' rights with

responsibilities that the EU citizenship entails. One delegation asked for a clarification of this aspect 

in  recitals (3) and (17) of the proposal. Another delegation supported this drafting proposal. 

One delegation asked COM for an explanation on possible ways to mobilize citizens for action in 

this field. Three other delegations had questions about the funding of events organized in the 

framework of this initiative. 

COM agreed to analyze and comment on the delegations' suggestions at a later stage. 

_____________________


