
Associazione Lettori di Lingua Straniera in Italia
Association of Foreign Lecturers in Italy

                                                          "Equal citizens, equal rights, equal treatment"

                                                                                                                                      Via S. Vitale 7
                                                                                                                                  37129 VERONA
                                                                                                                                                      Italy

                                                                                                                                +39 347 4297324
                                                                        

petried@sis.it

11 January 2011
      
                                                                                                                                    

Petitions committee 25 January 2011- Foreign lecturers ‘lettori’ in Italian Universities

Summary with update:

Italian law 382 (art 28) stipulates a rule that foreign lecturers (lettori) in Italian Universities 
can be employed with annual contracts, renewable for a maximum of 5 times. No such clause 
applies to non-Italian workers. 

On 9 February 1989, the Italian Constitutional Court declares that rule illegitimate. 

The ECJ finds Italy to be failing in its Treaty obligations with regard to illegitimate 
discrimination on the grounds of nationality (cases decided in 1989, 1993, 1997, 2001, 2006 
and 2008) with regard to access to jobs, duration of contract, increments for years of service 
and pension and social security rights. 

The European Parliament passes a resolution, 13 July 1995 condemning mobbing and human 
rights abuses of lettori in Verona University, Parliament passes further resolutions on 25 
February 1996 and 27 October 2000.

Italy changes its legislation in (law 236) 1995 – mass sackings follow in many universities as 
lettori claimed they are being downgraded to technicians, as a pretext to paying them less. 

ECJ (26 June 2001) rejects law 236 and finds Italy to have failed to uphold its Treaty 
obligations. 

Italy changes its legislation in 2004 (law 63).

ECJ (18 July 2006) decides that Italy has again failed to fulfil its obligations but that law 63 
may provide a framework for conforming with its previous judgments.

23 December 2010 the Italian Senate approves higher education (‘Gelmini’) reform. 30 
December Italian president Giorgio Napolitano signs the new law but adds a “critical note” 
on Art 26 (concerning foreign lettori) suggesting that it may conflict with the Italian 
constitution. Art. 26 re-interprets law 236.



Lawyers representing ALLSI advise that Art 26 is directly in contrast with the decisions of 
the ECJ in 2001 and 2006, which declared that law 236 could not regulate contracts of the 
lettori and is in contrast with articles 24 and 111 of the Italian constitution as well as article 6 
of the European Convention on Human Rights. 

9 February 1993, lettori present a petition to David Martin MEP, European Parliament.


