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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Petitions calls on the Committee on Legal Affairs, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Underlines that the right to petition the European Parliament is one of the fundamental 
pillars of European citizenship, providing the tools for increasing public participation in 
the European Union’s decision-making process and emphasises, in light of this, the 
Committee on Petitions’ crucial role as the effective juncture between the citizen, 
Parliament and the Commission;

2. Calls on the European Commission to acknowledge the role of petitions in monitoring the 
application of European Union law and points out that petitions are among the first 
indicators of problems related to bad implementation of EU legislation;

3. Reiterates its previous requests that the Committee on Petitions be provided with clear 
information on the stages reached in infringement procedures also covered by open 
petitions;

4. Highlights the significant number of petitions received on issues related to the economic 
and social crises and the austerity measures, which risk to undermine the citizens' social 
rights  and remembers  that Europe needs to put the citizens first and work for their well-
being;

5. Considers that, in light of the current economic situation,  the EU legislation, needs to be 
even more effective and efficient, bringing benefits at minimum costs and paying full 
attention to the principles of subsidiary and proportionality;

6. Underlines that due to the poor management of a public sector, the burden on the citizens 
is constantly rising; therefore urges the Commission and Member States to put more 
efforts in this sphere in order to improve the management of this sector and reduce costs;

7. Stresses that citizens, businesses and other stakeholders expect a simple and predictable 
regulatory framework; indicates that excessive regulation disrupts competitiveness and 
retards the growth of economy; points, therefore, to the need of a reduction in bureaucracy 
and administrative burdens and calls on the Commission to identify the pieces of 
legislation where regulatory costs can be reduced;

8. Urges Member States to avoid unnecessary administrative requirements and burdens for 
enterprises; Member States therefore should clearly identify mandatory provisions of EU 
law and measures for their implementation proposed by parliaments on the national level, 
together with clarifications regarding the establishment of additional (not that indicated in 
the EU law) provisions;

9. Considers that Member States while transposing EU law to the national system should 
either quantitatively precisely transpose provisions of the directive or explain why it 
considers that it is necessary to expand transferable provisions more than it is required by 
the determined minimum requirements of EU law;
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10. Points out that one of the main problems faced by Member States are formal legal 
requirements in the stages of drafting, legislation, planning or adoption of legislative acts; 
notes that process of EU law transposition may protract even more if during the term of 
these stages the composition of the government changes; besides, problems also arise 
from the lack of coordination or cooperation between departments of administrative 
institutions, responsible for transposition of directives' provisions;

11. Requests a detailed assessment of the actual benefits and costs of the complaint 
mechanisms (EU Pilot, Solvit, etc.);

12. Underlines that an initial experimental stage of EU Pilot is already over, now it is a well-
tried working method, allowing for the Commission, Member States involved in the 
project, and the citizens to achieve necessary results; notes that the lack of complainants’ 
involvement in the EU Pilot and of public access to the documents within EU Pilot is seen 
as a main problem of this tool,  for these reasons clear rules on the participation of 
complainants should be adopted through legally binding measures;

13. Urges to improve cooperation and efficiency of the project of EU Pilot, first of all, to 
comply with agreed tentative terms more strictly and to improve a quality of the 
Commission’s questions and Member States' answers;

14. Urges the Commission to help competitive national institutions to ensure appropriate 
transposition and application of EU rules and to determine the main risk factors to timely 
and appropriate implementation of new (or partly amended) pieces of legislation, as well 
as to recommend, what risk reduction factors have to be foreseen in the implementation 
plans; also, to pay more attention to the development of communication of bilateral 
national administrations and the Commission as well as to other forms of support to 
Member States;

15. Calls on the Commission to provide public access to information on infringement cases 
through a user-friendly database, providing comprehensive information on the 
infringements related to specific EU legislative acts or to a Member State;

16. Considers that the Commission should propose a Regulation governing the rules of the 
pre-infringement and the infringement procedures. The development of these rules should 
go through a consultation process prior to the legislative decision making procedure;

17. Pays attention to a constantly decreasing number of unfinished infringement cases; it is 
appreciated that Member States put much efforts to eliminate infringements without 
judicial process.


