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AMENDMENTS

The Committee on Petitions calls on the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home 
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following amendments in its report:

Amendment 1

Proposal for a decision
Recital 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2a) Any citizen of the Union and any
natural or legal person residing or having 
its registered office in a Member State, 
should be able, individually or jointly with 
others, at any time, to exercise his/her 
right to petition the European Parliament 
under Article 227 TFEU.

Or. en

Justification
The right of petition is guaranteed by the Treaty and the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights.

Amendment 2

Proposal for a decision
Recital 2 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2b) Any citizen of the Union and any 
natural or legal person residing or having 
its registered office in a Member State has 
the right to petition the European 
Ombudsman concerning instances of 
maladministration in the activities of the 
Union institutions, bodies, offices or 
agencies, with the exception of the Court 
of Justice of the European Union acting 
in its judicial role.

Or. en
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Justification
According to Article 24, recital 3, of TFEU and Article 41 of the EU Charter of Fundamental 
Rights every person has the right to have his or her affairs handled impartially, fairly and 
within a reasonable time by the institutions and bodies of the Union.

Amendment 3

Proposal for a decision
Recital 2 c (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2c) The Charter of Fundamental Rights 
of the European Union provides that 
every person may write to the institutions 
of the Union in one of the languages of 
the Treaties and must have an answer in 
the same language.

Or. en

Justification
According to Article 41 of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights.

Amendment 4

Proposal for a decision
Recital 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3) The rights inherent to citizenship of the 
Union are incorporated in the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the European 
Union. According to the Charter's 
Preamble, the Union 'places the individual 
at the heart of its activities, by establishing 
a citizenship of the Union and by creating 
an area of freedom, security and justice'. 
Chapter V of the Charter sets down 
"Citizens' rights", including, in its Article 
45, the right of every citizen of the Union 
to move and reside freely within the 
territory of the Member States.

(3) The rights inherent to citizenship of the 
Union are incorporated in the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the European 
Union. According to the Charter's 
Preamble, the Union 'is founded on the 
indivisible and universal values, equality 
and solidarity' and 'places the individual at 
the heart of its activities, by establishing 
the citizenship of the Union and by 
creating an area of freedom, security and 
justice'. Chapter V of the Charter sets down 
'Citizens' rights', including, in its Article 
45, the right of every citizen of the Union 
to move and reside freely within the 
territory of the Member States. That right 
should therefore, without further delay, be 
granted to Romanian and Bulgarian 
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nationals.

Or. en

Justification
All EU citizens should enjoy the same rights.

Amendment 5

Proposal for a decision
Recital 8

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(8) The right to move and reside freely 
within the territory of the Member States is 
highly valued by Union citizens as a core 
individual right deriving from Union 
citizenship. As such, it demonstrates and 
promotes a better understanding of the 
value of European integration, as well as 
citizens' participation in shaping the 
European Union. When extending aspects 
of their lives beyond national borders by 
travelling to other Member States or 
settling there, citizens become aware and 
take advantage of the broad array of rights 
granted to them under Union law in cross-
border situations. Exercising the right to 
free movement and residence therefore 
contributes to making Union citizenship a 
tangible reality in the daily life of citizens.

(8) The right to move and reside freely 
within the territory of the Member States,
inter alia for the purpose of work or study,
is highly valued by Union citizens as a core 
individual right deriving from Union 
citizenship. As such, it demonstrates and 
promotes a better understanding of the 
value of European integration, as well as 
citizens' participation in shaping the 
European Union. When extending aspects 
of their lives beyond national borders by 
travelling to other Member States or 
settling there, citizens become aware and 
take advantage of the broad array of rights 
granted to them under Union law in cross-
border situations. Exercising the right to 
free movement and residence therefore 
contributes to making Union citizenship a 
tangible reality in the daily life of citizens.

Or. en

Justification
The opportunity to work and study in another Member State is a core right deriving from 
Union citizenship.
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Amendment 6

Proposal for a decision
Recital 9

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9) Despite the fact that the right to free 
movement and residence is firmly 
anchored in primary Union law and 
substantially developed in secondary law, a 
gap still remains between the applicable 
legal rules and the reality confronting 
citizens when they seek to exercise this 
right in practice. Aside from an uncertainty 
over the advantages of being mobile, 
Union citizens perceive too many practical 
obstacles with regard to living and working 
elsewhere in the Union.

(9) Despite the fact that the right to free 
movement and residence is firmly 
anchored in primary Union law and 
substantially developed in secondary law a 
gap still remains between the applicable 
legal rules and the reality confronting 
citizens when they seek to exercise this 
right in practice. Aside from an uncertainty 
over the advantages of being mobile, 
Union citizens perceive too many practical 
obstacles with regard to living and working 
elsewhere in the Union, and often face 
difficulties relating to their national, 
social, marital or partnership status due to 
administrative measures imposed on them 
by other Member States which are 
contrary to Union law.

Or. en

Justification
National administrations are from time to time insufficiently informed of the existing EU rules 
on civil and social rights. Also citizens living in a legally registered partnership need to be 
properly informed of their rights when moving to another Member State.
.

Amendment 7

Proposal for a decision
Recital 9 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9a) The student mobility is given strong 
support, inter alia, by the Erasmus
programme. However, obstacles remain, 
particularly as a result of insufficiencies 
in mutual recognition of diplomas and 
qualifications.

Or. en
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Justification
Citizens regularly draw PETI's attention to the difficulties they encounter when seeking 
recognition of their diplomas and qualifications in another Member State.

Amendment 8

Proposal for a decision
Recital 11

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11) Given that the right to free movement
significantly improves individuals' lives, it 
is vital that information about the existence 
of this right and the conditions for 
exercising it is available as broadly as 
possible. As all Union citizens are potential 
beneficiaries of this right, awareness 
raising efforts should be made across the 
Union.

(11) Given that the right to free movement 
significantly improves individuals' lives, it 
is vital that information about the existence 
of this right and the conditions for 
exercising it is available as broadly as 
possible. As all Union citizens and third-
country nationals legally residing in a 
Member State are potential beneficiaries of 
this right, awareness raising efforts should 
be made across the Union.

Or. en

Justification
Third-country workers residing legally in a Member State should enjoy the same rights as 
Union citizens.

Amendment 9

Proposal for a decision
Recital 13 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(13a) Citizens of the Union, in particular
potentially mobile workers in cross-border 
regions, should be made aware of the 
European Job Mobility Portal, where they 
can get information about the European 
Employment Services (Eures network) 
and its objectives.

Or. en
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Justification
The main objective of EURES is to guide and advice potentially mobile workers on job 
opportunities, living and working conditions in EU on labour rights and job opportunities in 
other Member States, and especially in cross-border regions.

Amendment 10

Proposal for a decision
Recital 13 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(13b) Citizens of the Union should also be 
made aware of the European e-Justice 
portal, which provides information on 
justice systems and improves access to 
justice throughout the Union in 22 
languages.

Or. en

Justification
Law is a major determining factor of society that shapes the political, economic and social 
environment. Therefore, it is crucial for every citizen to be informed about the applicable law.

Amendment 11

Proposal for a decision
Recital 17

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(17) A European Year of Citizens in 2013 
will provide a very timely opportunity to 
raise the awareness of the general public 
about the rights attached to Union 
citizenship and thus to contribute to the 
objective of facilitating the exercise of the 
right to free movement.

(17) A European Year of Citizens in 2013 
will provide a very timely opportunity to 
raise the awareness of the general public 
about the rights attached to Union 
citizenship and thus to contribute to the 
objective of facilitating the exercise of the 
right to free movement, in particular by 
ensuring the participation of 
representatives of civil society including
non-governmental and grass-roots 
organisations.

Or. en
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Justification
Civil society is the voice of the people, and its effective participation is imperative for 
progress and development.

Amendment 12

Proposal for a decision
Recital 22

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(22) The primary responsibility for raising 
citizens' awareness of their rights as Union 
citizens rests with Member States; action at 
Union level complements and supplements 
national actions in this respect, as 
highlighted in the political declaration 
"Communicating Europe in Partnership" 
signed on 22 October 2008 by the 
European Parliament, the Council and the 
Commission.

(22) The primary responsibility for raising 
citizens' awareness of their rights as Union 
citizens rests with Member States; action at 
Union level complements and supplements 
national, regional and local actions in this 
respect, as highlighted in the political 
declaration "Communicating Europe in 
Partnership" signed on 22 October 2008 by 
the European Parliament, the Council and 
the Commission.

Or. en

Justification
Actions at regional and local level play a key role, if information shall reach the widest 
possible audience.

Amendment 13

Proposal for a decision
Recital 25

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Union funding for other activities than 
those funded under the budget of the 
European Year may be given through 
existing Union programmes or the 
Structural Funds, in particular the "Europe 
for Citizens" programme and the 
"Fundamental Rights and Citizenship" 
programme,

(25) Union funding for other activities than 
those funded under the budget of the 
European Year may be given through 
existing Union programmes or the 
Structural Funds, in particular the Europe 
for Citizens programme, the Fundamental 
Rights and Citizenship programme, the 
Erasmus programme and the Youth on 
the Move initiative.

Or. en
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Justification
Education and training programmes enabling young people to study and work abroad  give 
them a better sense of what it means to be a European citizen. In addition, many employers 
highly value such a period abroad, which increases the young people's employability and job 
prospects.

Amendment 14

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 2 – indent 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

- to raise Union citizens' awareness of how 
they can tangibly benefit from Union rights 
and policies while living in another 
Member State, and to stimulate their active
participation in civic fora on Union 
policies and issues;

- to raise Union citizens' awareness of how 
they can tangibly benefit from Union rights 
and policies while living in another 
Member State, inter alia for the purpose 
of work or study, and to stimulate their 
active participation in civic fora on Union 
policies and issues, but also to draw their 
attention to the remaining obstacles to 
exercising those rights;

Or. en

Justification
The free movement of people is a fundamental right and includes EU citizens' right to work, 
study and live in the Member State of their choice, but obstacles can still be encountered.

Amendment 15

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 - paragraph 2 - indent 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

- to develop a better network of 
information resources and powerful 
communication, including interactive
tools and to provide information in all the 
Union languages about the policies 
adopted at Union level and the impact on 
people's private and professional life;

Or. en
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Justification
Better communications tools and network technology will facilitate EU citizens' access to 
information about their rights and improve their flexibility.

Amendment 16

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 - paragraph 1 - indent 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

- information, education and awareness 
raising campaigns targeted at the general 
public and more specific audiences;

- information, education and awareness 
raising campaigns targeted at the general 
public and more specific audiences, in 
collaboration with representatives of civil 
society including non-governmental and 
grassroots organisations, at local, 
regional and national level;

Or. en

Justification
Civil society is the voice of the people, and its effective participation is imperative for 
progress and development.

Amendment 17

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 - paragraph 1 -indent 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

- conferences and events to promote debate 
and raise awareness of the importance and 
benefits of the right to free movement and 
residence and more generally citizens' 
rights as Union citizens;

- conferences and events to promote debate 
and raise awareness of the importance and 
benefits of the right to free movement and 
residence and more generally citizens' 
rights as Union citizens, including the 
rights of third-country nationals legally 
residing in a Member State;

Or. en

Justification
Third-country workers residing legally in a Member State should enjoy the same rights as 
Union citizens.
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Amendment 18

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 - paragraph 1 - indent 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

- strengthening of the role and visibility of 
the multilingual Europe Direct and Your 
Europe web portal as key elements of a 
'one-stop-shop' information system on 
Union citizens' rights;

- strengthening of the role and visibility of 
the multilingual Europe Direct, Eures and 
Your Europe  web portal as key elements 
of a 'one-stop-shop' information system on 
Union citizens' rights;

Or. en

Justification
The main objective of EURES is to guide and advice potentially mobile workers on job 
opportunities, living and working conditions in EU on labour rights and job opportunities in 
other Member States, and especially in cross-border regions.

Amendment 19

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 - paragraph 1 - indent 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

- strengthening of the role and visibility of 
problem solving tools, such as SOLVIT, to 
allow Union citizens to better make use of 
and defend their rights.

- strengthening of the role and visibility of 
problem solving tools, such as Solvit,and 
the European Parliament's Committee on 
Petitions and the European Ombudsman,
in order to allow Union citizens to better 
make use of and defend their rights.

Or. en

Justification
The right of petition is guaranteed by the Treaty and the EU Charter of Fundamental rights 
and every citizen of the Union of the Union may apply to the European Ombudsman 
concerning instances of maladministration in the activities of the Union institutions.
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Amendment 20

Proposal for a decision
Article 4 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

Budget
The financial envelope for the activities to 
take place during the 2013 European 
Year of Citizens shall be EUR 5 million.

Or. en

Justification
An adequate budget is essential in order to achieve the objectives of the proposal. 


