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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Petitions calls on the Committee on Agriculture, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Deplores the fact that, although the animal welfare agenda has been advanced through 
specific pieces of legislation, there are still too many areas where no specific EU 
legislation exists;

2. Draws attention to the ever-increasing number of petitions from European citizens from 
all the Member States asking for the regulations on animal protection and welfare to be 
tightened up in order to fill the existing loopholes;

3. Notes that, in their petitions, European citizens strongly protest against bullfights and 
other spectacles that cause stress or injury to and/or kill animals;

4. Points out that the EU’s dog and cat population is estimated at around one hundred million 
animals and that no EU legislation exists on pet animal welfare; calls on the Commission, 
therefore, to promote the welfare of pet animals by ensuring minimum standards for their 
treatment and protection and a compulsory registration and microchipping system;

5. Considers that the European Animal Welfare Framework Law should include measures to 
solve the stray animal problem, which is particularly serious in the EU’s southern and 
eastern Member States, and urges that EU funding be provided for the implementation of 
effective sterilisation and castration measures; calls on the European Union and the 
Member States to ratify the European Convention for the Protection of Pet Animals;

6. Calls on the Commission to intensify its proceedings in cases of non-fulfilment of the 
obligations established in Council Directive 1999/22/EC relating to the keeping of wild 
animals in zoos;

7. Stresses the need to establish much more effective protection measures for farm animals 
which are exported from the EU to third countries;

8. Calls on the Member States to ensure more effective implementation of Council 
Regulation (EC) No1/2005 on the protection of animals during transport and related 
operations;

9. Points to the concern among European citizens, expressed through their petitions to 
Parliament, about abuse of un-stunned slaughtering in EU; calls on the Member states to 
ensure more effective enforcement of the legislation while guaranteeing the derogation for 
un-stunned slaughter on religious grounds;

10. Calls for better information of consumers about the methods of production of animal 
products or animal by-products and their impact on the welfare of animals in the form of 
transparent and adequate labelling and package leaflets;

11. Stresses that European citizens regularly petition Parliament about the failure of Member 
States to enforce the provisions of Regulation (EC) No 882/2004 of the European 
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Parliament and of the Council on official controls performed to ensure the verification of 
compliance with feed and food law, animal health and animal welfare rules; calls on the 
Commission, therefore, to intervene effectively when non-compliance is identified;

12. Welcomes the Commission’s will to include animal welfare in bilateral trade agreements 
or cooperation forums and its intention to examine how animal welfare can be better 
integrated in the framework of the European neighbourhood policy;

13. Considers that there should be clear restrictions on the use of non-human primates and a 
ban on the use of wild-caught animals in scientific experiments;

14. Calls for an obligation to use non-animal alternative methods as far as possible and 
wherever scientifically available in order to reduce to a minimum experiments which 
involve severe and prolonged suffering for animals.


