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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Petitions calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and 
Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Notes the frequent concerns of petitioners in several areas of environmental policy, such 
as landfill and waste disposal, wildlife habitats and air and water quality; applauds their 
efforts to bring authority to account, and calls on the Member States to be as open and 
cooperative as possible with them;

2. Urges the Member States to balance the needs of a healthy economy with those of the 
environment; emphasises that local communities must have a strong say in deciding the 
best balance between the needs of people and the needs of wildlife;

3. Believes that, since citizens and residents of Member States are best placed to judge the 
most appropriate priorities for their local neighbourhoods, the subsidiarity principle 
should be applied to environmental issues wherever possible;

4. Considers that the ‘gold-plating’ of EU environmental legislation by Member States can 
have a perverse effect in terms of reducing the acceptance of such legislation; calls on the 
Member States to go further than required by EU directives only where there is a clear and 
popularly accepted need to do so;

5. Stresses the overwhelming need to develop new energy production capacities in the EU; 
recognises that this cannot be done without some impact on the environment, and urges 
the Union and the Member States to prioritise good landscaping post-production;

6. Considers that high standards of information and transparency concerning environmental 
legislation and the application of EU rules are essential to ensure that EU environmental 
policy meets with the citizens’ consent;

7. Applauds the introduction of environmental impact assessments; nevertheless, urges that 
they be developed in full coherence with more traditional impact assessments, in 
particular with respect to their effect on the needs of small businesses and residents, as 
well as on flora and fauna;

8. Urges the Commission to find ways of better reconciling its environmental policies with 
the Common Fisheries Policy and the Common Agricultural Policy;

9. Urges the Member States to implement EU environmental legislation in the clearest, 
simplest and most user-friendly way.


