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MINUTES
Meeting of 20 January 2014, from 15.00 to 18.30,

and 21 January 2014, from 09.00 to 12.30
BRUSSELS

The meeting opened at 15.15 on Monday 20 January 2014, with Erminia Mazzoni (Chair) in 
the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda  PETI_OJ\1015250

The draft agenda was approved in the order as shown in these minutes.

2. Approval of minutes of the meeting of:

- 25-26 November 2013
- 5 December 2013
The minutes were approved.

3. Chairman's announcements

The Chair had no announcements to make.

4. Any other business

There was no other business.

5. Petition 446/2007 by Harry Shindler (British), on the right of British citizens living
abroad to vote in national parliamentary elections

Ms Charlotte Oliver was representing the petitioner. She distributed a letter concerning the 
complaint of the decision of the European Court of Human Rights (Shindler vs. United 
Kingdom application no. 19840/09), which was negative in Mr Shindler's case. Ms Oliver 
explained that with a meeting of Commissioner Vivian Reding last Septembe,r the 
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Commission was positive to exam the case on the voting right of British citizens living abroad 
in national parliamentary elections.

Mr Tibor Vaszi (EC-JUST) stated that the Commission is aware of this issue. Organisation of 
national elections is outside the scope of the EU-law. He informed the meeting that the 
Commission has discussed on this matter with member states since 2010 and in 2013 in the 
context of the Citizenship report the EC announced to make a proposal in a constructive way 
to enable EU-citizens living in another country to maintain their right to vote in national 
elections in their country of origin. Mr Vaszi concluded by saying that the EC will very soon, 
early 2014, come up with its proposals.

Speakers: The Chair.

Decision: the petition would remain open pending further information from the EC on their 
incoming communication and the committee will write to Commissioner Reding supporting 
the voting right of EU-citizen living abroad in national elections of his country of origin and 
encouraging the Commission to take initiative in this matter.

6. Petition 1138/2012 by Vasileios Antonopoulos (Greek), on behalf of Central and 
Northern Greek Coach Lines, on Deregulation of road passenger transport

The Commission, represented by Mr Orestis Nikou (COMP), explained that the Greek 
government has taken steps as regards the liberalisation of road passenger transport in Greece, 
and has undertaken a strategy for the opening of the sector in line with State aid rules and EU 
legislation on awarding contracts for passenger transport services, and to adopt the necessary 
legislation. As regards the series of alleged selective advantages in favour of KTEL SA 
companies, the Commission can inform the petitioner that it has already started to examine 
the issues under the State Aid rules following a complaint by an association of competitors. 
The Commission has not finalised its assessment yet and will take appropriate measures, if 
necessary.

Speakers: Mr Salavrakos, the Chair.

Decision: the petition was decided to close.  A response to the petitioner is to be sent.

7. Petition 711/2012 by Mariysz Miasko (Polish), on behalf of the law firm of 
Kancelaria Prawne Viggen, on the interpretation of certain provisions of Regulation 
(EC) No 1071/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing 
common rules concerning the conditions to be complied with to pursue the 
occupation of road transport operator and repealing Council Directive 96/26/EC

The Commission, represented by Ms Ewa Ptaszynska (MOVE) said that the petitioner does 
not agree the wording in the Annex IV of the Regulation (EC) No 1071/2009. She explained 
that the Annex IV sets out a list of most serious infringements and these infringements are 
defined by reference to the provisions established in different pieces of EU transport 
legislation and shall be read in the context of those rules. It is in particular the case of the 
infringements to the legislation on driving times and rest periods of drivers mentioned under 
point 1 of this Annex, which are clearly referring to the relevant definitions from Regulation 
(EC) 561/2006.
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Speakers: the Chair.

Decision: the petition was decided to close. A response to the petitioner is to be sent. 

8. Petition 0021/2013 by John Savage (British), on the excessive costs of Allerton Waste 
Recovery Park

Mr Jose J. Diaz Del Castillo, representing the Commission (ENV) informed that the petition 
touches upon environment, competition, state aid and procurement issues and the project in 
question is at the planning stage and no construction permit has granted yet. He told that the 
UK recycles 35% and incinerates 12% of municipal solid waste. According the knowledge of 
the EC the UK has not incineration law capacity as is the case in other member states. As a 
conclusion the EC stated that as this project goes on it will be probably a subject of the 
environmental impact assessment and industrial emission directives.

The other speaker on behalf of the EC, Mr Paulo Silva (MARKT), stated that in the project 
contract there are no violations against the public procurement laws of EU such as the scope 
of the different waste, the length of the contract and the technical solutions.

Speakers: Peter Jahr, Iñaki Irazabalbeitia Fernández and the Chair. Edward McMillan-Scott
had informed the Chair that he sends his apologies as he couldn't be present in the discussion 
of this item.

Decision: The petition was decided to close. A response to the petition is to be sent referring 
the EC statements.

9. Petition 0768/2012 by Ana Martina Varela Velo (Spanish) on open-cast gold mining 
activities projected in the municipality of Cabana (La Coruña, Galicia)

The petitioner, Ms Ana Martina Varela Velo, presented her petition on the gold mining 
project in Corcoesto, located in the municipality of Cabana (province of La Coruña, Galicia). 
The petitioner is worried about the devastating environmental impact of this project, 
particularly as the location of the mine would be only 140 metres from the river and few 
kilometres from the mountain special for the birds, and is near to Natura2000 areas as well. 
The mine would be also too close to agricultural areas and flora and fauna. The petitioner 
finally prosed that the project would not be approved.

Ms Ana Miranda Paz, representing Mr Francisco Garcia Trigo, argued that the gold mine 
would have many environmental impacts by destroying many hectares of land and fisheries 
facilities and create severe health problems as it will use cyanide in its technical processes. 
Awareness of this project is increasing, campaigning has started and there have been large 
demonstrations of 15-20.000 people. She also pointed out that the scientific communities have 
opposed the project. She concluded by drawing the attention of the EC that the project is not 
only an issue of Galicia, but the whole European Union.

Ms Noelia Vallejo Pedregal, DG ENV of the EC, said that the EC has requested information 
from the Spanish authorities, received responses including reports of Galicia environmental 
and infrastructure offices, which tells that the mine project has not been authorised. According 
to official information, which the Spanish authorities have passed, the proceedings to refuse 
the project have started and if there would be a new project, it had to go through all the 
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relevant processes.

Speakers: Antolín Sánchez Presedo said that he doesn't oppose gold mines in principle, but it 
is essential to look at the Community laws and how they are applied. He said the project is 
now turned down according the given information of the EC. However the petitions should 
remain open until we have received the final information.

Willy Meyer, Vice-President, said it seems the project will be cancelled and it saves the area 
from many very negative environmental impacts and health problems such as what the use of 
cyanide would cause. Even it has been told that the project won't go-on, he suggested that the 
petitions would be kept open just in case to ensure that the Galicia government decision is not 
a temporary one.

Iñaki Irazabalbeitia Fernández agreed with the previous speakers and came up with the 
argument that the life cycle of the mine would be very limited, which would mean that all the 
disadvantages of opening the mine would last a long time. The member proposed that the 
committee keeps the item open until we have the firm and definite decision of Galicia.

Francisco Jose Millán Mon stated that the Spanish authorities and especially in the Galicia 
are well aware of harmful effects of this project and it has been said that it won't go ahead. As 
the environmental, technical and economic requirements cannot be fulfilled the project has 
been rejected. This information can be found also in Galician media. When the committee has 
received definitive decision the petition can be closed.

Carlos José Iturgaiz Angulo, Vice-President, said that as there is no authorisation for this 
project there is no case. The statement of the EC was very clear. The petition can stay open 
until the official rejection has been received.

Ms Miranda Paz commented that the petition should remain open. She said there was no 
authorisation, because the project hadn't enough money.

Decision: the petition was decided to remain open pending further information from the EC 
on their incoming communication.

At 16.12 the meeting continued with Willy Meyer (Vice-Chairman) in the chair.

10. Petition 0095/2012 by Julio Martín De Eugenio Manglano (Spanish), on behalf of 
Asociación Colectivo Espartal-Ecologistas en Acción de Valdemoro, on a projected 
wastewater treatment plant in Valdemoro and Cimpozuelos (Madrid), which would 
impact the Natura2000 network and infringe the Habitats and Birds directives

and
Petition 0282/2012 by Javier Carrillo Castaño (Spanish), on behalf of EQUO, on 
wastewater treatment infrastructure in Valdemoro and Cimpozuelos (Madrid), 
which impacts the Natura2000 network and infringes the EIA, Habitats and Birds 
directives

Mr Vicente Garcia de Paredes Perez de Sevilla, a petitioner, said that a sufficient 
environmental impact assessment has not been done and therefore these two projects should 
be rejected. These areas are protected by several European directives and under Natura2000. 
He concluded by saying that there would be an alternative locations for these project and 
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authorities are aware of these. According the petitioner there are still time to change the 
projects.

Mr Jose M. Ramos Florido, speaking on behalf of the EC, informed that an investigation on 
these projects have been open. As the wastewater treatment plan would locate near 
Natura2000 network, the environmental impact assessment had to be done. Also other 
directives are in the picture. The speaker highlighted that related to Valdemoro project there 
was a mandatory impact assessment, which states that there could be possible impact to area's 
environment. Related to the other project the Spanish authorities stated that the impact 
assessment is not necessary. The projects have not gone ahead yet, no construction work has 
started and there is no EU funding for these projects.

Speakers: Iñaki Irazabalbeitia Fernández requested more information about the alternative 
locations and their costs.

Mr Javier Carrillo Castaño, a petitioner, said that the pipelines would harm habitats and there 
are reasons why a new impact assessment should be carried out.

Willy Meyer, speaking on behalf of his party, said nobody questions the need of the 
wastewater treatment plan, but the balance with the environment has to be found and not to 
build it at any cost. Therefore he said we have to focus on alternative choices.

Decision: The petitions would remain open pending further information from the E.C. The 
committee will look after the information about the alternative locations.

11. Petition 0838/2012 by Vasilis Hadjievangelou (Cypriot), on alleged human rights 
violations in Cyprus

Mr Vincent Depaigne, EC (JUST), emphasised that the EC and the Union can act only when 
there is a competence given by the Treaties. The EC has examined the petition and is unable 
to find a link between the petition and the European law. The right of property is a matter of 
national law if not there is no such a link. In conclusion he stated that this process cannot go 
any further.

Speaker: The Vice-Chair, stated that these kinds of sensitive issues should be monitored and 
the item should be kept open.

Decision: The petition would remain open pending further information from the E.C. 

12. Petition 1653/2010 by Markella Isaia-Tsiakka (Cypriot), on behalf of Cyprus' 
Movement of Refugees & Displaced Mothers, on discrimination against the children 
of female refugees

Mr Nikolaos-I. Iliopoulos, on behalf of the EC (JUST), stated that Charter of the Fundamental 
Right is only applicable when it is implementing the EU law. He said the EC has had 
extended correspondence with the petitioner, who has submitted also a complaint to the EC, 
which the Commission has later closed. The reason was that social benefits are not covered by 
the EU law. The EC has referred the complainant to the European Court of Human Rights.

Speakers: Jarosław Leszek Wałęsa asked whether the petition could remain open until the 
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response from the ECHR is available. The Vice-Chair said that like the previous issue this 
petition is a sensitive item as well.

Decision: The petition will remain open pending further information from the E.C on the 
outcome of the ECHR and the committee will refer to the Woman's Right Committee in this 
matter for an opinion.

from 17:30 to 18:30 (in camera)

13. Coordinators' meeting

* * *

Tuesday, 21 January 2014

The meeting opens at 09.10 with Erminia Mazzoni (Chair) presiding.

14. Chairman's announcements concerning Coordinators' decisions

1) Follow-up to petitions related to immigration

The coordinators considered that petitions on immigration, notably related to 
Lampedusa, have a very important value and decided to send a letter to the Greek 
government requesting information of the Greek Presidency plans on this matter.

2) Requests for urgency procedures 

The coordinators decided to accept the urgency requests related to petitions for which 
summaries and recommendations had been provided (1480/2013, 1481/2013, 
1845/2013, 2727/2013, 2761/2013, 2843/2013). For all the others they came to a 
conclusion to use a written procedure (0971/2013, 1229/2013, 1283/2013, 1285/2013, 
1609/2013, 1639/2013, 1655/2013, 1673/2013, 1707/2013, 1833/2013, 1852/2013, 
2287/2013, 2318/2013, 2383/2013, 2473/2013, 2531/2013, 2539/2013, 2716/2013, 
2813/2013). The coordinators therefore will receive a list of the remaining requested 
petitions with the provisional recommendations on admissibility by Thursday morning 
(23.1.2014). The coordinators are expected to give their response as soon as possible. 

3) Requests for the modification of recommendations to new petitions

i) The request to change the status of the petition (0655/2013) as admissible was 
rejected. 

ii) The request to change the status of the petitions (series 725-825/2013, several 
requests, 0884/2013 and 0829/2013) as admissible was rejected. 

4) Urgent mission to Taranto with respect to the ILVA plant 
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The coordinators confirmed their former decision not to undertake any new mission 
before the elections. However based on the proposal of Mr Jahr it was agreed that any 
member of the PETI could pay a visit to Taranto and report back to the committee. 

5) Disabilities

EMPL Committee is the lead committee in this matter. PETI is to follow the 
development carefully and prepare to take action if needed. 

6) First European Citizens' Initiative public hearing 

ENVI Committee is organising a hearing on "Right2 Water" theme in the framework of 
the first European Citizen's Initiative. PETI and two other Committees are associated to 
the hearting event. The coordinators discussed on the role of PETI and encourage 
members to participate actively to this occasion. Ms Mazzoni, the Chair, will address 
the hearing in its opening session. The hearing will take place on 17 February 2014, at 
15 hrs at room JAN 4Q2.

7) Future agenda planning

Ms Belier, has requested that petitions related to the Notre Dame des Landes 
(1342/2013 and 1645/2013) would be placed on the future agenda. The request was 
rejected. 

8) Draft agendas

The February draft agenda was approved and will be circulated by the secretariat.

9) Web portal - update on the state of play.

The members welcomed the progress made on developing of the new Web portal of the 
committee and pilot phase, which will commence this week. The Chair will report to the 
next meeting in February on the assessment of the pilot phase and recommend on 
timing of the launch of the portal. The members are invited to take part in training 
sessions organised DG ITEC and DG COMM on Wednesday and Thursday this week. 
Separate information is to be sent by the secretariat. 

10) Any other business

a) Update on the Committee working procedures (registered petitions, summaries 
sent to translation, summaries distributed to the Members) 

The coordinators took note on the latest information concerning the huge increase of 
petitions registered in 2013 compared to 2012 and 2011. Last year 2862 petitions 
were registered, which accounts a 45% increase as compared to 2012 and a 102% 
increase as compared to 2011. 

Also it was noted that summaries have been distributed to the Members up to series 
925/2013, with the deadline for adoption on 20 January 2014. Approximately 10,000 
petitions have been dealt with during the 2009-2014 term. 
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A summary of expenditures covered for petitioners invited to address the committee 
meetings will be prepared. 

b) European Ombudsman's Special Report on Frontex

The coordinators noted that further to the decisions of 16 December 2013 meeting, a 
new request on preparing the European Ombudsman's Special report on Frontex has 
been sent to the Conference of the Committee Chairs. 

15. Annual Report on the activities of the Committee on Petitions in 2013

Jarosław Leszek Wałęsa, the Rapporteur, explained that the report is more than just a 
summary on the last year's activities, but an overview on the whole parliamentary term. The 
Report is divided in three parts: a) summary, b) new horizon and c) working methods. He said 
it is very important that the committee will adopt the new internal rules and accordingly the 
parliament will revise the Rules of Procedure. The Rapporteur concluded by informing the 
meeting that the shadow rapporteurs agreed to work only with the English version of the 
Report for the sake of time saving. Deadline for amendments is 27.1.2014 and the adoption in 
the meeting of 11.2.2014.

Speakers: Heinz K. Becker was satisfied with the Report. He said the committee work should 
increase cooperation with the other committees. He indicated that he will table some 
amendments.    

Iñaki Irazabalbeitia Fernández said that we shouldn't have a habit to work only with one 
language and this time it should be seen as an exception. He suggested that the Report should 
include also political conclusions like the strong increase of petitions during the last years and 
the very limited resources of the committee to process all petitions. He said the web portal 
should be launched soon before the end of the mandate hoping that it helps us in our work. 
Also more flexibility is needed of the visits by the committee.

Charalampos Angourakis regretted that the Report was only available in one language. He 
said it is essential to bring up what issues the committee has dealt with and those main items 
should be listed to see as it could give some idea, where the EU stands in all. This could give 
us possibility to make conclusions regarding the different EU policy areas. Our committee is 
placed best to make comments and suggestions on directives and their implementation. He 
said finally that he does not agree with the point 21 in the Report (European citizenship).

Jarosław Leszek Wałęsa commented the proposals made in the debate to improve the Draft 
report and welcomed the amendments. 

Chair reminded that there is a 45% increase of petitions in 2013 compared to the previous 
year and around 10 000 petitions have been submitted in this parliamentary term since 2009. 

Decision: Deadline for amendments will be on 27.2.2014. The vote on the report will be in 
the meeting 10.-11.2.2014. 

16. Report on the Fact-finding visit to Greece (17-20.09.2013)
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Carlos José Iturgaiz Angulo, leader of the delegation, said the delegation was satisfied with 
the visits to different areas and the meetings with many authorities and local people. The 
report made 11 recommendations on the national waste collection and locations of the 
landfills. The EU environmental directives have to be respected and public information of the 
plans has to be detailed and made it available for citizens, which then can make their possible 
own assessments. He said also that the EC has to revise its policy on public funding and 
monitor carefully how the funding has been used. Amendments to the report can be voted in 
the next meeting. 

Mr Ioannis Couniniotis, EC (ENV), said the EC takes note of the recommendations. He 
stressed that on the three petitions on Grammatiko it has been discussed before the Greek 
Council state already in many occasions and the decisions were in favour of continuation of 
the project. The EC will keep on eye the project, but does not see at this stage any violation of 
the EU legislation. As for Karvounari landfills he stated that there has been some problems, 
but also the clear improvements and the Commission is expecting more information to make 
deeper analyses. Concerning the other petitions the EC said that careful examinations are 
going on.

The Chairman requested that the Commission comment on the report, not only on their own 
action.

Speakers: Nikolaos Chountis, said we need to work more on systematic basis, which means 
that adequate measures have to be taken to put an end for certain projects, especially where 
there is going to be waste of money or necessary studies have not been conducted. He said the 
conclusions of the report are correct, but the committee needs to be more specific in various 
cases it has seen as the citizens are expecting some concrete efforts to make a change. 

Charalampos Angourakis said there is also a problem of smog nowadays from wood-burning, 
which creates major health problems. He said the mission was very useful, but in spite of all 
efforts the delegation saw only a tip of iceberg. Environmental problems are so huge that we 
should talk also about punishment of certain authorities, bodies, organisations, when they 
have not implemented what they should have done. He also said the committee should be 
more specific in the report.

Nikolaos Salavrakos said there is no doubt that many pollutions and waste problems exist in 
Greece. However the thing is how far the committee can go in legal terms as waste is related 
to subsidiarity principle. He suggested the points 6, 7 and 8 in the report to make more clear 
and specific so that greater emphasise can be made to the waste management. 

Zbigniew Zaleski said these debates should take place during the planning phase so that both 
parties are aware of benefits and consequences of the projects.   

Marino Baldini wanted to stress how important it is to have a competent leader of the fact 
finding delegation as well as that in this case the Greek members were actively involved. He 
said this visit could be an example of how this type of activity should be conducted.

Petitioner Kyriakos Gkikas calls for an end of all environmental crimes happening in Greece. 
All these kinds of projects should be examined carefully according the environmental 
legislation taking into account proper recycling actions. 
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Carlos José Iturgaiz Angulo concluded the debate by saying that comments will be included 
to the final report and the discussion shows how important the visit was. He said we cannot 
use any sanctions and it is not in our remit, and citizens would be happier to see us proposing 
solutions than punishments. He asked members to suggest amendments on the points 6, 7 and 
8. 

Decision: The adoption of the Report will be in the February meeting. 

At 10.30 the meeting continued with Willy Meyer (Vice-Chairman) in the chair. 

17. EU Citizenship Report 2013. EU citizens: your rights, your future

Mr Nikolaos Salavrakos, the Rapporteur, said he is waiting for any comments and 
contributions to his Report. 

Ms Nathalie Stockwell, the Commission (JUST) highlighted that a lot has been achieved 
already since 2010. The list of achievements can be found on the web.

Speakers: Heinz K. Becker proposed that 25 implemented measures mentioned by the EC 
should be written to the report. European citizenship should be treated as an important 
achievement; however questions like harmonising pension rights or treatment of third country 
citizens are not issues, which belong to this report.   

Nikolaos Chountis told he agrees with the compromise amendments 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8. With 
two other amendments he did not agree. 

Tatjana Ždanoka said European citizenship should be valued more and should be given to 
those persons, who have e.g. Latvian or Estonian passport, but who are regarded as non-
citizens in other member states without full rights including the voting rights.

Victor Boştinaru said that we have to look at citizens' rights to vote and stand in the elections, 
as it a major fundamental problem. This issue should consider together with the Rapporteur 
and as an outcome to make a clear statement for the Commission to react. 

Nikolaos Salavrakos stated that we can look at general principles in the report without going 
too much to the area of subsidiarity.  

Decision: The vote on the Report will be in the meeting of February. 

18. Petition 1175/2012 by Tania Jackson (British), on the planned construction of two 
nuclear power reactors in Hinkley Point, United Kingdom

Mr Santiago Martinez Iglesias, the EC (ENER), said the Commission believes that the current 
system of radiation protection takes account of age and gender dependence of radiation risks
and provides appropriate protection against the dangers arising from exposure to ionising 
radiation both for female and male individuals as well as for infants and children. In its 
Opinion adopted in July 2012 in accordance with Article 41 of the Euratom Treaty, the 
Commission took the view that the planned investment for two nuclear power reactors 
fulfilled the objectives of the Euratom Treaty in Hinkley Point. He underlined that it is a 
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national responsibility to ensure and control that the power plans have sufficient level of 
security and safety and it takes into account the risk tests, which were launched after accident 
of Fukusima. 

Speakers: Keith Taylor said the EC has not gone far enough in investigations and 
examinations especially because of women have great risk to violate of radiation signals. He 
asked some further substantiation of this issue.

Decision: The petition will remain open pending further information from the EC.

19. Petition 413/2012 by Petar Troyanski (Bulgarian), on behalf of the ‘Anna 
Politkovskaya’ Association for Free Speech, on alleged irregularities related to 
nuclear power plants in Bulgaria

Mr Santiago Martinez Iglesias, the EC (ENER) stated that it is for Bulgaria to decide whether 
or not to build a new nuclear power plant on its territory. In any case, EU and Euratom 
legislation must be complied with. Any investment project has to be notified under Article 41. 
In this case the Commission in 2008 adopted the view that all aspects of the investment were 
in line with the objectives of the Euratom Treaty. Concerning investigations in alleged 
“overproduction” of electricity by existing Kozloduy and future Belene nuclear power plants, 
the Commission cannot comment because this competence lies in the remit of national 
authorities. He also pointed that as far as the petition requests criminal convictions of, the 
Commission cannot comment because penal law is an exclusive competence of the Member 
States.

Speakers: Iñaki Irazabalbeitia Fernández said the Commission is right what comes to its 
competencies in this issue and the documents compiled by Bulgarian authorities seem to meet 
EU standards. He wanted once again express his opinion against the use of nuclear power.   

Decision: The petition remains open pending further information from the EC.

20. Petition 1666/2013 by P.T. (Romanian), on behalf of "Save Damaroaia and 
Bucurestii Noi Neighbourhoods" Association, on alleged infringement of European 
legislation with respect to the construction of a vast number of buildings in 
historical area "Parcelarea Bazilescu" (Bucharest, Romania)

Mr P.T., petitioner, a Chairman of the association submitted the petition, said there are large 
building projects consisting of more than 200 building on-going in two areas in Bucharest, 
which includes also area of historic monuments. Due to influence of certain interest groups 
the Bucharest authorities are violating the planning regulations. Constructions are undergoing 
without leaving green space in the surrounding areas and as well neglecting building parking 
places. He asked help from Europe to protect Romania. 

Ms Daniela-Valeria Andrei, representing the EC (ENV), informed that the petition is very 
recent and currently the Commission is investigating it and will provide the written reply 
according the rules.   

Speakers: Victor Boştinaru said this project is something what typically is happening in 
Bucharest. This area is Bucharest has always been green even in the communist period and it 
is largest green space in the City. As the project continues pollution is increasing. He also 
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pointed that the area has a special protection against construction of high buildings and has an 
historical character. Even the earthquake safety requirements have not been respected. The 
City of Bucharest has taken a very liberal approach in this project and in building terms 
Bucharest is the highest risk area in Romania. The speaker thinks that money laundering is 
involved in this project. A clear message should be sent to the Romanian Parliament, the 
Senate as well as to Bucharest City authorities and Romania Ombudsman.   

Decision: The petition will remain open. It was decided to ask the European Commission to 
give its response as quickly as possible, send the petition to the Petitions Committee in the 
Romanian Parliament and Senate and to the Romanian Ombudsman.

21. Petition 359/2012 by Maria Elena Solís Yánez (Spanish), on the authorisation of oil 
prospecting in Fuerteventura and Lanzarote (Canary Islands), allegedly infringing 
the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive and the Habitats Directive

and
Petition 559/2012 by Pedro Hernández Camacho (Spanish), bearing 164 signatures, 
on the authorisation of oil prospecting in Fuerteventura and Lanzarote (Canary 
Islands), allegedly infringing the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive and 
the Habitats Directive

and
Petition 683/2012 by Maria del Carmen Cabrera González (Spanish), on the 
authorisation of oil prospecting in Fuerteventura and Lanzarote (Canary Islands), 
allegedly infringing the Water Framework Directive

and
Petition 1826/2012 by Daniel Pérez Creus (Spanish), on the authorisation of oil 
prospecting in Fuerteventura and Lanzarote (Canary Islands)

and
Petition 801/2013 by María Mercedes Gómez Sande (Spanish) on the authorisation 
of oil prospecting activities in Fuerteventura and Lanzarote (Canary Islands)

Mr Pedro Hernandez Camacho, the petitioner, explained that the five petitions are related to 
issue of environment and energy in context of oil prospecting in Fuerteventura and Lanzarote 
(Canary Islands). He said that the Spanish government has authorised drilling operation in 
deep water in the area, which consists more 6000 square kilometres. Each year more than 12 
million tourists visit to Canary Islands. With these projects a national asset of the Islands has 
been put in a risk for a benefit of private oil company. The deep water drilling directive has 
not been respected and no alternatives have been examined. The drilling can also cause 
seismic risks. Nevertheless the EC is fully aware of this all, but it has turned the blind eye and 
not reacted in this projects. 

A video is presented. Speakers: Richard Steiner, Marisa Tejedor and Horst Likens. Mr 
Wilson's speech is delivered in written. 

Ms Maria Del Carmen Cabrera Gonzalez, a petitioner, emphasised that sea water is the only 
source of drinking water in the Canary Islands, as there are no rivers, lakes or raining so 
much. Water is a common good and not something to make profits in business. She said the 
petitioners are fighting also for future generations and it is inconceivable that this can happen 
in the 21st century.  
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Mr Domingo Montanez Montanez, a petitioner, underlined the risks, if due to drilling in deep 
water there would be a leak. The islands' dependency on desalination plants for all fresh water 
created special vulnerability in the event of an oil spill. Obviously the damages would be very 
harmful and there are no clear guarantees that it would not happen. 

Ms Maria Mercedes Gomes Sande, a petitioner, asked what is the meaning all European 
regulations, like for example the Landscape convention, if at the national level these 
requirements are not respected. There is no citizens' participation in this project. Landscape 
planning rules are violated and sustainable requirements for the Islands and tourism are not 
taken into account. 

Mr Daniel Fernandez Gomez, the Commission (ENV), said that it is in the competence of 
national authorities to implement and respect the EU-legislation, and it will help to avoid risks 
of this type of activity. The EC has requested information from the Spanish authorities, which 
have informed that the oil prospecting projects have gone through an environmental impact 
assessment with direct and indirect effects this project would have on the environment. Before 
the competent authorities have granted the final authorisation for the projects the EC cannot 
judge whether the environmental impact assessment has been violated or not. Once the 
projects have authorised the EC will monitor very carefully that all EU legislation 
requirements have been respected.

Speakers: Juan Fernando López Aguilar said the Spanish socialist delegation gives its full 
support to the petitioners. There are many doubts that the EU environmental legislation has 
not been respected. A sustainable tourism is a very backbone of the Islands and there is a 
contradiction with that and this project. Also directives of private and public investments, 
fauna and flora and protected areas connected with the Natura 2000 system raise doubts. Also 
there is a lack of competition as all projects are given to one single company. He called this 
project to be retained. 

Victor Boştinaru remained about the Mexico Gulf oil catastrophe and its huge impact and said 
the EC should take into consideration the lessons of this tragedy. He said the environment 
assessment was made exclusively for this project. Currently the negotiations are going on for 
amendments for the Directive, which aims for transparency, objectivity and prevention of 
conflict of interest in similar cases than this project is. He reminded that the local authorities 
and people are opposing the project and there has not been a consultation with the 
stakeholders and alternative sources have not been searched. 

Gabriel Mato Adrover said that the EC has not found any infringements of the legislation. He 
said there have been many public consultations on the project like all kind of institutions, 
local authorities, NGOs, fishermen and even the green biking club have been consulted, 
which has resulted to consultations of thousands of people. 

Raül Romeva i Rueda stated that a proper consultation has not been done and people opinions 
have been rejected. The project is against the model of renewable clean energy. He also 
underlined that the environmental impacts are serious and irreversible.

Vicente Miguel Garcés Ramón said the EU has obligation to monitor the situation in the EU 
territory and local authorities are against this project and it has to take into account. He 
requested the Commission to be more aggressive and insist any more information it has not 
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yet. We should also insist the Spanish government to ensure that local people do not face any 
harm of their economic livelihood and tourism. The committee should request the EC go 
further in with the inquires.

Iñaki Irazabalbeitia Fernández regards that this project goes beyond the directive issues as it 
is a question of people's fundamental rights. The issue here is the drinking water, because 
there is a threat and we have to defend the rights of the citizens of the islands to drinking 
water. Oil drilling in the waters of the costs of the Islands is against this principle.   

Willy Meyer, Vice-Chair, said he is quite surprised that the civil society has to come here to 
call for the precaution principles in such a project, and not the European Commission, which 
answers to the complaints lodged are contradictory. He expressed his concern at the facts that, 
according to the evidence of the expert Richard Steiner, who reviewed the EIA presented by 
Repsol, some of the wells in the Canary Islands are deeper than the one causing the Golfo of 
Mexico spill, and that such a project would not be approved by the USA authorities given the 
experience in such disaster. He also pointed out Steiner's statement that the amount of oil 
spilled in case of an accident will be much greater than stated in the EIA. 

The interpretation concluded at 12.46. The meeting continued only in Spanish. 

Decision: The petitions remain open pending further information from the EC.

* * *

22. Petitions under B

The following petitions would be closed: 1386/2011, 0079/2012, 0109/2012, 0244/2012, 
0637/2012, 1814/2012, 0353/2012, 0570/2012, 0594/2012, 1038/2012, 1041/2012, 
1450/2012, 1657/2012, 1704/2012, 1773/2012, 1778/2012, 1798/2012, 1799/2012, 
1802/2012, 1812/2012, 1877/2012, 1905/2012, 1939/2012, 0034/2013, 0042/2013.

The following petitions would be moved from section "B" and kept open: 0181/2011, 
0134/2012, 1321/2012 and 1555/2012.

o O o

23. Date and place of next meeting
 10.02.2014,   15.00 – 18.30
 11.02.2014,    9.00 – 12.30   

The Vice-Chair closed the meeting at 12.57.

Annexes:

List of petitions declared admissible since the last meeting on 16 December 2013.
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Наблюдатели/Observadores/Pozorovatelé/Observatører/Beobachter/Vaatlejad/Παρατηρητές/Observers/Promatrači/Observateurs/ 
Osservatori/Novērotāji/Stebėtojai/Megfigyelők/Osservaturi/Waarnemers/Obserwatorzy/Observadores/Observatori/Pozorovatelia/ 
Opazovalci/Tarkkailijat/Observatörer

Присъствал на/Presente el/Přítomný dne/Til stede den/Anwesend am/Viibis(id) kohal/Παρών στις/Present on/Présent le/Presente il/Piedalījās/ 
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