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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Employment and Social 
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Considers that EU cohesion policy plays a crucial role in developing the job potential of a 
sustainable economy, as it helps eliminate regional differences and boost the economy, 
with the aim of achieving full employment; highlights the role to be played by the regional 
and local levels in promoting a sustainable economy, stresses that regions should use the 
European Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund to take initiatives to create new, 
sustainable and lasting jobs; stresses the importance of Member States using the European 
Social Fund to invest in skills, employment, training and retraining activities with a view 
to creating more and better jobs through national, regional and local projects; believes that 
the professional experience of older people may also make a contribution to these 
initiatives, bearing in mind the growing proportion of older people in the EU population; 
recommends that regional and local authorities should have appropriate, permanent 
contacts with the business environment, employers’ organisations, trade unions and NGOs 
with a view to projecting the needs of the labour market in the medium and long term;

2. Stresses, in this connection, the importance of the concept of integrated urban 
development and that a sustainable redevelopment of disadvantaged urban areas could 
assume a beacon role; considers that a prerequisite for this is a clear policy framework, 
including maintenance of the promotion of the urban dimension in the Structural Funds;

3. Emphasises that, in the context of the current economic crisis and of the climate change 
issue, it is of utmost importance to support the development of a green economy; points 
out that local and regional authorities play a key role in the shift to greater sustainability; 
particularly in terms of their capacity to foster links between educational, training and 
research centres and SMEs; stresses that for this purpose the EU cohesion policy
represents a key tool, that can help not only to combat climate change through intelligent 
energy policy but also to open up the prospect of new economic and job opportunities for 
citizens; 

4. Points out that the impact of climate change in Europe varies from one region to another, 
that according to a Commission study1 the regions in southern and eastern Europe, where 
more than one third of the European Union’s population lives, are particularly exposed to 
the pressure of climate change, that the most vulnerable population groups are those worst 
affected, and that greater regional and social imbalances may develop as a result;

5. Recognises the important role of local and regional authorities in education, which forms 
the basis for the acquisition of further, future-oriented skills, including through lifelong 
learning and retraining; points out that the general conditions governing education and the 
further training of young people, including school leavers with no qualifications, in many 

                                               
1 Commission staff working paper entitled ‘Regions 2020 – An Assessment of Future Challenges for EU Regions’, November 2008, 
available at:
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/working/regions2020/pdf/regions2020_en.pdf.
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countries are the responsibility of the regional and local authorities; therefore encourages 
the regions to use the Structural Funds for educational infrastructure, especially in 
disadvantaged urban areas and regions and to make comprehensive and inclusive school 
education possible using this support; points to the significant (educational and training) 
potential offered by networking between local and regional authorities and firms and 
associations, in terms of creating sustainable jobs in the fields of local transport, urban 
mobility, education, and research and development, and placing emphasis on equal 
opportunities;

6. Stresses the importance of the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) for regional 
clustering by bringing together research, innovation and infrastructure locally in the 
context of new technologies, such as renewable energy and energy efficiency; further 
underlines that, especially in urban areas, regional and local authorities are the best 
positioned and most capable of creating the conditions necessary for the growth of clusters 
of innovative enterprises; points out that such clustering can act as a decisive spur to local 
economic development and can create new jobs in the regions; 

7. Is aware of the fact that the EU and national and regional funding schemes remain highly 
uncoordinated and therefore, with a view to achieving the Europe 2020 goals, underlines 
the need for better multi-level coordination between the programmes and support for more 
synergy between different common policies by making use of the Structural Funds, 
agricultural and rural development funds, the Research Framework Programme and the 
Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP);

8. Highlights the added value of life-long learning and calls on the Member States to conduct 
a thorough mapping of local potential in order to organise demand-driven training that 
matches available resources to actual needs and to re-establish the prestige of vocational 
secondary education by providing high-standard education, particularly in regions where 
local potential and traditional work areas require special skills and knowledge to be fully 
developed; calls on the Commission to provide the Member States with sufficient 
technical support on how to map local needs and notes that high-standard vocational 
secondary schools could help reduce graduate unemployment and lead to sustainable 
employment;

9. Points to the key role played by SMEs in promoting innovation in Europe; encourages the 
private and public sector to use the European Social Fund as a means of promoting 
entrepreneurial attitudes and skills amongst young people, as well as providing career 
guidance for people facing unemployment;

10. Stresses the importance of the geographical mobility of workers in accordance with the 
Treaties; recognises that an improvement in mobility through good local transport 
increases access to job opportunities, and that the resulting multiplier effect is particularly 
important in border regions affected by high rates of unemployment; therefore encourages 
the regions, and the local and regional administrations, authorities and NGOs in border 
areas, to use resources from the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund for infrastructure 
measures carried out in the context of national and inter-regional cooperation programmes 
while using the European Social Fund to create better educational and employment 
opportunities for young people from rural areas;
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11. Emphasises the importance of measures to promote growth and employment in the 
countryside, so as to stem rural depopulation;

12. Calls on the responsible authorities in the Member States and the Commission to pay 
greater attention to the sustainability of jointly financed measures, as provided for in 
Council Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006 of 11 July 2006 laying down general provisions 
on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund and the 
Cohesion Fund1; urges the responsible authorities to ensure that resources from the 
Structural Funds remain committed in the long term and that funding is only provided 
after ensuring the durability of operations, as stipulated in Article 57 of that regulation; 
calls on the responsible authorities to prevent 'subsidy shopping' by establishing adequate 
penalty mechanisms;

13. Reiterates its support for the pilot project ‘Erasmus for elected local and regional 
representatives’, which could help local and regional authorities to exchange best-practice
models and could also have a multiplier effect in the area of labour market policy; 
emphasises the need to specify implementation-related elements of the project and to 
closely cooperate with the Committee of the Regions and organisations representing 
networks of regions; calls on the Commission to accelerate the process for the 
implementation of this pilot project; encourages the Commission to substantiate the idea 
of creating a ‘local academy’ for this purpose;

14. Recommends that the regional authorities adopt development strategies in line with the 
objectives of the EU 2020 Strategy with the aim of creating new jobs in a sustainable 
economy.

                                               
1 OJ L 210, 31.7.2006, p. 25.
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