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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Maintains that investment in, and the exploitation of, renewable energy will promote 
economic development, new innovations and technology, and sustainable growth in the 
EU’s regions. Moreover, that this will ensure the diversification of energy supply and will 
reduce EU's dependence on conventional energy, while creating new sustainable jobs, 
competitiveness and territorial and social cohesion;

2. Notes that almost half a million jobs have been created in the renewable energy sector and 
that more intensive development of that sector could create a further 3 million jobs by 
2030;

3. Calls on the Member States to continue to promote investment in renewable energies and 
energy convergence, and regrets the trend towards the withdrawal of incentives for 
renewable energies in favour of other less environmentally and socio-economically 
sustainable energy sources;

4. Considers that EU regional policy has a key role to play in promoting renewable energy 
production and also energy-efficiency on a Europe-wide scale, as well as in the field of 
electricity services and energy transport services; welcomes the fact that the cohesion and 
regional policy input intended to encourage renewable energy use has continued to expand 
step by step with the aim that RES fully contribute to the EU energy policy goals and that 
the EU energy objectives are implemented EU-wide; considers it particularly important 
for the direction of European policy to be such as to enable the funding rate to be 
sufficient in the coming period 2014-2020; considers the relevance of ambitious targets
for renewable energy beyond 2020 in order to foster the renewable and clean energy 
production;

5. Considers that in order for full advantage to be derived from the benefits offered by 
renewable energy sources, there is a need for close cooperation in the field of energy 
infrastructure and for additional European funding for new technologies;

6. Considers that intelligent use of Community funding for the next programming period, 
2014-2020, will enable the target of increasing the proportion of renewable energy sources 
to 20% to be achieved and, along with this, the objectives of sustainability and 
competitiveness in the European Union;

7. Maintains that investment under Common Strategic Framework funds could be of great 
help in resolving the challenges for renewable energy and in exploiting their energy 
efficiency potential; draws attention also to the importance of public and private – and 
first and foremost European – investment and of innovative financial instruments; without 
overlooking research and development projects supported under the Structural Funds, 
especially those carried out at grass-root level, points to the role of Horizon 2020 in the 
development of the European renewable energy sector and in the responses to specific 
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territorial challenges; underlines that investments in the field of renewable energy sources 
are essential to promote their competitiveness against other – more traditional –energy 
sources;

8. Points out the relevance of smart grids in the future - as envisioned by the European 
Commission energy policy blue print - to deal with the imbalance in renewable energies 
available throughout the EU and to create a pan-European energy market capable of 
delivering these energies to all regions; 

9. Underlines that the use of renewable energy technologies should be optimised based on 
availability of renewable resources in the region; points out that increased renewable 
energy production will pose challenges to the serviceability of the existing energy 
infrastructure as the sources are often remotely located and therefore require major 
development work on transmission and distribution lines; considers that in order to further 
integrate renewable energy sources, infrastructure adjustments will be needed in the EU, 
both at transport and distribution level and that national legislation has to ensure the 
simplification and acceleration of planning procedures as they often require the interaction 
of various planning levels; points to the importance of both public and private funding 
where energy infrastructure investment is concerned; urges the need for progress in the 
development and expansion of an EU internal energy market; highlights the potential of 
Structural Funds to modernise the current energy infrastructure and service a well-
connected European infrastructure in order to integrate renewable energies in the 
European energy market; highlights also the importance of creation of smart power grids; 
maintains, however that the amount of ERDF funding in the current financing period for 
new energy capacities is rather low; believes that, for example, ELENA assistance should 
support large-scale, but also decentralised, renewable energy investment projects to more 
useful effect and that the Intelligent Energy – Europe programme could be used to foster 
further development of renewable energy and furthermore foster joint renewable projects 
between small communities, including rural areas;

10. Notes that the most efficient and competitive renewable energy sites in the EU are 
sometimes geographically remote from points of consumption and that there is therefore a 
need to develop suitable networks for the transmission of clean energy; highlights that 
efficient local renewable energy production must also be encouraged in order to reduce
transmission losses, increase security of supply and promote regional energy 
self-sufficiency;

11. Supports a multi-level governance and decentralised approach to energy policy and 
renewables, including, among other things, the Covenant of Mayors and the further 
development of the Smart Cities initiative as well as the promotion of the best solutions at 
regional and local level by means of information campaigns;

12. Points to the importance of self-sufficiency in energy and security of energy supply in the 
EU and to the major role of European renewable energy sources, including slowly 
renewable sources, for regional economies; points out that the efforts to the shift from 
fossil and imported energy towards locally and regionally, including cross-border projects, 
produced European renewable energy are important in the long term in order to meet the 
targets set in the Energy Roadmap 2050 and the Europe 2020 strategy; thereby the 
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providing access to safe sustainable and affordable energy for all European citizens;
regrets that the EU's dependency on imported fossil fuels exposes European regions 
vulnerable to crises and competitiveness;

13. Takes the view that Europe's regions need greater flexibility to adapt and benefit from the 
renewable energies available in those areas, which entails making full use of decentralised
energy production in order to cope with variables and exploit them where availability is 
greatest; points out that this should be done through a decentralised approach focusing on 
intelligent networks and technology, and promoting the link between innovation and 
investment in a sustainable manner;

14. Considers that local sustainable energy strategies have an essential role in terms of 
regional and social development, as they enhance the participation of regional players in 
renewable energy projects; notes that the Member States and regions have their own 
strengths as far as renewable energy sources are concerned and that, because of 
geographical differences; notes that renewable energy policy cannot be exactly the same 
in every region and therefore flexibility is needed; believes that the specific strengths of a 
region shall be brought to the fore and best utilised; reminds that local and regional 
conditions and resources have to be taken into account for the developing of RES 
potential; points out that bioenergy and other renewable energy sources can do much to 
foster energy management, economic growth, and vitality, especially in outermost 
regions, islands and remote areas, sparsely populated regions and rural areas; considers 
that the Common Strategic Framework funding for renewables should contribute the 
regional distribution of the energy produced and small-scale renewable projects; 
emphasizes the important role of SMEs in renewable energy policy;

15. Notes that an integrated approach on the regional level will be necessary to boost the use 
of renewable energy; considers that various actors should be involved in setting up the 
infrastructure, without adding extra layers of bureaucracy;

16. Maintains that effective renewable energy projects should not stop at the EU’s internal 
borders or its external borders; draws attention to the importance of cross-border energy 
projects and takes the view that European regional cooperation programmes, as well as the 
IPA and the ENI, should be exploited to help renewable energy to take off; stresses that 
best practice should be shared and turned to account under those programmes; supports 
the use of regional policy and energy policy funds for cross-border renewable energy 
projects with third partner countries and connections between national networks under the 
3rd energy package; stresses that external bordering regions should be connected into the 
EU network as much as possible to ensure sustainable development on both sides of the 
border; notes, however, that the existence of numerous different schemes for promoting 
renewables in the Member States gives rise to some inefficiencies, in particular, in cross-
border regions; 

17. Points to the importance of gradually achieving a European internal market for renewable 
energies in all Europe's regions that would take account of all their energy sources, thus 
enabling them to become competitive on a sustainable basis;

18. Notes that the integration and expansion of renewable energies makes a significant 
contribution to reducing the environmental costs of conventional energy sources, reducing 
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fossil fuel use and greenhouse gas emissions, and they should therefore be developed, 
whilst paying attention to respect for nature conservation and biodiversity;

19. Points out that coherence and perseverance, innovation and sustainability are key elements 
of EU climate and energy policy in order to meet the EU 2020 targets and increase energy
supply coming from renewable sources by 2050; points out that legislation which limits 
the exploitation of renewable energy will at worst make the targets more difficult to reach, 
and that this could adversely affect regional economies;

20. Highlights the need to increase concerted support in this area for specific and targeted 
information campaigns that take account of each region's particular features and include a 
presentation of the results, thus demonstrating the benefits which the region has gained 
from the use of renewable energies;

21. Highlights the valuable experience gained on local level to achieve energy independence 
by boosting renewable energy production; recommends to promote renewable energy 
village and energy cooperatives and facilitate exchange of good practice and networking
in order to best capitalise on successful models;

22. Notes that regional and local authorities have a key role to play in deploying the most-
needed innovations in the energy sector if the EU is to meet its renewables and energy 
efficiency targets and they should have real input to influence these goals; encourages a 
multi-level governance approach aiming at a close and effective link between National 
Renewable Energy Plans and regional funding strategies; reminds that the way to achieve 
a high level of  public acceptance and support for renewable energy is through transparent 
planning, construction and licensing procedures, in which all the stakeholders are 
involved;

23. Asks the European Commission and Member States to simply the procedure for 
authorisation, create a stable and simple regulatory framework, reduce the  complexity of 
the market barriers as well as creating incentives and simplification of funding access 
which will help in deploying renewable energy installations; moreover, asks the 
Commission and Member States to ensure co-financing of Cohesion policy financing 
instruments with European Investment Bank funds;

24. Draws the attention to the need to promote actions to harness the renewable energy 
potential of European Outermost regions, islands and other remote areas, where fuel 
dependency is aggravated by distance and geographical isolation; calls on the European 
Commission and Member States to establish a specific programme in the field of 
renewable energy along the lines of the POSEI arrangements to fully exploit the unique 
potential of these territories.
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