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Amendment 12
Salvatore Caronna

Proposal for a decision
Recital 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4) In fast-changing societies there is a 
need to ensure the effectiveness of 
volunteer-supporting infrastructure to 
allow more people to engage in voluntary 
activities. It is therefore important to 
support peer-learning and the exchange of 
good practices at Community level.

(4) In fast-changing societies there is a 
need to ensure the effectiveness of 
volunteer-supporting infrastructure to 
allow more people to engage in voluntary 
activities. It is therefore important to 
support peer-learning and the exchange of 
good practices at Community, national, 
regional and local level, inter alia by 
setting up efficient systems of cooperation 
and networking between volunteer
organisations. 

Or. en

Amendment 13
Seán Kelly

Proposal for a decision
Recital 8 a (new) 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(8a) In its White Paper on Sport of 11 
July 2007 (COM(2007)0391), the 
Commission emphasised that volunteer 
organisations engaged in sporting 
activities provide many occasions for non-
formal education which need to be 
recognised and enhanced. Sport also 
provides attractive possibilities for young 
people's engagement and involvement in 
society and may have a beneficial effect in 
helping to steer people away from 
delinquency.

Or. en
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Justification

Sport, especially at the grassroots level, is one of the primary conduits of voluntary activity in 
the EU. Accordingly, due recognition should be given to the role of sport in promoting 
volunteering, and the priority given to it in the Commission White Paper on Sport.

Amendment 14
Salvatore Caronna

Proposal for a decision
Recital 12 a (new) 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(12a) Volunteering is an essential element 
in fostering active citizenship, nurturing 
civil society and strengthening solidarity. 
However, volunteering and voluntary 
activities should not be a substitute for
paid work. 

Or. en

Amendment 15
Seán Kelly

Proposal for a decision
Recital 13

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(13) There exists a large variety of 
voluntary activities throughout Europe 
which should be preserved and developed 
further.

(13) There exists a large variety of 
voluntary activities throughout Europe 
which should be preserved and developed 
further, inter alia by creating a cross-
border network of the volunteering 
associations in the different Member 
States to provide a permanent platform 
for the exchange of experiences and best 
practices.

Or. en

Justification

The creation of permanent, cross-border networks in the field of volunteering could be one of 
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the enduring legacies of the European Year.

Amendment 16
Catherine Bearder

Proposal for a decision
Recital 13 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(13a) A distinction should be made 
between two types of volunteering. The 
first type is defined by the United Nations
and the International Labour 
Organization as paid work, often below 
the going rate, for a not-for-profit 
organisation. The second type is unpaid
work with a right to have expenses 
reimbursed. The European Year of 
Volunteering should offer an opportunity 
to encourage the Member States to clarify 
their law in relation to both types of 
volunteering in order to facilitate the 
practice of voluntary activity. 

Or. en

Justification

Change for linguistic reasons. 'Facilitate' is a better translation of what the rapporteur's 
original french text was attempting to convey.

Amendment 17
Catherine Bearder

Proposal for a decision
Recital 15

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(15) Despite this, the potential of 
volunteering is still not fully realised. A 
European Year of Volunteering will 
provide the opportunity to demonstrate in a 
European context that volunteering 
increases civic participation. It can help 

(15) Despite this, the potential of 
volunteering is still not fully realised. A 
European Year of Volunteering will 
provide the opportunity to demonstrate in a 
European context that volunteering 
increases civic participation. It can help to 
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foster a sense of belonging and 
commitment of citizens to their society at 
all levels – local, regional, national and 
European.

foster among citizens a sense of belonging 
and commitment to their society at all 
levels – local, regional, national and 
European – and to combat discrimination, 
making it possible for foreign residents in 
every Member State, including those 
whose status does not permit them to 
engage in paid labour, to do paid work for 
not-for-profit organisations or to do 
unpaid work. This in turn will facilitate 
interaction between European citizens 
and foreign residents living in their 
community in a formal and constructive 
setting, helping to prevent the spread of 
xenophobia.

Or. en

Justification

If volunteering is intended to strengthen social cohesion in Europe, it must serve to combat 
discrimination and must therefore be accessible to all residents in every Member State, 
including nationals of third countries and countries which do not have partnerships with the 
EU. Positive exchanges between EU citizens and nationals of third countries living in EU 
Member States will help to thwart the spread of racism within those communities, and will 
further solidarity among its residents both European and non-European.

Amendment 18
Catherine Bearder

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. Empower volunteer organisations and 
improve the quality of volunteering - To 
facilitate volunteering and to encourage 
networking, mobility, cooperation and 
synergies between volunteer organisations 
and other sectors in an EU context.

2. Empower volunteer organisations and 
improve the quality of volunteering - To 
facilitate volunteering and to encourage 
networking, mobility, cooperation and 
synergies between volunteer organisations 
and other sectors in an EU context. The 
duty of care that volunteer organisations 
owe to their volunteers should be set down
in law and should incorporate adequate 
protection through insurance, health and 
safety protection and training for 
volunteers working in those 
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organisations.

Or. en

Justification

Often Volunteers are not seen as employees and no cost afforded to their work, especially 
when applying for funding support, although the organisations have a duty to adequately 
train and protect these people. Real value and support should be a requirement of 
organisations and communities that benefit from their altruistic behaviour.

Amendment 19
Catherine Bearder

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. Reward and recognise volunteering 
activities - To encourage appropriate 
incentives for individuals, companies and 
volunteer-development organisations and
gain more systematic recognition for
volunteering at EU level and in the 
Member States by policy makers, civil 
society organisations and employers for 
skills and competences developed through 
volunteering.

3. Reward and recognise volunteering 
activities - To oversee the introduction of 
appropriate incentives for individuals, 
companies and volunteer-development 
organisations. For individuals, this 
includes the validation of experience and 
the recognition of equivalence for the 
purposes of training and job seeking 
through the introduction of a system of 
pan-European certification of skills and 
competences gained through 
volunteering. This will establish a more 
systematic recognition of volunteering at 
EU level and in the Member States by 
policy makers, civil society organisations 
and employers. Member States should 
acknowledge the financial contribution 
that volunteering makes to society by 
exempting volunteer organisations from 
VAT on goods purchased in pursuit of 
their objectives.

Or. en

Justification

Volunteers must be offered recognition of their work through validation of the skills they 
acquire. A documentation of merit, recognised across the Union, with a grading system based 



PE430.444v01-00 8/14 AM\794300EN.doc

EN

on the duration of service, level of responsibility held and skills demanded by, and developed 
within the post, will facilitate those who give their time in the voluntary sector by transferring 
this contribution into an asset which can later be used in the search for paid work. VAT 
exemption for volunteer organisations will encourage the growth of volunteering.

Amendment 20
Seán Kelly

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. Reward and recognise volunteering 
activities - To encourage appropriate 
incentives for individuals, companies and 
volunteer-development organisations and 
gain more systematic recognition for 
volunteering at EU level and in the 
Member States by policy makers, civil 
society organisations and employers for 
skills and competences developed through 
volunteering.

3. Reward and recognise volunteering 
activities - To encourage appropriate 
incentives for individuals, companies, 
sports associations and volunteer-
development organisations and gain more 
systematic recognition for volunteering at 
EU level and in the Member States by 
policy makers, civil society organisations 
and employers for skills and competences 
developed through volunteering.

Or. en

Justification

Due recognition must be given to the central role of grass roots sports organisations 
throughout the EU as motors of voluntary activity.

Amendment 21
Seán Kelly

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. Raise awareness of the value and 
importance of volunteering - To raise 
general awareness of the importance of 
volunteering as an expression of civic 
participation which contributes to issues 
which are of common concern of all 
Member States, such as a harmonious 

4. Raise awareness of the social and
economic value and importance of 
volunteering - To raise general awareness 
of the social and economic importance of 
volunteering as an expression of civic 
participation which contributes to issues 
which are of common concern of all 
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societal development and economic 
cohesion

Member States, such as a harmonious 
societal development and social and 
economic cohesion, and to promote 
voluntary activities in order to make them 
more attractive for citizens, enabling them 
to start to be involved in civic 
commitments.

Or. en

Justification

Following on from the March 2008 European Parliament Report on the 'Role of volunteering 
in contributing to social and economic cohesion', due recognition must be given to the social 
as well as economic importance of this activity.

Amendment 22
Salvatore Caronna

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. Raise awareness of the value and
importance of volunteering - To raise 
general awareness of the importance of 
volunteering as an expression of civic 
participation which contributes to issues 
which are of common concern of all 
Member States, such as a harmonious 
societal development and economic 
cohesion

4. Raise awareness of the value and 
importance of volunteering - To raise 
general awareness of the importance of 
volunteering as an expression of civic 
participation which contributes to issues 
which are of common concern of all 
Member States, such as a harmonious 
societal development and economic and 
social cohesion

Or. en

Amendment 23
Catherine Bearder

Proposal for a decision
Article 2 – paragraph 4 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4a. Celebrate and promote diversity 
among the citizens of the European 
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Union who engage in voluntary activities 
- To challenge commonly held stereotypes 
of 'volunteers' in order to raise awareness 
of the diversity of the participants 
engaged in voluntary activities across 
Europe and encourage citizens from all 
backgrounds, of all races, of all skills and 
abilities, and of all ages to become 
involved in voluntary activities in their 
community, and to promote volunteering 
as an activity open to all.

Or. en

Justification

The perceived stereotype of a "volunteer"- often characterized by a person of a certain age 
and gender, prohibits many people from thinking of themselves as a potential volunteer- and 
from going out and seeking volunteering opportunities within their communities. Challenging 
these stereotypes and expanding people's views on what constitutes volunteering work and 
who volunteers - partly by international comparisons - should be included as one of the key 
aims of the European Year on Volunteering.

Amendment 24
Seán Kelly

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. The measures to be taken to achieve the 
objectives set out in Article 2 shall include 
the following initiatives organised at 
Community, national, regional or local 
level linked to the objectives of the 
European Year:

1. The measures to be taken to achieve the 
objectives set out in Article 2 shall include 
the following initiatives organised at 
Community, national, regional or local 
level linked to the objectives of the 
European Year:

• exchange of experience and good 
practices;

• exchange of experience and good 
practices;

• dissemination of results of related 
studies and research;
• conferences, events and initiatives to 
promote debate and raise awareness of the 
importance and value of volunteering and 
to celebrate the efforts of volunteers;

• conferences, events and initiatives to 
promote dialogue and raise awareness of 
the importance and value of volunteering 
and to foster transnational networks for 
the purpose of active debate;
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• information and promotion campaigns to 
disseminate key messages.

• information and promotion campaigns to 
disseminate key messages;
• establishment of a European database of 
the stakeholders and organisations 
involved in voluntary activities;
• benefiting from synergies with other 
areas of EU action, such as in the areas 
of Youth in Action, the European Social 
Fund and sport, in order to promote 
active citizenship.

Or. en

Justification

The dissemination of studies should not be a priority, especially in light of the fact that the 
Commission is about to publish an important study on volunteering at the end of 2009. Funds 
instead should be used for the setting up of a database for volunteers and voluntary 
organisations. Synergies should be sought, where possible, with other EU initiatives and 
programmes to attain the maximum impact for the European Year.

Amendment 25
Salvatore Caronna

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – indent 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

• exchange of experience and good 
practices;

• exchange of experience and good 
practices notably by means of efficient 
systems of cooperation and networking 
between volunteer organisations;

Or. en

Amendment 26
Salvatore Caronna

Proposal for a decision
Article 3 – paragraph 1 – indent 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

• conferences, events and initiatives to • conferences, events and initiatives to 
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promote debate and raise awareness of the 
importance and value of volunteering and 
to celebrate the efforts of volunteers;

promote dialogue and raise awareness of 
the importance and value of volunteering 
and to celebrate the efforts of volunteers;

Or. en

Amendment 27
Catherine Bearder

Proposal for a decision
Article 7 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. The budget for implementing this 
Decision for the period from 1 January 
2011 to 31 December 2011 is 
EUR 6 000 000.

1. The budget for implementing this 
Decision for the period from 1 January 
2011 to 31 December 2011 is 
EUR 13 500 000.

Or. en

Justification

Budget allocations for the last 5 European Years ranged from EUR 10 million to 
EUR 17 million. The diverse and local nature of voluntary organisations spread across 
Europe pose significant challenges to the organisation of a truly inclusive pan-European Year 
on Volunteering. In order for this year to bring real benefit to civil society across Europe and 
to leave lasting networks and projects in place come 2012, the budget must be increased. This 
new figure reflects an average of previous sums granted.

Amendment 28
Seán Kelly

Proposal for a decision
Article 7 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. The budget for implementing this 
Decision for the period from 1 January 
2011 to 31 December 2011 is 
EUR 6 000 000.

1. The budget for implementing this 
Decision for the period from 1 January 
2011 to 31 December 2011 is 
EUR 10 000 000.

Or. en
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Justification

EUR 6 million is not sufficient to achieve the objectives (the European Year 2010 on fight 
against poverty and social inclusion has a budget of EUR 17 million). The fact that other 
programmes might be used for funding activities would take funds from these programmes 
that could be used elsewhere. An increase of the budget to EUR 10 million is therefore 
necessary in order to boost the impact of the year.

Amendment 29
Seán Kelly

Proposal for a decision
Annex – Section A – point 1 – indent 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

• high visibility events and forums for 
exchanging experience and good practices;

• high visibility events and forums for 
exchanging experience and good practices, 
with priorities for twinning and mobility 
programmes;

Or. en

Justification

Twinning and mobility programmes could serve as a focal point for the European Year, but 
also foster links which could be built on in the future, to ensure the legacy of the Year.

Amendment 30
Catherine Bearder

Proposal for a decision
Annex – paragraph A – subparagraph 1 – point 4 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

• a pan-European advertising campaign 
challenging traditional stereotypes of 
'volunteers' and calling upon 
international comparisons to highlight the 
variety of work carried out by volunteers 
across the European Union;

Or. en
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Justification

The perceived stereotype of a "volunteer"- often characterized by a person of a certain age 
and gender, prohibits many people from thinking of themselves as a potential volunteer- and 
from going out and seeking volunteering opportunities within their communities. Challenging 
these stereotypes and expanding people's views on what constitutes volunteering work 
through a pan-European advertising campaign will challenge these stereotypes and promote 
volunteering across the spectrum.

Amendment 31
Seán Kelly

Proposal for a decision
Annex – paragraph C – subparagraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

The final amounts awarded shall be 
determined on the basis of the individual 
grant applications submitted by the 
national coordinating body. The maximum 
Community co-financing is set at 80 % of 
the total eligible cost.

The final amounts awarded shall be 
determined on the basis of the individual 
grant applications submitted by the 
national coordinating body. The maximum 
Community co-financing is set at 70 % of 
the total eligible cost.

Or. en

Justification

More activities could be undertaken if the share of non-EU funding is increased.


