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Amendment 1
Seán Kelly

Draft opinion
Recital A 

Draft opinion Amendment

A. whereas the provision of fast broadband 
networks is vital if the objectives of the EU 
2020 strategy are to be achieved, in terms 
of promoting economic growth, 
strengthening Europe's competitiveness 
and enabling all regions and sectors of 
society to benefit from the digital 
environment,

A. whereas the provision of fast broadband 
networks is of vital importance if the 
objectives of the EU 2020 strategy are to 
be achieved, in terms of promoting 
sustainable, inclusive and territorially 
cohesive economic growth, strengthening 
Europe's competitiveness and enabling all 
regions and sectors of society to benefit 
from the digital environment,

Or. en

Amendment 2
Juozas Imbrasas

Draft opinion
Recital A 

Draft opinion Amendment

A. whereas the provision of fast broadband 
networks is vital if the objectives of the EU 
2020 strategy are to be achieved, in terms 
of promoting economic growth, 
strengthening Europe's competitiveness 
and enabling all regions and sectors of 
society to benefit from the digital 
environment,

A. whereas the EU-wide provision of fast 
broadband networks is vital if the 
objectives of the EU 2020 strategy –
including the smart, sustainable, and 
inclusive growth that the strategy is 
designed to bring about – are to be 
achieved, in terms of promoting economic 
growth, strengthening Europe's 
competitiveness, improving the 
employment situation, and enabling all 
regions and sectors of society to benefit 
from the digital environment,

Or. lt
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Amendment 3
Rosa Estaràs Ferragut

Draft opinion
Recital A 

Draft opinion Amendment

A. whereas the provision of fast broadband 
networks is vital if the objectives of the EU 
2020 strategy are to be achieved, in terms 
of promoting economic growth, 
strengthening Europe's competitiveness 
and enabling all regions and sectors of 
society to benefit from the digital 
environment,

A. whereas the provision of fast broadband 
networks is vital if the objectives of the EU 
2020 strategy are to be achieved, in terms 
of facilitating scientific research and 
innovation and thereby strengthening 
Europe's competitiveness and promoting 
long-term growth,

Or. es

Amendment 4
Luís Paulo Alves

Draft opinion
Recital A

Draft opinion Amendment

A. whereas the provision of fast broadband 
networks is vital if the objectives of the EU 
2020 strategy are to be achieved, in terms 
of promoting economic growth, 
strengthening Europe's competitiveness 
and enabling all regions and sectors of 
society to benefit from the digital 
environment,

A. whereas the provision of fast broadband 
networks is vital if the objectives of the EU 
2020 strategy are to be achieved, in terms 
of promoting economic growth, 
strengthening Europe's competitiveness, 
promoting innovation, administrative 
streamlining and digital public services
and enabling all regions and sectors of 
society to benefit from the digital 
environment,

Or. pt
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Amendment 5
Oldřich Vlasák

Draft opinion
Recital A 

Draft opinion Amendment

A. whereas the provision of fast broadband 
networks is vital if the objectives of the EU 
2020 strategy are to be achieved, in terms 
of promoting economic growth, 
strengthening Europe's competitiveness 
and enabling all regions and sectors of 
society to benefit from the digital 
environment,

A. whereas the provision of fast broadband 
networks is vital if the objectives of the EU 
2020 strategy are to be achieved, in terms 
of promoting economic growth, 
strengthening Europe's competitiveness 
and giving all regions, cities and 
municipalities the opportunity to exploit 
21st-century digital technology to the full,

Or. cs

Amendment 6
Rosa Estaràs Ferragut

Draft opinion
Recital A a (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

Aa. whereas the EU’s objectives should 
include enabling all regions and sectors 
of society to benefit from the digital 
environment, 

Or. es

Amendment 7
Erminia Mazzoni

Draft opinion
Recital A a (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

Aa. whereas the European cabling project 
begun in the last century with a view to 
building an advanced, symmetrical-speed 
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society has not progressed in a uniform 
manner and has thus given rise to 
modern-day areas of exclusion,

Or. it

Amendment 8
Erminia Mazzoni

Draft opinion
Recital A b (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

Ab. whereas, given that social, economic 
and territorial cohesion is intended to 
ensure balanced development, account 
needs to be taken of the fact that various 
regions are starting from a position of 
weakness as a result of the technological 
development disparities existing between 
Member States and between regions,  

Or. it

Amendment 9
Kerstin Westphal

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Considers that full broadband coverage
must be made a universal service, as it is 
essential to helping create equal living 
conditions in Europe;

1. Considers that full broadband coverage 
at low cost to users must be made a 
universal service, as it is essential to 
helping create equal living conditions in 
Europe; points out that there will 
otherwise be a danger of creating a digital 
divide in Europe and that rural areas will 
in development terms be left behind;

Or. de
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Amendment 10
Alain Cadec

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Considers that full broadband coverage 
must be made a universal service, as it is 
essential to helping create equal living 
conditions in Europe;

1. Considers that full broadband coverage 
must be made a universal service, as it is 
essential to helping create equal living 
conditions in Europe and is a key factor in 
stimulating economic activity in rural 
areas;

Or. fr

Amendment 11
Seán Kelly

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Considers that full broadband coverage 
must be made a universal service, as it is
essential to helping create equal living 
conditions in Europe;

1. Stresses that full broadband coverage 
must be made a universal service, as it is 
essential to helping create equal living 
conditions in Europe;

Or. en

Amendment 12
Sabine Verheyen, Joachim Zeller

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Considers that full broadband coverage 
must be made a universal service, as it is 
essential to helping create equal living 

1. Considers that full tailor-made
broadband coverage at affordable prices
must be made a universal service, as it is 
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conditions in Europe; essential to helping create equal living 
conditions in Europe;

Or. de

Amendment 13
Juozas Imbrasas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Considers that full broadband coverage 
must be made a universal service, as it is 
essential to helping create equal living 
conditions in Europe;

1. Considers that full broadband coverage 
must be made a universal service, as it is 
essential to helping create equal living 
conditions in the whole of Europe, rural 
areas included;

Or. lt

Amendment 14
Luís Paulo Alves

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Considers that full broadband coverage 
must be made a universal service, as it is 
essential to helping create equal living 
conditions in Europe;

1. Considers that full broadband coverage 
must be made a universal service, as it is 
essential to helping create equal living 
conditions in Europe and thereby 
contributing to equal opportunities and 
action to combat the digital divide;

Or. pt
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Amendment 15
Vasilica Viorica Dăncilă

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Considers that full broadband coverage 
must be made a universal service, as it is 
essential to helping create equal living 
conditions in Europe;

1. Considers that full broadband coverage, 
particularly for mobile telephone 
networks, providing a more efficient 
service with less investment than for fixed 
telephone services,  must be made a 
universal service, as it is essential to 
helping create equal living conditions 
between urban and rural areas and 
between regions and Member States, 
thereby contributing to cohesion policy in 
Europe;

Or. ro

Amendment 16
Georgios Stavrakakis, Kerstin Westphal

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Considers that full broadband coverage 
must be made a universal service, as it is 
essential to helping create equal living 
conditions in Europe;

1. Considers that full broadband coverage 
must be made a universal service, as it is 
essential to helping create equal living 
conditions in Europe and therefore to 
enhancing cohesion across EU regions;

Or. en

Amendment 17
Franz Obermayr

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 
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Draft opinion Amendment

1. Considers that full broadband coverage 
must be made a universal service, as it is 
essential to helping create equal living 
conditions in Europe;

1. Considers that full broadband coverage 
must be made a universal service, as it is 
essential to helping create equal 
opportunities as regards access to digital 
information;

Or. de

Amendment 18
Lambert van Nistelrooij

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Stresses the importance of broadband 
in Europe as an element of territorial 
cohesion and welcomes the concentration 
and clustering of activities in certain 
regions, subject to interlinking and 
collaboration in the context of European 
cooperation and development;

Or. nl

Amendment 19
Lambert van Nistelrooij

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 b (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

1b. Highlights the need to make best use 
of complementary technologies like 
broadband by satellite in order to achieve 
broadband coverage in rural areas 
without undue burdens on consumers or 
the industry;
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Or. en

Amendment 20
Karima Delli, Elisabeth Schroedter

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Takes the view that cable connections 
should, without exception, be the priority 
solution for all new telecommunications 
networks, and that existing WiFi, WiMAX 
and LTE (long-term evolution) hotspots 
should be replaced with broadband cable 
connections wherever possible;

Or. fr

Amendment 21
Karima Delli, Elisabeth Schroedter

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 b (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

1b. Considers that local people should be 
consulted on the installation of all new 
WiFi, WiMAX and LTE networks and 
that wireless-free zones should be 
maintained around sites used by sensitive 
population groups, such as schools and 
hospitals;

Or. fr

Amendment 22
Luís Paulo Alves

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Digital technologies are essential to 
territorial cohesion, giving the outermost 
regions of the EU a more important role;   
steps must therefore be taken to overcome 
the difficulties encountered by regions in 
the field of technology and services, in 
terms of availability, quality and pricing, 
and thus to bring them closer to the EU 
average;

Or. pt

Amendment 23
Oldřich Vlasák

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Points out that, in addition to 
measures aimed at supporting the 
provision of broadband networks and 
other network technologies, it is especially 
important to ensure that investments are 
also directed towards the development of 
applications and programmes for the use 
of the IT infrastructure, which will 
improve the life of citizens, support the 
provision of online public services and 
enhance the quality of public 
administration; 

Or. cs

Amendment 24
Kerstin Westphal

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 
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Draft opinion Amendment

2. Notes that the cost in administrative and 
planning terms of implementing national 
and European broadband support 
programmes is considerable; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission and the 
Member States to simplify conditions for 
support as well as procedures as far as 
possible, in order to step up the flow of 
funds;

2. Notes that the cost in administrative and 
planning terms of implementing national 
and European broadband support 
programmes is considerable; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission, the Member 
States, and regional authorities to simplify 
conditions for support as well as 
procedures as far as possible, in order to 
step up the flow of funds;

Or. de

Amendment 25
Juozas Imbrasas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Notes that the cost in administrative and 
planning terms of implementing national 
and European broadband support 
programmes is considerable; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission and the 
Member States to simplify conditions for 
support as well as procedures as far as 
possible, in order to step up the flow of 
funds;

2. Notes that the cost in administrative and 
planning terms of implementing national 
and European broadband support 
programmes is considerable; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission and the 
Member States to simplify conditions for 
support as well as procedures as far as 
possible, in order to step up the flow of 
funds and hence provide all market 
players with sufficient incentives to invest;

Or. lt

Amendment 26
Sabine Verheyen, Joachim Zeller

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 
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Draft opinion Amendment

2. Notes that the cost in administrative and 
planning terms of implementing national 
and European broadband support 
programmes is considerable; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission and the 
Member States to simplify conditions for 
support as well as procedures as far as 
possible, in order to step up the flow of 
funds;

2. Notes that State aid for broadband, that 
is to say, the use of EU funding expressly 
for that purpose, is an appropriate option 
when broadband development cannot be 
shown to be economically worthwhile;
given that the cost in administrative and 
planning terms of implementing national 
and European broadband support 
programmes is considerable, calls on the 
Commission and the Member States to 
simplify conditions for support as well as 
procedures as far as possible, in order to 
step up the flow of funds and, help 
accelerate broadband roll-out;

Or. de

Amendment 27
Oldřich Vlasák

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Notes that the cost in administrative and 
planning terms of implementing national 
and European broadband support 
programmes is considerable; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission and the 
Member States to simplify conditions for 
support as well as procedures as far as 
possible, in order to step up the flow of 
funds;

2. Notes that the cost in administrative and 
planning terms of implementing national 
and European broadband support 
programmes is considerable; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission and the 
Member States to ensure that conditions 
and procedures are simplified as far as 
possible and that regions, cities and 
municipalities can draw on maximum 
financial support as rapidly as possible;

Or. cs
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Amendment 28
Vasilica Viorica Dăncilă

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Notes that the cost in administrative and 
planning terms of implementing national 
and European broadband support 
programmes is considerable; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission and the 
Member States to simplify conditions for 
support as well as procedures as far as 
possible, in order to step up the flow of 
funds;

2. Notes that the cost in administrative and 
planning terms of implementing national 
and European broadband support 
programmes is considerable; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission and the 
Member States, in accordance with the 
‘information society’ initiatives,  to 
simplify conditions for support as well as 
procedures as far as possible, as well as 
providing them with support, in order to 
step up the flow of funds in this sector;

Or. ro

Amendment 29
Iosif Matula, Iuliu Winkler

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Notes that the cost in administrative and 
planning terms of implementing national 
and European broadband support 
programmes is considerable; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission and the 
Member States to simplify conditions for 
support as well as procedures as far as 
possible, in order to step up the flow of 
funds;

2. Notes that the cost in administrative and 
planning terms of implementing national 
and European broadband support 
programmes and improving exchanges of 
good practice at regional level is 
considerable; calls, therefore, on the 
Commission and the Member States to 
simplify conditions for support as well as 
procedures as far as possible and to 
encourage public-private partnerships, in 
order to step up the use of European 
funding earmarked for the diversification 
of ICT services;

Or. ro
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Amendment 30
Sophie Auconie

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Notes that the cost in administrative and 
planning terms of implementing national 
and European broadband support 
programmes is considerable; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission and the 
Member States to simplify conditions for 
support as well as procedures as far as 
possible, in order to step up the flow of 
funds;

2. Notes that the cost in administrative and 
planning terms of implementing national 
and European broadband support 
programmes is considerable; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission and the 
Member States to simplify conditions for 
support as well as procedures as far as 
possible, in order to step up the flow of 
funds and foster the economic 
development of the areas concerned;

Or. fr

Amendment 31
Sabine Verheyen, Joachim Zeller

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Calls on the Commission to apply 
more investment incentivised elements 
within the regulatory framework and 
provide stimulus to use synergies from 
infrastructure projects;

Or. en

Amendment 32
Sabine Verheyen, Joachim Zeller

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 
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Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that European law on aid, as it 
currently stands, frequently leads in 
practice to legal uncertainty, hampering 
planned investment; calls, therefore, on the 
Commission to examine to what extent the 
rules could be simplified and made more 
investment-friendly;

3. Notes that European law on aid, as it 
currently stands, frequently leads in 
practice to legal uncertainty, hampering 
planned investment; calls, therefore, on the 
Commission to examine to what extent the 
rules could be simplified and made more 
investment-friendly and departures should 
be permitted from standard broadband 
support measures; considers that the 
broadband guidelines should, in addition, 
serve to clarify the application of the law 
on aid for the purposes of setting up 
public broadband companies or of 
cooperation between municipalities or 
PPP models;

Or. de

Amendment 33
Juozas Imbrasas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that European law on aid, as it 
currently stands, frequently leads in 
practice to legal uncertainty, hampering 
planned investment; calls, therefore, on the 
Commission to examine to what extent the 
rules could be simplified and made more 
investment-friendly;

3. Notes that European law on aid, as it 
currently stands, frequently leads in 
practice to legal uncertainty, hampering 
planned investment; calls, therefore, on the 
Commission to examine to what extent the 
rules could be simplified and made more 
investment-friendly so as to promote 
investment and innovation and remove 
obstacles to broadband roll-out;

Or. lt
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Amendment 34
Rosa Estaràs Ferragut

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that European law on aid, as it 
currently stands, frequently leads in 
practice to legal uncertainty, hampering 
planned investment; calls, therefore, on the 
Commission to examine to what extent the 
rules could be simplified and made more 
investment-friendly;

3. Notes that European law on aid, as it 
currently stands, is in some respects rigid 
and frequently leads in practice to legal 
uncertainty, hampering planned 
investment; calls, therefore, on the 
Commission to examine to what extent the 
rules could be simplified in order to 
establish a more investment-friendly 
framework;

Or. es

Amendment 35
Elisabeth Schroedter, Karima Delli

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that European law on aid, as it 
currently stands, frequently leads in 
practice to legal uncertainty, hampering 
planned investment; calls, therefore, on the 
Commission to examine to what extent the 
rules could be simplified and made more 
investment-friendly;

3. Notes that European law on aid, as it 
currently stands, frequently leads in 
practice to legal uncertainty, hampering 
planned investment; calls, therefore, on the 
Commission to examine to what extent the 
rules could be simplified and made more 
investment-friendly; calls on the 
Commission and the Body of European 
Regulators for Electronic 
Communications (BEREC), in 
consultation with public authorities, to 
facilitate public-private partnerships and  
employ other European sources of 
financing, not least ERDF, EIB, and 
EBRD funds;

Or. de
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Amendment 36
Oldřich Vlasák

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that European law on aid, as it 
currently stands, frequently leads in 
practice to legal uncertainty, hampering 
planned investment; calls, therefore, on the 
Commission to examine to what extent the 
rules could be simplified and made more 
investment-friendly;

3. Notes that European law on aid, as it 
currently stands, frequently leads in 
practice to legal uncertainty, hampering 
planned investment; calls, therefore, on the 
Commission to examine to what extent the 
rules could be simplified and made more 
investment-friendly, and an unnecessary 
administrative burden on regional and 
local authorities avoided; 

Or. cs

Amendment 37
Petru Constantin Luhan

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Notes that European law on aid, as it 
currently stands, frequently leads in 
practice to legal uncertainty, hampering 
planned investment; calls, therefore, on the 
Commission to examine to what extent the 
rules could be simplified and made more 
investment-friendly;

3. Notes that European law on aid, as it 
currently stands, frequently leads in 
practice to legal uncertainty, hampering 
planned investment; calls, therefore, on the 
Commission to examine to what extent the 
rules could be simplified and designed to 
encourage investments, particularly in 
those areas where they would otherwise 
have been unprofitable;

Or. ro
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Amendment 38
Alain Cadec

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Calls on regional and local authorities 
and businesses to use ERDF funding to 
improve broadband coverage, in 
particular in rural areas;

Or. fr

Amendment 39
Sabine Verheyen, Joachim Zeller

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Supports rapid expansion of 
broadband infrastructure and calls on the 
Member States to give effect without delay 
to the NGA recommendation aimed at 
improving legal certainty, investment, and 
competition; considers that regulators 
must ensure that all market players at any 
one time have sufficient incentives to 
enter into competition and invest;

Or. de

Amendment 40
Nuno Teixeira

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Points to the fact that the 
geographical and natural features of 
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some regions, in particular their hilly and 
difficult terrains, make land-line internet 
access impracticable and that new-
generation wireless terrestrial services are 
an alternative means of achieving the 
broadband cover target in such regions;

Or. pt

Amendment 41
Petru Constantin Luhan

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Calls on the Commission to give 
particular importance to public-private 
partnerships and facilitate the use of 
structural instruments within this context;

Or. ro

Amendment 42
Sabine Verheyen, Joachim Zeller

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Points out that the definition of basic 
provision will have to be adjusted in future 
in line with changed requirements; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission, in view of 
the likely failure of the market to supply 
rural areas with NGA networks, to 
incorporate new organisational models for 
the provision and financing of high-speed 
and ultra-high-speed networks as an option 
into the broadband guidelines;

4. Points out that the definition of basic 
provision will have to be adjusted in future 
in line with changed requirements 
resulting from the ever increasing 
transmission rates being recorded by 
innovative Internet services such as 
eGovernment, eHealth, or eLearning;
calls, therefore, on the Commission, in 
view of the likely failure of the market to 
supply rural areas with NGA networks, to 
incorporate new organisational models, 
providing in particular for the 
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involvement of local authorities, for the 
provision and financing of high-speed and 
ultra-high-speed networks as an option into 
the broadband guidelines;

Or. de

Amendment 43
Juozas Imbrasas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Points out that the definition of basic 
provision will have to be adjusted in future 
in line with changed requirements; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission, in view of 
the likely failure of the market to supply 
rural areas with NGA networks, to 
incorporate new organisational models for 
the provision and financing of high-speed 
and ultra-high-speed networks as an option 
into the broadband guidelines;

4. Points out that the definition of basic 
provision will have to be adjusted in future 
in line with changed requirements; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission, in view of 
the likely failure of the market to supply 
rural areas with NGA networks, to 
incorporate new organisational models for 
the provision and financing of high-speed 
and ultra-high-speed networks as an option 
into the broadband guidelines in order to 
make broadband functions accessible to 
all Europeans;

Or. lt

Amendment 44
Elisabeth Schroedter, Karima Delli

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Points out that the definition of basic 
provision will have to be adjusted in future 
in line with changed requirements; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission, in view of 
the likely failure of the market to supply 
rural areas with NGA networks, to 

4. Points out that the definition of basic 
provision will have to be adjusted in future 
in line with changed requirements; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission, in view of 
the likely failure of the market to supply 
rural areas with NGA networks, to 
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incorporate new organisational models for 
the provision and financing of high-speed 
and ultra-high-speed networks as an option 
into the broadband guidelines;

incorporate new organisational models, 
including citizens’ networks and publicly 
run networks or those acquired using 
public funds, for the provision and 
financing of high-speed and ultra-high-
speed networks, as an option into the 
broadband guidelines in order to ensure 
that urban and rural areas will be treated 
equally and coverage can extend to thinly 
populated areas and to guarantee the 
same standards as regards quality, access, 
and pricing;

Or. de

Amendment 45
Oldřich Vlasák

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Points out that the definition of basic 
provision will have to be adjusted in future 
in line with changed requirements; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission, in view of 
the likely failure of the market to supply 
rural areas with NGA networks, to 
incorporate new organisational models for 
the provision and financing of high-speed 
and ultra-high-speed networks as an option 
into the broadband guidelines;

4. Points out that the definition of basic 
provision will have to be adjusted in future 
in line with changed requirements; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission, in view of 
the likely failure of the market to supply 
rural areas with NGA networks, to 
incorporate new organisational models for 
the provision and financing of high-speed 
and ultra-high-speed networks as an option 
into the guidelines on the use of 
broadband;

Or. cs

Amendment 46
Georgios Stavrakakis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 
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Draft opinion Amendment

4. Points out that the definition of basic 
provision will have to be adjusted in future 
in line with changed requirements; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission, in view of 
the likely failure of the market to supply 
rural areas with NGA networks, to 
incorporate new organisational models for 
the provision and financing of high-speed 
and ultra-high-speed networks as an option 
into the broadband guidelines;

4. Points out that the definition of basic 
provision will have to be adjusted in future 
in line with changed requirements; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission, in view of 
the likely failure of the market to supply 
islands, mountainous and rural areas with 
NGA networks, to incorporate new 
organisational models for the provision and 
financing of high-speed and ultra-high-
speed networks as an option into the 
broadband guidelines;

Or. en

Amendment 47
Iosif Matula, Iuliu Winkler

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Points out that the definition of basic 
provision will have to be adjusted in future 
in line with changed requirements; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission, in view of 
the likely failure of the market to supply 
rural areas with NGA networks, to 
incorporate new organisational models for 
the provision and financing of high-speed 
and ultra-high-speed networks as an option 
into the broadband guidelines;

4. Points out that the definition of basic 
provision will have to be adjusted in future 
in line with changed requirements; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission, in view of 
the likely failure of the market to supply 
rural areas with NGA networks, to 
incorporate new organisational models for 
the provision and financing of high-speed 
and ultra-high-speed networks as an option 
into the broadband guidelines; calls for the 
use of Wi-Fi support networks for the 
development of broadband 
infrastructures, especially in more 
isolated rural areas, a move which could 
help reduce costs and installation times;

Or. ro
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Amendment 48
Sabine Verheyen, Joachim Zeller

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Points to the goal of establishing a 
predictable regulatory environment for 
investment and competition to promote 
investment in high-speed networks and 
technically and economically sound non-
discriminatory access and cooperation 
opportunities;

Or. de

Amendment 49
Kerstin Westphal

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Considers that, even at the current level 
of basic provision, the use of ‘digital 
dividend’ frequencies will not solve the 
problem of gaps in NGA networks in the 
long term; believes, therefore, that it would 
be appropriate to enable funding to be 
provided for ducts for NGA networks in 
these areas.

5. Considers that, even at the current level 
of basic provision, the use of ‘digital 
dividend’ frequencies will not solve the 
problem of gaps in NGA networks in the 
long term, especially in view of the fact 
that radio communications may have 
long-term health effects; believes, 
therefore, that it would be appropriate to 
enable funding to be provided for ducts for 
NGA networks in these areas.

Or. de

Amendment 50
Seán Kelly

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 
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Draft opinion Amendment

5. Considers that, even at the current level 
of basic provision, the use of ‘digital 
dividend’ frequencies will not solve the 
problem of gaps in NGA networks in the 
long term; believes, therefore, that it would 
be appropriate to enable funding to be 
provided for ducts for NGA networks in 
these areas.

5. Considers that, even at the current level 
of basic provision, the use of ‘digital 
dividend’ frequencies will not solve the 
problem of gaps in NGA networks in the 
long term; believes, therefore, that it would 
be appropriate to mobilise all available 
EU, national and regional funding for 
ducts for NGA networks in these areas;

Or. en

Amendment 51
Sabine Verheyen, Joachim Zeller

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Considers that, even at the current level 
of basic provision, the use of ‘digital 
dividend’ frequencies will not solve the 
problem of gaps in NGA networks in the 
long term; believes, therefore, that it would 
be appropriate to enable funding to be 
provided for ducts for NGA networks in 
these areas.

5. Considers that, even at the current level 
of basic provision, the use of ‘digital 
dividend’ frequencies based on LTE 
technology will not solve the problem of 
gaps in NGA networks in rural areas in 
the long term; believes, therefore, that it 
would be appropriate to enable funding to 
be provided for ducts for NGA networks in 
these areas, giving priority to fibre optic-
based broadband development, where this 
would be the most economical and 
sustainable solution in the long term.

Or. de

Amendment 52
Sabine Verheyen, Joachim Zeller

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new) 
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Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Maintains that satellite-based systems 
and other complementary technologies 
must be used to the best possible effect so 
as to enable rural areas to benefit from 
economically sustainable broadband 
provision at affordable prices.

Or. de

Amendment 53
Francesco De Angelis

Draft opinion 
Paragraph 5 a (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Takes the view that the public funding 
earmarked for broadband services can be 
an effective lever to boost the 
competitiveness of EU regions if it is 
channelled into the development of up-to-
date, new-generation infrastructure with a 
high transmission capacity in areas that 
have a major broadband connection 
deficit; believes that such areas, in 
particular those with a large industrial 
base and a high population density, could 
very swiftly benefit from the innovative 
and creative potential of the new services 
available to individuals and businesses; 

Or. it

Amendment 54
Francesco De Angelis

Draft opinion 
Paragraph 5 b (new) 
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Draft opinion Amendment

5b. Believes that steps should be taken to 
promote investment projects, including in 
the form of public-private partnerships, 
for the building of open networks 
enabling competition to be genuinely 
enhanced to the benefit of technological 
innovation and economic development in 
EU regions;  

Or. it

Amendment 55
Rosa Estaràs Ferragut

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a(new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Calls for the various financial 
instruments brought to bear to take due 
account of the specific characteristics of 
regions, in particular those with special 
economic, geographical and demographic 
features in terms of remoteness, inherent 
difficulties as regards competitive markets 
or a lack of economies of scale; 

Or. es

Amendment 56
Nuno Teixeira

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Stresses that actions in this area are 
undertaken predominantly at local level, 
and endorses the Commission’s efforts to 
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develop and improve mechanisms that will 
enable local actors to obtain relevant 
information to reduce investment costs; 
considers that, for broadband plans to 
become fully operational, not only must 
the Commission and the Member States 
cooperate, but regional and local 
authorities must also be involved in 
devising the plans; 

Or. pt

Amendment 57
Vasilica Viorica Dăncilă

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Considers that the extension of 
broadband networks, primarily in rural 
areas, will facilitate better 
communications, particularly for persons 
with reduced mobility or living in isolated 
conditions, as well as improving access to 
services and encouraging the development 
of small and medium-sized enterprises in 
rural areas, thereby helping to create new 
jobs and develop new services in these 
localities;

Or. ro

Amendment 58
Iosif Matula, Iuliu Winkler

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Calls on the Member States to 
establish what measures can be taken to 
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facilitate market penetration by new 
operators with a view to encouraging a 
competitive environment;

Or. ro

Amendment 59
Iosif Matula, Iuliu Winkler

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 b (new) 

Draft opinion Amendment

5b. Welcomes the EU action plan for 
critical infrastructure protection in the 
field of information technology and calls 
for measures to improve online safety.

Or. ro


