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Amendment 1
Rosa Estaràs Ferragut

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Welcomes the EU Action Plan on 
improving access to finance for SMEs;

1. Welcomes the EU Action Plan on 
improving access to finance for SMEs; 
takes the view that the plan is necessary 
so as to ensure that SMEs can surmount 
the difficulties they are currently facing in 
this time of economic crisis;

Or. es

Amendment 2
Luís Paulo Alves

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Welcomes the EU Action Plan on 
improving access to finance for SMEs;

1. Welcomes the EU Action Plan on 
improving access to finance for SMEs, in 
line with the priorities of the Europe 2020 
Strategy;

Or. pt

Amendment 3
Michael Theurer

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Welcomes the EU Action Plan on 
improving access to finance for SMEs;

1. Welcomes the EU Action Plan on 
improving access to finance for small and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs);
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Or. de

Amendment 4
Rodi Kratsa-Tsagaropoulou

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Acknowledges that ensuring sufficient 
and timely access to finance for SMEs 
stimulates and reinforces economic growth, 
job creation and labour productivity;

2. Acknowledges that ensuring sufficient 
and timely access to finance for SMEs 
stimulates and reinforces economic growth, 
job creation, labour productivity and social 
cohesion, which are vital for the 
prosperity of EU regions; in this regard, 
calls for special attention to be paid to 
SMEs in regions suffering from 
geographical handicaps, such as island 
regions and outermost regions;

Or. fr

Amendment 5
Rosa Estaràs Ferragut

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Acknowledges that ensuring sufficient 
and timely access to finance for SMEs 
stimulates and reinforces economic growth, 
job creation and labour productivity;

2. Acknowledges that ensuring sufficient
and timely access to finance for SMEs 
stimulates and reinforces economic growth, 
job creation and labour productivity; 
supports the Commission's initiative to 
establish a financial instrument to 
alleviate the indebtedness of SMEs, given 
their current problems in obtaining 
finance from traditional channels; 

Or. es
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Amendment 6
Petru Constantin Luhan

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Acknowledges that ensuring sufficient 
and timely access to finance for SMEs 
stimulates and reinforces economic growth, 
job creation and labour productivity;

2. Points out that it is the SMEs, the 
economic backbone of the European 
Union, which have unfortunately been 
hardest hit by the economic and financial 
crisis; acknowledges accordingly that 
ensuring sufficient and timely access to 
finance for SMEs stimulates and reinforces 
economic growth, job creation and labour 
productivity;

Or. ro

Amendment 7
Michael Theurer

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Acknowledges that ensuring sufficient 
and timely access to finance for SMEs 
stimulates and reinforces economic growth, 
job creation and labour productivity;

2. Acknowledges that ensuring sufficient 
and timely access to finance for SMEs 
stimulates and reinforces economic growth, 
job creation and labour productivity, since, 
according to Eurostat, in the last five 
years alone 80% of all new jobs were 
created by SMEs, which thus form the 
backbone of the European economy;

Or. de

Amendment 8
Jean-Jacob Bicep

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2
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Draft opinion Amendment

2. Acknowledges that ensuring sufficient 
and timely access to finance for SMEs 
stimulates and reinforces economic growth, 
job creation and labour productivity;

2. Acknowledges that ensuring sufficient 
and timely access to finance for SMEs 
stimulates and reinforces economic growth, 
job creation and labour productivity; 
stresses the need, however, to ensure that 
this funding generates strong regional 
development and protects local jobs;

Or. fr

Amendment 9
Nuno Teixeira

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Supports an increase in the European 
Investment Bank’s capital as a means of 
improving the provision of loans to SMEs 
and carrying out new investments to 
relaunch economic activity, create 
employment and generate wealth.

Or. pt

Amendment 10
Nuno Teixeira

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Recognises that cohesion policy, being 
the main tool of convergence and 
sustainable development of the EU, is one 
of the main sources of support for its 
SMEs;

3. Recognises that cohesion policy, being 
the main tool of convergence and 
sustainable development of the EU, is one 
of the main sources of support for its 
SMEs; understands that future financial 
support under the cohesion policy and the 
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Programme for the Competitiveness of 
Enterprises and SMEs (COSME) should 
be focused on strengthening the research 
and innovation capacities of SMEs and 
improving their competitiveness at global 
level.

Or. pt

Amendment 11
Jean-Jacob Bicep

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Recognises that cohesion policy, being 
the main tool of convergence and 
sustainable development of the EU, is one 
of the main sources of support for its 
SMEs;

3. Recognises that cohesion policy, being 
the main tool of convergence and 
sustainable development of the EU, is one 
of the main sources of support for its 
SMEs; underlines, therefore, that, in the 
context of this convergence objective, 
preferential access to finance for SMEs 
should be granted to the least developed 
regions or to those undergoing economic 
difficulties, in order to improve sub-
optimal investment situations;

Or. fr

Amendment 12
Mojca Kleva

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Recognises that cohesion policy, being 
the main tool of convergence and 
sustainable development of the EU, is one 
of the main sources of support for its 
SMEs;

3. Acknowledges that at the time of fiscal 
constraint and reduced lending capacity 
of the private sector, SMEs should be 
targeted with strengthened European 
support to continue generating 
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employment, innovation and growth;
recognises that cohesion policy, being the 
main investment tool for convergence and 
sustainable development of the EU, is one 
of the main sources of support for its 
SMEs;

Or. en

Amendment 13
Rodi Kratsa-Tsagaropoulou

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Recognises that cohesion policy, being 
the main tool of convergence and 
sustainable development of the EU, is one 
of the main sources of support for its 
SMEs;

3. Recognises that cohesion policy, being 
the main tool of convergence and 
sustainable development of the EU, is one 
of the main sources of support for its SMEs 
and highlights its importance with a view 
to the recovery of the EU economy and its 
competitiveness and to the convergence of 
its regions;

Or. fr

Amendment 14
Rosa Estaràs Ferragut

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Recognises that cohesion policy, being 
the main tool of convergence and 
sustainable development of the EU, is one 
of the main sources of support for its 
SMEs;

3. Recognises that cohesion policy, being 
the main tool of convergence and 
sustainable development of the EU, is one 
of the main sources of support for its 
SMEs, and should be directly or indirectly 
coordinated with all sectoral measures 
established in support of SMEs;
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Or. es

Amendment 15
Francesco De Angelis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Recognises that cohesion policy, being 
the main tool of convergence and 
sustainable development of the EU, is one 
of the main sources of support for its 
SMEs;

3. Recognises that cohesion policy, being 
the main tool of convergence and 
sustainable development of the EU, is one 
of the main sources of support for its SMEs 
and that its scope is not limited solely to 
the implementation of the objectives of the 
EU 2020 strategy under Article 174 
TFEU;

Or. it

Amendment 16
Nuno Teixeira

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Understands that SMEs have a 
decisive role to play in the economic and 
social development of the outermost 
regions and that specific support 
programmes need to be developed, similar 
to the POSEI, as well as additional 
mechanisms to make credit available to 
enterprises operating in these European 
regions;

Or. pt

Amendment 17
Petru Constantin Luhan

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Stresses that SMEs play a major role 
in regional development and that future 
provisions governing the financial 
services sector should accordingly take 
account of their funding requirements;

Or. ro

Amendment 18
Petru Constantin Luhan

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3b. Takes the view that cohesion policy 
resources for SMEs should be channelled 
towards risk capital financing so as to 
ensure greater banking sector 
involvement and more effective structural 
fund deployment;

Or. ro

Amendment 19
Mojca Kleva

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Highlights the need to further stimulate 
simplification of administrative procedures 
at European, national and subnational
levels for the beneficiaries, especially for 
SMEs, when applying for EU funds or 
when using existing financial instruments.

4. Highlights the need to further stimulate 
simplification of administrative procedures 
at European, national, regional and local 
levels for the beneficiaries, especially for 
SMEs, when applying for EU funds or 
when using existing financial instruments; 
supports the Commission's decision to 
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improve, reinforce and strengthen the use 
and monitoring of the new innovative 
financial instruments in cohesion policy 
targeted at SMEs in the future regulatory 
framework; calls on the Commission to 
guarantee clarity, simplicity and 
transparency for the new innovative 
financial instruments directed towards 
SMEs so as to ensure that application of 
those instruments can have an immediate 
effect on closing of financing gaps for 
SMEs;

Or. en

Amendment 20
Jean-Jacob Bicep

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Highlights the need to further stimulate 
simplification of administrative procedures 
at European, national and subnational 
levels for the beneficiaries, especially for 
SMEs, when applying for EU funds or 
when using existing financial instruments.

4. Highlights the need to further stimulate 
simplification of administrative procedures 
at European, national and subnational 
levels for the beneficiaries, especially for 
SMEs, when applying for EU funds or 
when using existing financial instruments; 
encourages a principle of priorities and of 
shared management in access to finance –
fundamental concepts that underpin 
cohesion policy and enable regional and 
national authorities to take part in the 
planning and implementation of such 
funding;

Or. fr

Amendment 21
Luís Paulo Alves

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4
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Draft opinion Amendment

4. Highlights the need to further stimulate 
simplification of administrative procedures 
at European, national and subnational
levels for the beneficiaries, especially for 
SMEs, when applying for EU funds or 
when using existing financial instruments.

4. Highlights the need to further stimulate 
simplification of administrative procedures 
at European, national and regional levels 
for the beneficiaries, especially for SMEs, 
when applying for EU funds or when using 
existing financial instruments, to help 
render these procedures more 
transparent, understandable and coherent 
at all levels;

Or. pt

Amendment 22
Rodi Kratsa-Tsagaropoulou

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Highlights the need to further stimulate 
simplification of administrative procedures 
at European, national and subnational 
levels for the beneficiaries, especially for 
SMEs, when applying for EU funds or 
when using existing financial instruments.

4. Highlights the need to further stimulate 
simplification of administrative procedures 
at European, national and subnational 
levels and to endeavour to limit the 
regulatory complexity which is often an 
obstacle for the beneficiaries, especially 
for SMEs, when applying for EU funds or 
when using existing financial instruments.

Or. fr

Amendment 23
Jean-Jacob Bicep

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Supports the Commission's proposal 
to recognise the heterogeneity of SMEs in 
Europe's regions and the need to 
implement a broad range of tailored 
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programmes and instruments; encourages 
the Commission to go further in 
developing measures that are tailored to 
the specific regional circumstances in 
which SMEs develop, taking account, in 
particular, of the constraints and 
disadvantages linked to their outermost or 
island locations (limited size of local 
markets, distance of market outlets and 
supply sources, need for larger stocks, 
etc.);

Or. fr

Amendment 24
Michael Theurer

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Calls, therefore, on the Member 
States, in the interest of simplifying 
administrative procedures, to designate a 
one-stop agency for applicants with a view 
to facilitating access to the structural 
funds for SMEs too;

Or. de

Amendment 25
Petru Constantin Luhan

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Calls for measures to promote 
innovatory financial solutions for SMEs, 
especially those newly created, with a view 
to boosting their performance and, by 
extension the development of all EU 
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regions;

Or. ro

Amendment 26
Jean-Jacob Bicep

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4b. Calls for the provision of both a clear, 
simple and transparent legal framework 
for access to finance and an ex ante and 
ex post evaluation system concerning the 
role of SMEs in the social, economic and 
environmental transition under way; calls 
on the Commission to lay down, in the 
rules concerned, useful requirements 
relating to the monitoring of beneficiaries 
and environmental prerogatives in order 
to ensure that economic dynamism is fair 
and sustainable;

Or. fr

Amendment 27
Michael Theurer

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4b. Recommends that the structural funds 
be used for funding instruments such as 
Business Angels with a view to generating 
additional finance for SMEs;

Or. de

Amendment 28
Michael Theurer
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4c. Stresses the need to inform SMEs 
about opportunities for funding via the 
structural funds; considers that existing 
bodies such as the Enterprise Europe 
Network should be used and strengthened 
for this purpose;

Or. de

Amendment 29
Michael Theurer

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4d. Notes the need, in the interests of 
SMEs, to simplify and shorten the 
authorisation procedures for obtaining 
finance from the structural funds, and to 
pay out subsidies more promptly;

Or. de


