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TABLED BY: Mr Van Nistelrooij (EPP) Committee on Regional Development 
‘Enhancing regional and local cooperation through the promotion of EU regional policy 
on a global scale’ Budget line 13 03 23

REMARKS:
This is to continue and enhance the pilot project ‘Enhancing regional and local cooperation 
through the promotion of EU regional policy on a global scale’ initiated in 2009.

JUSTIFICATION:
The international dimension of cohesion policy has matured considerably over the course of 
2009 and beginning of 2010, due in large part to the additional opportunities afforded by the 
resources provided by the EP pilot project. The initial pilot project has been implemented 
with considerable success and it is for this reason the REGI Committee wishes to 
continue with the project, widening its scope and focusing more particularly on the area 
of developing regional governance, running training programmes in place-based policy 
design and strategic planning, as well as procedural questions concerning control 
mechanisms and good financial management.

TABLED BY: The Green group members of the Committee on Regional Development
Understanding of the macroregion strategy

REMARKS:
The macroregion strategy put in place in the Baltic is an innovative framework for improving 
European integration from the European ‘catchment areas’. Other projects are being 
developed: Danube, Alps, Western Mediterranean, Atlantic Arc. 

It is important for other regions to know about the Baltic Sea experience so that other projects 
can draw on the lessons of that experience and be taken into account in future cohesion 
policies.

Proposed action: 

1) Organise an event in the Baltic Sea to familiarise all interested 
European regions with the Baltic approach and the principles of a 
macroregion. € 200 000 

2) Organise a seminar in Brussels to support the national and regional 
authorities involved in a macroregion project.

€ 150 000

3) Draw up and publicise a framework document on macroregions.
€ 150 000

TOTAL Pilot Project: € 500 000
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TABLED BY: Tamás DEUTSCH, Committee for Regional Development
Framework for assistance partnerships between European regions with highest 
disparities in economic development and GDP figures

REMARKS:
The overall vision of the project:
1) Establish framework for bilateral partnerships for transmitting best practice 
experience in business and economy from the 50 of the most developed European regions to 
20 of the least-developed European regions. Statistical basis for the definition of regions to be 
involved is the GDP per capita figure.  
2) Concrete form of technical assistance and transmission of know-how in economy and 
business development are consultancy, study visits, workshops, training courses or social 
events.  Key topics will have to involve primarily experience in the use of EU funds (regional 
or cohesion funds, pre-accession assistance, rural development), participation in research 
framework programmes, implementing development measures for SMEs, and creating 
dynamism on regional job markets.
3) Target group of the project includes local authorities, SMEs, NGOs, civil organisations, 
professional organisations and associations.

The benefit of achieving these three key aspects:
- Creation of new sister-regions contributing to effectiveness of EU regional and cohesion 
policy 
- Promotion of appropriate use of existing EU funds and tools for the least developed EU 
regions
- Involving most-developed regions into the initiatives of cohesion policy 

Keywords: 
EU regional policy, EU Structural and Cohesion Funds, rural development, SMEs, economic 
crisis

TABLED BY: The Green group members of the Regional Development committee
The implementation of the partnership principle in Structural Funds

REMARKS:
The implementation of the partnership principle in Structural Funds

According to Article 11 of General Regulation on the Structural Funds, partners have to be 
involved in the preparation, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of Structural Fund 
programmes. Experience shows that overall the implementation of the partnership principle 
seems to have improved over the years. However, major obstacles, which vary from country 
to country, and sometimes also within countries, still remain.

The pilot project aims at initiating a process of exchange of experience of the implementation 
of the partnership principle, its obstacles and challenges and the elaboration of a code of good 
practices. Particular attention shall be drawn to the experience acquired by the economic and 
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social partners, and other bodies representing civil society, environmental partners, non-
governmental organisations, and bodies responsible for promoting equality between men and 
women.

Topics to be dealt with:
- Consultation/participation plan for programming, implementation and evaluation 

to be established from the outset and its objectives agreed with the appropriate 
partners;

- How do competent authorities (particularly Managing and Monitoring 
Committees) take into account the partnership principle in their proposals and 
reports?

- Technical assistance in all operational programmes to be available for all partners 
for capacity building, coordination and representation in order to fulfil their role;

- Partners to be given the responsibility for procedures to select their own members 
to Management Committees and other consultative bodies based on interest, 
representativeness and openness towards new, dedicated and innovative actors;

- Partners to be involved in setting up criteria for project selection from the 
beginning;

- Partnership to be a criterion for projects financed by the funds;
- Specific experience in transnational partnership;

Activities: 
- workshops, seminars, 
- elaboration of a ‘Code of Good Practice’, 
- initiating a network of ‘regions of excellence in partnership’ 

TABLED BY: Tamás DEUTSCH, Committee for Regional Development
A Pan-European Competence and Excellence Platform for the regions of Europe –
including macroregions (Danube and Baltic) - on EU Structural and Cohesion Fund 
developments

REMARKS:
The overall vision of the project:
1) Develop a common platform giving access to the regional competences.
2) Elaborate competence maps giving an overview of each region’s (including macroregions) 
EU Structural and Cohesion Fund projects.
3) Support the improvement and development of new solutions for handling competences and 
project information, and building networks.

The benefits of achieving these three key aspects:
- New collaborations can more easily be established between the regions since the 
competences will be more visible and accessible.
- Strategic decision making in EU policy, regional policy, business and non-
governmental organisations can be improved since better information will be obtained on 
competences and project results.
- Commercialisation of project results can be supported through an improved access for 
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industry.
- Positioning can be made more efficient since it will be based on visible competences.
- Strengthening transparency of EU regional policy and its funding

Keywords: 
EU regional policy, EU Structural and Cohesion Funds, Baltic and Danube Strategy, 2011 
Hungarian presidency of  the EU, regional and economic development, transparency

TABLED BY: ELIE HOARAU
Pilot Project — Programme for the development of renewable energy in the outermost 
regions 

REMARKS:
The development of renewable energy and the search for new forms of renewable energy in 
the outermost regions (ORs) could be a major asset for the whole of the European Union. 

Energy provision in the ORs is characterised by the total isolation of the energy systems 
(aggravated in the archipelago regions), the limited scale of supply and a strong dependence 
on a single fossil fuel energy source. This unique situation highlights the considerable 
vulnerability of these territories compared to the rest of the continent and justifies intervention 
in the form of a specific Community pilot project in this area. 

Furthermore, climate change will certainly have the effect of increasing the cost of traditional 
energy production based on fossil fuels and increase insecurity connected with the supply 
conditions. In addition, although the liberalisation of the electricity and gas markets is 
beneficial for the implementation of the single market in this sector, the ORs do not profit 
from it because of the specific nature of their markets. 

The ORs have great potential in terms of renewable energy given their substantial natural 
resources (wind, tide, solar, volcanoes, etc.), offering the possibility of energy supply from 
their own sources and reducing consumption and dependence on fossil fuels.  Given their 
strategic importance and the very high costs involved in carrying out projects in the ORs, the 
development of this potential requires not only ongoing Community financial support but also 
the implementation of a pilot project of excellence which would open the way for many other 
European regions to pursue this type of development.

TABLED BY: ELIE HOARAU
Pilot Project — Programme for the development of reed bed filters in island territories

REMARKS:
The issue of purification of domestic waste water, which is already a problem in continental 
rural areas, is one of insurmountable complexity in the non-urban areas of the outermost 
regions.
Up to now they have only had less than satisfactory purification solutions in communities of 
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fewer than 2000 population equivalents (PE). Mini waste water treatment plants using 
activated sludge can theoretically produce high-quality effluent, but they are complex to 
operate owing to the electromechanical equipment becoming worn out and needing to be 
replaced and the need to properly manage a substantial production of sludge.
Furthermore, ‘all-water sceptic tanks’ on their own, with a yield on organic matter which even 
in the best case cannot exceed 50%, are not able to produce an outflow of sufficient quality 
without also being connected to an aerobic-type treatment. In addition, whenever the sludge 
reaches 50% of the effective capacity it needs to be extracted. That sludge then has to be 
deposited in bigger plants where it will be treated to limit its impact, but at the cost of 
increasing the ‘normal production of sludge’ of the plant which receives it.
It is important to develop a growing interest in reed bed filters in the outermost and island 
regions as they offer the best performance to operating cost ratio.

TABLED BY: László Surján, (EPP) on behalf of the Committee on Regional Development 
Towards a common regional identity and reconciliation of nations in the Danube macro-
region

REMARKS: 
Training programmes and seminars for young people will be organised with the aim of 
emphasising the common regional identity of the nations living in the Danube macro-region.  
Based on civic education and cultural exchange opportunities, those programmes will 
contribute to a progressive, sustainable, future-oriented European coexistence. The pilot 
project will promote social and economic stability in the regions concerned, including notably 
actions to promote cohesion between communities and highlight the added value of 
transnational cooperation. 

The eligible area will be the Danube macro-region and the neighbouring countries in line with 
the European neighbourhood policy. The programmes eligible for funds will include 
participants from at least three Member States from the region.

TABLED BY: Ms Manescu ( ALDE) Committee for Regional Development

Training and mobility scheme for local and regional actors involved running cohesion 
policy programmes

REMARKS:
The lack of efficient on-the-spot training of local authorities and local staff responsible for 
management of EU funds is a major cause of procedural error, poor control and low 
absorption rates. Establishing a network of trainers to work locally will increase the cost-
effectiveness and efficiency of the policy.

In order to provide help and support for local actors in the EU involved in running SF and 
Cohesion Fund programmes – especially in the new Member States – the EP should propose a 
training and mobility scheme which would allow them to strengthen their skills in running 
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programmes and exchange best practices and ideas on the problems they encounter on a 
regular basis. This would improve overall governance and institutional capacity building for 
the management of programmes and territorial policies.

TABLED BY: Silvia-Adriana Ţicău, Cătălin Ivan, Edith Herczog, Kalfin Ivailo, Victor 
Boştinaru

Item 13 03 26— Preparatory action: Fostering cooperation in the Danube region 

Item 13 03 27— Pilot project: Fostering cooperation in the Danube region

REMARKS:
The European Council meeting of 19 June 2009 formally asked the European Commission to 
present an EU Strategy for the Danube Region before the end of 2010. This Strategy will be 
launched under the Hungarian Presidency of the European Union, at the beginning of 2011. 
The strategy will be accompanied by an Action Plan, which will be permanently developed 
and updated taking into account proposals from the Member States. This pilot project / 
preparatory action is necessary in order to develop the necessary capacity building to ensure 
the right governance for the implementation of the EU Strategy for the Danube region.

The EU Strategy for the Danube region should be implemented by making use of all available 
funding resources, from the European Union, its Member States and International Financial 
Institutions (IFI), as well as private capital. The focus should be on improved, more efficient 
and effective ways to coordinate the different funding instruments. 

The funding is intended to finance activities in connection with Danube region:
- strengthening the Danube identity through training and improving governance,
- improving the social and economic competitiveness of the region,
- including adjacent countries to exploit the full dynamic potential of the Danube region in 
policies such us inland navigation, transport, connectivity, the environment and energy would 
help to address common issues and concerns for the countries along the Danube river.

TABLED BY: Tamás DEUTSCH, Committee for Regional Development
A Regional Youth Cooperation Mechanism in Central and South Eastern Europe 

REMARKS:
The overall vision of the project:
1) Strengthening the regional integration process of candidate and potential candidate 
countries to the EU through creating partnerships and promoting the participation of young 
people;
2) Setting up a permanent regional civic institution for cooperation and exchange 
involving young citizens of the Western Balkans and South Eastern European countries, as 
well as Central European EU Member States;
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3) Implementing common projects in sciences, education, human rights, languages, culture 
and sports with the aim of creating strong networks in the regions involved;
4) Institutionalising cross-border initiatives in the region with the involvement of young 
citizens.

The benefits of achieving these three key aspects:
- Profound mutual understanding of societies affected by the EU enlargement and
integration process; 
- Preparation of strategic collaborations in the fields of common EU policies to be 
implemented in close future cooperation;
- Setting up a concrete regional agenda for public involvement of European youth in the 
EU integration process.

Keywords: 
EU regional policy, youth policy, public participation, EU enlargement, regional and 
economic development, unity in diversity.


