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I. Political relevance of the report

Article 173 of the Treaty of the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) states that: "The 
Union and the Member States shall ensure that the conditions necessary for the 
competitiveness of the Union's industry exist". The European Union's industrial sector has 
always been a driving force in creating jobs, growth and promoting innovation in all regions 
of the European Union.

Whereas the origins of the European Union lie in the formation of the European Coal and 
Steel Community (ECSC) in 1952, the long-lasting close cooperation of EU member states in 
supporting industrial innovation have shaped the European Union ever since. Although the 
industrial sector in the EU has declined in the last 50 years, European industry still amounts to 
approximately 16% of the EU's GDP.

However, due to the decline of many traditional industries, such as coal, steel, textiles or 
machinery, which had contributed to prosperity of many regions over several decades, a 
number of regions in the European Union face similar problems today. Many regions in the 
European Union are, therefore, dependent on European funding as a support for the 
reconversion of their old industrial areas.

II. Research Questions

The initiative report intends to deal with three main research questions in relation to regional 
strategies in industrial areas:

 Where is regional funding most needed in (old) industrialised regions?
 Which successful regional strategies for undertaking structural change exist?
 Which role does the EU funding play in this?

III.  Outline of the initiative report

The initiative report shall be divided in four parts:

 (A) Relevance of the industrial sector and industrial policy
 (B) Analysis of economic, social and ecological challenges
 (C) European public funding under the Structural and Cohesion Fund Regulations
 (D) Consequences for regions in the European Union

(A) Relevance of the industrial sector and industrial policy

- Importance why to further develop the industrial sector in Europe
- Relevance of the industrial sector to growth
- Relevance of industrial policy for the improvement of the industrial sector
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(B) Analysis of economic, social and ecological challenges

- Re-inventing the economic base in order to deal with the economic challenges
- Need of new social skills in order to tackle the social challenges
- Ecological problems, such as pollution, in order to get hold of the ecological challenges
- Obstacles for investing in old industrialised areas, particularly in form of financial obstacles

(C) European public funding under the Structural and Cohesion Fund Regulations

- Analysis of financial possibilities under the Structural and Cohesion Fund Regulations
- Underline the need that reconversion of old industrialised areas are dependent on public 
investment
- Illustration of good-practice-examples of using European public funding

(D) Consequences for regions in the European Union

- Connection to the urban dimension in order to reinvent the city in different domains 
(technology, clusters, energy, innovation)
- Smart specialisation as a possible tool to reconvert old industrialised areas
- Applied examples of cities' experiences with their regional and local strategies for industrial 
areas (Manchester, Essen, Lille, Bilbao)

IV.  Approach of the initiative report

Your Rapporteur suggests focusing on old industrialised regions, which were particularly 
exposed to the radical decline in traditional industries in the last decades.  While your 
Rapporteur intends to analyse the needs of old industrial areas in different regions of the 
European Union, he, additionally, aims to present case studies of different regions in the 
European Union in order to learn from good-practice-examples, where EU-funded industrial 
policy approaches encouraged the ongoing transformation process.

When describing and analysing the economic, social and ecological challenges in the 
European Union, your Rapporteur is going to present ideas on how these challenges can be 
overcome by addressing the existing problems in old industrialised areas by developing well-
structured and well-prepared regional strategies. Despite the fact that it is undeniable that 
every region has its own specificity and there is no "blueprint" for a regional strategy for 
industrial areas, the initiative report intends to point out the common features all old 
industrialised regions have. Thereby, your Rapporteur is trying to find out whether those 
might be tackled by similar policy approaches.

Furthermore, your Rapporteur is going to examine the different policy instruments, regional 
policy offers to tackle the challenges of old industrialised areas. The initiative report seeks to 
find out which role European public funding plays in the presented examples and can play in 
possible future attempts to reconvert old industrialised regions.

Finally, your Rapporteur intends to illustrate on cities like Manchester, Essen, Lille and 
Bilbao, all cities with an old industrial legacy, how EU funding can tackle structural change in 
industrial areas and what can be concluded from these examples.


