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Summary

Subject Visit to the Republic of Cyprus

Objectives

Main objective:
- to meet local authorities along with stakeholders in order to 

review the actual implementation of Cohesion policy in 
Cyprus;

- to share concerns and discuss on the objectives regarding the 
Cohesion legislative Package.

Specific objectives:
- to understand the challenges that Cyprus has to address in order 

to be integrated  in the common market and  to tackle climate 
change and water scarcity.

Date 26 September to 28 September 2012

Places Cyprus: Nicosia, Koshi, Limassol. 

Participants

The delegation consists of 6 Members and substitute Members of the 
Committee on Regional Development: Chair of the delegation MEP 
Georgios Stavrakakis (S&D, Greece), MEP Constanze Angela Krehl
(S&D, Germany), MEP Lambert VAN NISTELROOIJ (EPP, 
Holland), MEP Miroslav MIKOLÁŠIK (EPP, Slovakia), MEP Petru 
Constantin LUHAN (EPP, Romania) MEP Riikka MANNER (ALDE 
Finland)

The list of participants is attached in the annexe.
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26 September 2012

19:30 Meeting with the Head of the EP in Cyprus to brief the members of the 
delegation about the visit and the political and economic situation of the 
country.

The main topics that were discussed concerned the international financial crisis and its 
repercussions to Cyprus, the high unemployment rate that the country has been
experiencing for some months and the presidential elections foreseen for 2013. 
Another point of discussion was the discovery of a large natural gas deposit in the 
Cypriot sea basin and its impact on the relations with Turkey.
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27 September 2012

09:00 - 10:30

10: 30 - 11:30

11:30 - 12:30

12:30- 13:00

13:30 - 15:00

15:30 - 16:30 

17:30 - 18:30 

19:00 - 19:30

20:00

Joint meeting with the Deputy Minister for European Affairs, Mr Andreas 
Mavroyiannis (Cohesion Policy Portfolio) and the Planning Bureau (Managing 
authority for Structural funds and Cohesion funds)

Meeting with the Minister of Labour and Social Insurance, Ms Sotiroulla 
Charalambous (responsible for ESF)

Meeting with the Minister of Interior, Ms Eleni Mavrou (responsible for Urban 
Projects and some major projects in the environment area)

Press Conference.

Working-Lunch with main responsible officials on Cyprus' implementation of EU 
Cohesion Policy (hosted by the Deputy Minister for European Affairs)

Meeting with the Mayor of Nicosia, Mr Constantinos Yiorkadjis, and visit to 
ERDF co-financed projects

Visit to the solid waste management plant co-financed by the Cohesion Fund
place: Koshi Plant

Meeting with the Mayor of Limassol, Mr Andreas Christou, and visit to ERDF co-
financed projects

Dinner hosted by the Mayor of Limassol
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The first meeting on the 27th of September was held with the Deputy Minister for 
European Affairs, Mr Mavroyiannis, and the Planning Bureau. This team is in charge 
of the negotiations on Cohesion Policy at the Council. During the meeting, the 
Presidency explained its negotiating lines, including the ones linked to the MFF
negotiations for the next programming period, its position on the CEF and the ETC, 
and its approach on the simplification of procedures. 

During the meeting with the Minister of Labour and Social insurance, Ms Sotiroulla 
Charalambous, the main issue dealt with was the way the European Social Fund is 
used in Cyprus to support the most vulnerable social groups including physically 
handicapped people and the inclusion of young people in the labour market. 
Moreover, the situation of workers commuting from the Turkish side is also 
mentioned. 

The last meeting of the morning was with the Minister of Interior, who is also 
responsible for Urban and Environmental policy. The discussion focused on the 
country's infrastructure and public transport situation, its urban and rural regeneration 
and its management of the different types of waste. 

The morning works ended with a Press Conference. 

PRESS REVIEW:

01 October

EP Regional Development Committee finds good utilisation of EU funds by Cyprus
The European Parliament Regional Development Committee met on Friday with the House of 
Representatives’ Committees on Foreign Affairs, Finance and Internal Affairs and determined that EU 
funding is used well in Cyprus and that in a period of financial crisis, the Regional Development Policy is 
purely an investment policy. First Vice-Chairman of the EP Committee, MEP George Stavrakakis (S&D) 
said the budget was being discussed in the EU and that some member states are not willing to 
contribute additional funds, which creates problems.  Replying to questions, he said that Cyprus, despite 
being  an isolated region, is not included in the very isolated regions. German MEP Constanze Krehl 
(S&D) said Cyprus had many particularities, which were being taken into consideration for special 
support, adding that it was necessary to show flexibility for Cyprus and that amendments allowing for a 
better budget for Cyprus would depend on the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF). She said that 
there was a series of good projects in Cyprus that would continue over the next few years, and 
expressed hope that the Cyprus EU Presidency would achieve its aim for concluding the MFF 
negotiations. Slovak MEP Miroslav Mikolasik (EPP) referred to the Cohesion Funds and pointed out that 
some member states had excessive bureaucratic procedure that made life difficult, noting that Cyprus 
was doing well in this  policy.  He also said it was necessary to maintain the productive dialogue with the 
Cyprus EU Presidency for the negotiations on the future of the European funds. Phileleftheros outlines 
the process for the distribution of EU funds in Cyprus, with government officials arguing that the model 
was praised by the European Commission in June.
Simerini p 15 – We utilise EU funds
Phileleftheros p 1, 3 – This is how they distributed EU funds

29 September

EP Regional Development Committee determines good use of EU funds in Cyprus
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The European Parliament Regional Development Committee met on Friday with the House of 
Representatives’ Committees on Foreign Affairs, Finance and Internal Affairs and determined that EU 
funding is used well in Cyprus and that in a period of financial crisis, the Regional Development Policy is 
purely an investment policy. First Vice-Chairman of the EP Committee MEP George Stavrakakis (S&D) 
said the budget was being discussed in the EU and that some member states are not willing to 
contribute additional funds, which creates problems.  Replying to questions, he said that Cyprus, despite 
being an isolated region, is not included in the very isolated regions. German MEP Constanze Krehl 
(S&D) said Cyprus had many particularities, which were being taken into consideration for special 
support, adding that it was necessary to show flexibility for Cyprus and that amendments allowing for a 
better budget for Cyprus would depend on the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF). She said that 
there was a series of good projects in Cyprus that would continue over the next few years, and 
expressed hope that the Cyprus EU Presidency would achieve its aim for concluding the MFF 
negotiations. Slovak MEP Miroslav Mikolasik (EPP) referred to the Cohesion Funds and pointed out that 
some member states had excessive bureaucratic procedure that made life difficult, noting that Cyprus 
was doing well in this policy.  He also said it was necessary to maintain the productive dialogue with the 
Cyprus EU Presidency for the negotiations on the future of the European funds.
Haravgi p 3 – Praise for the utilisation of EU Funds

http://www.kathimerini.com.cy/index.php?pageaction=kat&modid=1&artid=106572

In the afternoon, the first meeting was hosted by the Major of Nicosia. During the 
meeting the main working issue was the division of Nicosia, how this division affects 
people and how Cohesion funding could help to improve the situation. Currently, both 
parties are trying to recover some buildings in the "buffer zone" in order to host and 
develop cultural activities to bring closer both communities. 

During the trip to Limassol, one of Cyprus' biggest towns, the Delegation stopped in 
Koshi in order to visit a waste management plant. 

KOSHI SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT

Τhe operation of the first modern Integrated Domestic Solid Waste Management Plant 
which meets the needs for integrated management of municipal solid waste of 
Larnaca and Ammochostos districts, started in April 2010. For better functioning of 
the Plant and to serve better the remote areas of Larnaka district a transfer station was 
constructed. The total construction cost amounted approximately to €47,0 million and 
the contractor is responsible for operating the plant for 10 years. All major 
construction works and pilot operation were completed on 17/3/2010. Direct result of 
the operation of the Plant is to ban, from 01/07/2010, the operation of all uncontrolled 
landfills of the two districts. 

The Integrated Domestic Waste Management Plant for the districts of Larnaka –
Ammochostos is an environmentally friendly project that consists of the following 
main processing and final disposal units. 

http://www.kathimerini.com.cy/index.php?pageaction=kat&modid=1&artid=106572
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 Mechanical Screening Unit / Manual Separation: Average management 
capacity of 160,000 tonnes per year of mixed household waste to recover 
recyclable materials and separate organic fraction.

 Material Recovery Unit: Average management capacity of 20,000 tonnes per 
year of recyclable materials (paper, plastic, glass, ferrous metals, aluminium), 
which will be collected by source separation programs either directly from 
households or from central collection points (Green Points).

 Composting Unit of Green and Organic Waste: Average processing capacity 
of 16,000 tonnes per year of green waste and 26,300 tons per year of organic 
material from the Mechanical Separation Unit to produce soil-enriching 
material (compost).

 Residue Sanitary Landfill (Landfill Site): The disposal basin has a storage life 
of 20 years and 2.4million m3 of residual waste can be deposited in an 
environmentally acceptable manner. 

The operation of the Plant provides a positive contribution to protecting the 
environment, enhancing public health and improving quality of life, as it introduces 
rational management and disposal of solid household waste. Uncontrolled landfill 
operation will permanently stop. The plant significantly reduces the volume of waste 
reaching to sanitary landfill, while saving energy and raw materials through the reuse 
of recyclable materials.
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After the visit to the Koshi plant, the Delegation reached Limassol, where the Major 
guided a visit to the main local urban project, the recovery and improvement of 
Limassol city centre. During the dinner some debates on the future of Cohesion Policy 
were held. 
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28 September 2012

09:00 - 10:30

Meeting with the House Standing Committees on Foreign and European Affairs, on Financial and 
Budgetary Affairs and on Internal Affairs
place: House of Representatives, 1 Nehrou street, Nicosia

On Friday the Delegation was invited for a meeting in the House or Representatives, 
with some MPs from the Committee on Foreign and European Affairs, the Committee 
on Financial and Budgetary affairs, and the Committee on Internal Affairs. 

The questions raised related to the International Financial Crisis, the need for 
convergence between EU regions and to create a sustainable future for the 
generations. 
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Concluding remarks

The Delegation to Cyprus gave Members the opportunity to exchange ideas with 
representatives of regional and local authorities and to have a better insight on the 
ground into the efficiency and the effects of Structural Funds implementation in the 
country, as well as on the way they were used, while taking into account its main 
particularities.

The diversity of the projects visited helped to understand the particular challenges 
faced by the country, the way Cohesion Policy has been implemented as well as how 
it might be used to foster the reunification of the island.

Furthermore, the delegates were able to discuss in depth the lines defended by the 
Cyprus Presidency regarding the current negotiations. They also took the opportunity 
to convey the Committee's worries and lines in connection with the 2014-2020 
programming period. 

The objectives set by the delegation are considered to be totally achieved.
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ANNEXES

MEMBERS OF THE DELEGATION

MEP Georgios STAVRAKAKIS 
(S&D, Greece)
Chair of the delegation

MEP Constanze Angela KREHL 
(S&D, Germany)

MEP Lambert VAN NISTELROOIJ
(EPP, Holland)

MEP Miroslav MIKOLASIK
(EPP, Slovakia)

MEP Petru Constantin LUHAN 
(EPP, Romania) 

MEP Riikka MANNER 
(ALDE, Finland)


