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Summary

Subject Visit to the border region of France and Spain (France -Languedoc-
Roussillon and Spain-Cataluña). 

Objectives

Main objective:
- Visit projects of cross- border cooperation between France and 
Spain, implemented by their respective border regions with the 
financial support from EU Structural and Cohesion funds. ;

- Meet local and regional authorities, responsible for the 
implementation of cross-border cooperation projects, share 
experiences and receive recommendations for the future programming 
period;

Date 29 - 31 October 2012

Places Spain: Catalonia region - Barcelona and Puigcerda; France: 
Languedoc- Roussillon region - Perpignan. 

Participants
The delegation consists of 7 Members and substitute Members of the 
Committee on Regional Development (see annexe).

The list of participants is attached in the annexe.
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Background information about the border region between France 
and Spain

The cultural and linguistic community between French and Spanish regions is visible 
mainly on the coastal areas. On the Atlantic Ocean coast are strong Basque traditions 
and on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea the Catalonian culture.

Many different cooperation initiatives are developed alongside the Franco-Spanish 
border. They are based on both the European Union regulations (e.g. Third Objective 
of the Cohesion Policy) as well as on international and bilateral agreements (like the 
Madrid Convention of the Council of Europe from 1980). The Treaty of Bayonne 
from 1995 regulates the cooperation between the territorial collectivities from France 
and Spain. Since 1983 the cooperation of the local and regional collectivities from 
France and Spain is supported by the Pyrenees Working Group (La Communauté de 
Travail des Pyrénées - CTP). This organisation associates three French border regions 
(Aquitaine, Languedoc- Roussillon and Midi-Pyrénées), four Spanish autonomous 
communities (Aragon, Catalonia, Navarre and the Basque Country) and the 
Principality of Andorra. Its main objective is to exchange the experience and opinions 
of the partners in the area of common problems, in particular related to transport, 
education and training, research, heritage and sustainable development. It can also 
prepare the proposals for common actions.

Since 2005 CTP has had the legal entity as the Consorcio under Spanish law. As 
Andorra is not a part of the Treaty of Bayonne it can not be a member of the 
Consortio. CTP is the managing authority for the Operational Programme "France -
Spain - Andorra". Already five Franco-Spanish EGTCs exists today, almost half of 
all EGTCs with French participation. Three of them (Euroregion Pyrénées-
Méditérannée, Cerdanya Cross- Border Hospital and EGTC Pirineus – Cerdanya) 
include the participation of the partners from the region Languedoc Roussillon.
Two Euroregions exists on the Franco-Spanish border: Euroregion Aquitaine-
Euskadi and Euroregion Pyrénées-Méditerranée. Due to the big variety of the 
situations of the costal areas and the mountainous areas, cross-border cooperation 
covers very diversified topics like transport, (both public transport and roads 
infrastructure), health (hospital cooperation, creation of common hospitals), culture 
(cooperation of museums, theatres etc.), regulation of river basins, water supply, 
energy supply (and the high voltage infrastructure), education and trainings and the 
environment.
This territory is also covered by the Operational Programme "South West Europe" 
under the transnational strand of the European Territorial Cooperation Objective of 
the European Cohesion Policy for the years 2007-2013. This programme involves 30 
NUTS II areas from Southwest France, Spain and Portugal. It covers the population of 
over 60 million people. It has a budget of around EUR 132 million including EUR 99 
million of the ERDF financing. It replaced the previous programme financed under 
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the INTERREG IIIB Initiative. The main goal of this programme is to develop the 
regions in Southwest Europe by cooperating in the fields of competitiveness, 
innovation, environmental protection, sustainable development and regional planning. 
The main objectives of the Programme are:

- innovation and networks support;
- environmental protection;
- information networks accessibility;

sustainable urban development.
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Monday, 29 October

12:30 - 13:30  Working meeting on territorial cooperation programmes in Catalonia 

13:30-15:30 Bus Transfer to Puigcerdà

15:30-16:30    Arrival at Puigcerdà and Check in at the Hotel

16:30 - 18:00 Project Visit: Cross Border Hospital of Cerdanya (Interreg funding)

18:30 - 20:00 Working meeting with Spanish, French and Andorran officials on 
cross border cooperation  (Venue : City of Puigcerdà offices, Plaça de l’Ajuntament 
1, 17520 Puigcerdà, Spain) 

After a technical meeting at the European Parliament's office in Barcelona with 
representatives of the Generalitat of Catalonia, the delegates made a visit to a major 
cross-border project at the border between Spain and France. 

The Puigcerda Hospital is a unique project of cross-border cooperation and could 
become a cross border best practice for the rest of the EU. Financed at the rate of 60% 
by the European structural funds, the hospital is the result of ambitious cooperation 
between health services and local elected representatives from the two sides of the 
Franco-Spanish border. The hospital will be equipped to provide health services to the 
population living in the Cerdania province (up to 30 000 people, with a seasonal 
increase during winter of up to 150 000 people). 

The MEPs have also met officials from Andorra to discuss on the specificities and 
challenges of the cross-border cooperation with a micro -State non member of the EU. 
The meeting ended up with a dinner with a cocktail dinner that enabled to further 
develop contacts with Andorran and both the French and Spanish local Authorities. 
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Hospital of Cerdanya

Cerdanya’s Cross-border Hospital is a pioneering project, the first health centre in 
Europe to provide care for populations on both sides of a border. This hospital will 
provide services for the region of Cerdanya (French and Catalan) and the region of 
Capcir (French). These regions are currently divided between two different countries 
but in the past it was a single unit belonging to the Northern Catalonia. Medical 
cooperation in this cross-border region started in 2001 and in 2003 preparatory works 
for the creation of a common cross-border hospital began. In 2007, the decision was
taken to create the European Grouping for Territorial Cooperation as a legal body
responsible for the management of the future Cerdanya Joint Cross-Border Hospital.

The new centre will significantly improve the healthcare provision of this border area,
which, owing to its location in the mountains, suffers from accessibility problems. 

The goal of the project was to provide healthcare for the 30 thousand people living in 
the region, as well as influxes of over 100 thousand more during holiday seasons. 
Until now, residents of Cerdanya and Capcir had no facility for acute care or surgical 
treatment within their territory. The hospital will have 68 beds and will be able to treat 
up to 35 thousand people a year.

The project’s key aims are to:
- improve access to healthcare for people in Cerdanya and Capcir, by removing

barriers;
- jointly set up a cross-border organisation to construct and manage the 

complex which is designed to provide acute care to patients during short 
stays;

- integrate the two regional healthcare systems;
- establish a hospital that makes setting up a cross-border health network 

possible;
- ensure a special governance and management structure that respects the 

identity characteristics of both sides of the border;
- integrate the project in the Euroregion and take account of future European 

issues such as the ageing population and ageing health workers.

This project is realised under the Operational Programme "France - Spain - Andorra". 
It is co-financed by the ERDF under the European Territorial Cooperation Objective 
of the Cohesion Policy of the European Union. The project is realised during the 
period from 2008 to 2012. The budget for the project is EUR 31 million, including an 
EU contribution EUR 18.6 million.
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Tuesday, 30 October
09:30 - 10:30

Working meeting with regional and local authorities and stakeholders on the 
cross border  Health project (a European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation : 
EGTC)

10:30 : Press point in situ
(Venue : Museu Cerda, Calle Higini de Ribera 4, 17520 Puigcerdá)

11:00 - 13:00 : Bus transfer to Perpignan (France)

13:00  15:30 : : 
Lunch cocktail and Project visit of the cross border cultural project - Archipel

Theatre (Interreg funding) ), invited by the Director of the Theatre, Domènec 
Reixach

(Venue : Théâtre de l'Archipel Avenue Général LeclercBP 90 327 - 66003 
Perpignan cedex )

16:00 - 17:00 
Project meeting with the partners of the joint projects of crossborder 

cooperation in Perpignan  and Girona (Venue : house of the "Generalitat de 
Catalunya":  1 rue de la Fusterie, 66000 Perpignan, France)

17:30 - 19:00 
Working meeting with elected members of the City of Perpignan on the 

projects financed by Interreg and Regional development funds
(venue : Historical monument : Hotel PAMS, 18 Rue Emile Zola  66000 

Perpignan) 

In the morning, the members of the delegation attended a meeting with regional and 
local authorities and stakeholders on the cross border Health project (a European 
Grouping of Territorial Cooperation: EGTC) to discuss technical and political aspects 
of cross-border cooperation. The meeting was followed by a press point with local
media focused on the cross border hospital project. 

The visit of the city of Perpignan, in the French region of Languedoc -Roussillon, 
started with a meeting at the Theatre de l'Archipel - a brand new theatre which 
benefited from a co-financing of INTERREG programmes. The discussions with the 
staff of the theatre and local elected representatives were focusing on the cross-border 
cooperation project called "Catalonia Cross-border Scene", which focuses on cross-
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border cooperation in plastic arts and scenic performances by artists and collectives 
from both sides of the border. The staff members working on this project shared their 
growing concerns about the financing of the project. Due to the growing budgetary 
austerity in Spain and France, down payments are delayed and the project's 
continuation is threatened. The complexity of the procedures in cross-border 
cooperation was also discussed and the need of simplified legal and administrative 
framework was underlined (EGTC). 

The MEPs have univocally underlined the importance to sustain strong public support 
for cultural activities even in times of budgetary discipline. The members of the 
delegation were of the view that financing cultural activities is not a mere luxury item, 
targeted at a restricted elite audience. On the contrary, culture is essential for the 
economic development, for employment, for territorial cohesion and for the 
attractiveness of the region. Therefore, culture must remain an eligible activity for the 
support of the Structural funds. 

The next meeting took place at the House of the Generalitat of Catalonia at Perpignan,
with the director of the representation. At the meeting, the discussion focused on the 
activities of the Consortium for cross-border cooperation in the Pyrenean region
(CTP). The MEPs were next welcomed at the City Hall, where the Mayor and local 
elected representatives of the city council, presented their experience in cross-border 
cooperation.  The meeting ended up by a reception invited by the Mayor of Perpignan. 

.
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ARCHIPELAGO THEATRE

A pioneering cross-border cultural project as it is the first cultural public-private 
partnership programme in France. This form of financing made it being followed very 
closely by the State and the territorial communities. 

The inauguration of Archipel Theatre in Perpignan took place on 10th of October 
2011. Perpignan and the city of Salt (Spain) were carrying jointly the project of 
building a cross-border Catalan theatre. Thanks to the collaboration between 
Perpignan and El Canal-Centre d’Arts Escèniques in Salt, the cross-border scene with 
a common season of performances, co-productions, cross-borer festivals, and 
common communications was created. The performances to general public in 
Archipel Theatre are given in both Catalan and French.

The theatre is a second part of the Catalan Cross Border Scene which is a project 
connecting Perpignan and Salt since January 2009 with aim to strengthen the 
development of performing arts between France and Spain and to make the region 
become a Capital of Theatre in southern Europe in a longer term. 
The theatre building along Avenue Général Leclerc is in many aspects connected to 
the region and its heritage, as the elements of the construction express the local 
identity, such as mythical stone of the plain of Roussillon, signal towers from the 
Middle Ages, steel, and gold. Another element connected to the responding roots of 
the place is a Mediterranean garden. The theatre was designed and renowned by 
French architect Jean Nouvel. Thanks to this large theatre space, the so far rundown 
part of the city will get a touch of prestige. 

The new building has three theatres and one rehearsal room and it can welcome 1,500 
spectators. 

The aim of the project is to promote multiculturalism and social tolerance. The artistic 
programme offers theatre, dance, circus, opera, classical and temporary music, as well 
as theatre for children, co-productions, and cross-border festivals. 
The European Union has given a significant financial aid to the project. 
The Cross-border Catalan Scene that started in 2009 has been the main actor in 
realisation of cross-border spectacles between Perpignan and Salt project thanks to the 
European Funds. 
sources:
http://www.theatredelarchipel.org/ - Portal of Archipel Theatre
http://gencat.cat/ - Portal of Generalitat de Catalunya
http://www.ect-sct.com/ - Portal of Catalan Cross Border Scene

http://www.theatredelarchipel.org/
http://gencat.cat/
http://www.ect-sct.com/
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Wednesday, 31 October

08:30 Check out of the hotel and go by foot to the "Préfecture" (10 minutes max.)

08:45 Working Breakfast invited by the Central Government Representative in the 
Department  
            ('Préfet' : René Bidal)
            (Venue : Préfecture de département, 24, quai Sadi-Carnot 66 000 Perpignan)

10:00 - 11:30
Project meeting with representatives of the University of Perpignan, partner of 

cross border cooperation in educational and cultural projects with universities in 
Spain. Presentation of the project "cross border euro regional campus" and the EGCT 
under construction

(Venue : "Établissement Transfrontalier de Formation et de Recherche 
Sanitaire et Sociale" (Etfersaso), Site Percier, 1 rue Charles Percier  66 000 
Perpignan) 

11:30 - 12:00 Press point in situ (Venue : Etfersaso, site Percier)

12:00   Transfer to the lunch cocktail 
12:00 - 14:00  Lunch Cocktail invited by the President of the University, Fabrice 
Lorente, with the municipality of Perpignan

(Venue : Maison des Pays catalans, Université de Perpignan Via Domitia
Camí de la Passió Vella à Perpignan)

15:00 End of the official program of the Delegation

The last day of the delegation began with a breakfast- discussion at the prefecture of 
Perpignan (Representative of the French Central Government). The prefect Mr René 
Bidal welcomed the MEPs from the delegation and informed them on the major 
challenges that the region was facing in terms of social, economic and territorial 
cohesion. The discussion was also focused on the structures, programmes and projects 
for territorial cooperation in the French department of Oriental -Pyrenees. 

The last meeting of the delegation took place at the University of Perpignan, where 
the delegates met with the director of the University, researchers and staff responsible 
for a cross-border project with Spain.
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The MEPs visited the University's Site for cross-border education and research in 
sanitary and social studies, which is co-financed by INTERREG. For the MEPs, the 
cross-border programmes in the domain of higher education and professional training 
are at the heart of the strategy EU 2020. Therefore, such projects allowing for higher 
mobility and better education should be encouraged and firmly supported by the EU's 
common policies and programmes. A press point followed with the local media, 
highly interested on those programmes enabling cross mobility for French and 
Spanish citizens of that area. 
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Concluding remarks

At the end of the visit the members of the delegation confirmed their satisfaction with 
the rich and diversified programme of this delegation. The MEPs learned about the 
ongoing and planned projects of cross-border cooperation at the border between 
France and Spain. Members of the delegation could testify the excellent quality of the 
work done, especially in the context of the two big projects visited (cross-border 
hospital and theatre).  The delegation was very helpful in the sense that the local 
actors could take account of the dedication of MEPs and their commitment to push for 
a stronger EU budget in support for territorial cooperation. 

The actors on the ground are now in possession of a tool which enhances greatly the 
potential for developing new complex projects, encompassing a number of partners at 
different levels and sectors - the EGTC. This tool allows the structuring and 
management of complex projects of cross-border cooperation. It is remarkable that 5 
out of the 28 EGTCs registered so far are situated on the border region between 
France and Spain. 

The signal received from this picturesque border region was very positive. MEPs 
could witness that borderless Europe is under active construction. Protagonists on the 
regional and local level are in possession of extraordinary motivation and will to go 
even deeper and further in their cross border endeavours. To do that in a better and 
more structured way they need the financial support of the European Territorial 
Cooperation objective and greater simplification of procedures. 

Europe can only be united in its diversity and overcome the current challenges if its 
regions are actively communicating and exchanging with each other through a 
reinforced territorial cooperation in the future programming period. 
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ANNEXES

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
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Political 
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Tel. Fax
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Office
BXL/STR

Chair of the delegation
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75589 / 79589
ASP 05F255
LOW T08046

Joachim ZELLER DE EPP 45910/ 49910
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LOW T10084

Francesco DE ANGELIS IT S&D
45519 / 49519
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Derek VAUGHAN EN S&D
45419 / 49419
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EN, FR, 
ES
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(during delegation)

42078
74618

ATR 01K040
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Mr Stefan MANEV
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EN, FR, 
ES
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74618

ATR 01K058
SDM G04007
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POLITICAL GROUP STAFF
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