
Resolution 6-00091

(adopted on 6th September 2011)

Italy’s Chamber of Deputies,

Whereas: 

 the Policy Report on Italy’s participation in the European Union in 2011, the 
European Commission's Work Programme for 2011 and the Programme of the 
Polish, Danish and Cypriot trio of Presidencies were, for the first time, subjected 
to a joint parliamentary consideration, as recommended by the Committee on 
the Rules of Procedure in its opinion of July 2010, in the course of a session 
that was wholly dedicated to the scrutiny of the aforementioned documents and 
to comparing the priorities of EU institutions with those of the Italian 
Government for the year in question; 

(…)

commits the Government to:

(…)

c) with regard to the Multiannual Financial Framework 2014-2020:

making every effort in the course of the negotiations that began with the 
presentation on 29 June last of the European Commission's proposals relating 
to the Financial Framework 2014-2020 and the EU own resources to ensure 
that, pending the adoption of specific policy guidelines by the Houses of 
Parliament, proper account is taken of the following principles: 

the net balance of Italy's budget must be improved by reducing the 
significant disparity between the amount that Italy currently contributes to the 
EU and the amount that it receives, which will entail the elimination of budgetary 
corrections envisaged for certain member states in the current financial 
framework;

the size of the EU budget must be assured so that it remains possible 
to effectively pursue the objectives set at European level, with particular 
reference to those that form part of the Europe 2020 Strategy, in a manner that 
is financially compatible with the current situation of crisis that has obliged 
member states to comply with strict budgetary constraints; 

national budgets and the budget of the European Union need to be 
better coordinated and harmonised so that they can be more accurately 
evaluated and so that the available resources can be better utilised; the EU's 



policies and the measures adopted at a national and regional level also require 
better coordination; 

an adequate level of resources needs to be set aside to support 
cohesion policies, and actions should be concentrated on a limited number of 
high value-added objectives; the procedures for the planning, management and 
control of the actions need to be improved and simplified, and the funds 
earmarked for the Italian regions in connection with the cohesion policy must 
not be less than envisaged in the current version of the financial framework. For 
the sake of ensuring the conditions above, it would appear that the Government 
may have to reiterate its firm opposition to the introduction of the "regions in 
transition" objective and reaffirm its support for the maintenance of the existing 
rules relating to the eligibility of territories and the allocation of resources to the 
most disadvantaged regions;

the Government should confirm its reservations regarding the 
introduction of a European-level performance reserve, as it could burden 
cohesion policy with unreachable targets;

giving due consideration, in accordance with the relevant Resolutions 
adopted by the European Parliament, to the Commission's proposals to 
introduce a tax on financial transactions to create a new source of own 
resources for the EU, and making sure that similar initiatives are also taken at 
an international level to avoid the risk of financial activities being transferred to 
other nations; 

promptly apprising the Houses of Parliament of all main developments in
the negotiations and supplying them with sufficient data along with economic 
projections of the impact on Italy’s net balance of the different options under 
consideration regarding the next financial framework and system of own 
resources; 

d) with regard to cohesion policy:

identifying the resources needed to compensate for the exclusion of the 
value of national cofinancing of European Structural Fund programmes from the 
budget balance when applying the rules of the internal stability pact 2011-2013 
for regions and local authorities, also so that funds can be released for 
spending on investment; 

calling at EU level for a simplification of the procedures regulating the 
use of Structural Funds and the related reporting requirements, the complexity 
of which is an impediment to their prompt utilisation; 

supporting proposals to raise the quota of European co-funding for all the 
objectives included in the Structural Funds in light of the difficult economic 
situation.


