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to the Commission
Rule 117
Keith Taylor (Verts/ALE)

Subject: Follow-up to parliamentary question on job losses at Twinings, Hampshire, UK

Parliamentary Question E-2295/10, tabled by my predecessor Caroline Lucas MEP in April 2010 on 
the issue of ‘job losses at Twinings, Hampshire, UK’ asked the Commission to confirm whether the 
company Twinings was, or would be, in receipt of EU funding for the building of a new factory in 
Poland or the subsequent planned creation of new jobs there. Ms Lucas’ motivation for writing was 
her concern that EU grants to Poland were being used specifically to encourage businesses such as 
Twinings to relocate there from other Member States, with a subsequent loss of jobs in those Member 
States, including the UK. I share this concern.

In its response of 28 May 2010, the Commission explained that it had been informed by the Polish 
authorities responsible that a subsidiary of R. Twining and Co. had indeed applied for funding from 
the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) under the ‘Innovative Economy’ programme. The 
application had been made, under the heading of ‘support for investments in the production sector’, 
for an investment in Swarzędz, in the Wielkopolska Voivodship, with co-financing from public funds 
(ERDF and state budget) amounting to some EUR 10 400 439.

Despite the fact that, under ERDF conditions, the Polish authorities should have requested an 
assurance from Twinings that the funding would not be used to support investments entailing the 
relocation of production or service facilities from another Member State, this assurance was never 
obtained.

The Commission then committed itself to seeking formal guarantees from the Polish authorities that 
EU support for the subsidiary of R. Twining and Co. would not be used in this way.

Can the Commission state whether this guarantee has been obtained and where the process is now 
(as of 28 May 2010, the project had been accepted, but not yet signed). If a guarantee has not been 
obtained, I would be grateful if the Commission could let me know why this is the case.


