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Following enquiries with the Polish authorities, the Commission has been informed that a contract for 
support was signed on 4 October 2010 between the Polish managing authority for the Operational 
Programme Innovative Economy and R. Twining and Company Sp. z o.o. The total cost of the project 
amounts to 174,5 million PLN (c EUR 43 million) of which 48,4 million PLN (c EUR 12 million) is 
support from the European Regional Development Fund.

The Operational Programme Innovative Economy provides that, in the case of assistance to a large 
enterprise, the Managing Authority undertakes to request an assurance from the enterprise that "the 
assistance will concern new investments and will not be used for support of investments that concern 
the relocation of its production or service facilities from another Member State of the European 
Union". However, the Polish authorities have not requested such an assurance in this case, as this 
clause is only relevant when the beneficiary is an entity other than a Small and Medium-sized 
Enterprise (SME).

Based on information provided to the Commission, it appears that R. Twining and Company Sp. Z o.o 
was established in 2008.  Its shares were bought by ABF Overseas Limited on 1 December 2009. At
the time of the grant of assistance, R. Twining and Company Sp. z o.o was still considered an SME, 
despite the fact that the company met the headcount and financial threshold for being qualified as a 
large enterprise, because under Article 2 of Annex I of Regulation 800/2008, the company will only 
become a large enterprise once the headcount and financial thresholds have been exceeded for two 
consecutive accounting periods, i.e. at the start of 2011. 

In a meeting with the Polish minister for regional development on 9 November Commissioner Hahn
has asked the minister to look into this matter and to ensure that all applicable rules concerning the 
granting of assistance have been and will be respected in this case. On the basis of the information to 
be received from the Polish authorities, the Commission will examine the need for any further 
investigation.

The Honourable Member will be informed of the results of this enquiry. 


