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Estonia with other 15 members states that form the Friends of Cohesion Policy1, have 
announced main positions: 

 In the next multiannual financial framework, the policies directly supporting growth, 
employment, competitiveness and convergence cannot be reduced. 

 There is no more space for cutting the funds for Cohesion Policy, there has been a 
considerable reduction compared to the 2007-2013 period already in the Commission’s 
proposal. Further reduction would not be in accordance with the 28/29 of June 2012 
European Council conclusions which say that “within the future Multiannual Financial 
Framework, spending should be mobilised to support growth, employment, 
competitiveness and convergence, in line with the Europe 2020 Strategy”. That is 
exactly what the well-targeted Cohesion Policy funds are doing.

 The Commission has proposed a 2,5% GDP capping rate for each Member State's 
allocation of cohesion policy funding. The Baltic States have advocated for a higher 
capping rate [2,X% of GDP] for Member States, which exceeded the Union before 2013 
and whose average GDP growth 2008-2010 was lower than -1,5% of. These Member 
States were most harshly hit by economic crisis but nevertheless have demonstrated the 
best absorbtion capacity of cohesion funding among Member States. They have 
prioritised cohesion investments and found national co-financing in time of severe 
national budget cuts and strict financial discipline. This is why a common and lower 
capping rate compared to previous period on the pretext of low absorbtion capacity would 
do unjustice for these States.

 Finally the Connecting Europe Facility and the contribution to the interconnectedness of 
Europe this new facility will have in all three strands. We should not neglect the 
opportunities it will provide to foster the single market and be a driver for growth. Also, 
contribution from Cohesion Fund to Connecting Europe Facility would enable effective 
implementation of cross-border transport projects and it should not be reduced if we 
really want to have these cross-border projects finished.
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