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THE HELLENIC PARLIAMENT

COHESION POLICY 2014-2020

CONTRIBUTION OF THE HELLENIC PARLIAMENT

Greece is called to protect its interests within an adverse context having been 

developed due to both less favored and poorer countries’ accession and to the general 

restrictive fiscal conditions. Cohesion Policy, Common Agricultural policy and 

Migration Policy are signaled as the Greek side’s priorities out of the total number of 

MFF’s policies.

Regarding MFF’s structuring, we support filing Cohesion expenditures under a sub-

heading, for reasons of securing Cohesion Resources.

We hold reservations concerning the transfer of 10 billion Euros from the Cohesion 

Fund to the Connecting Europe Facility. This mechanism divests funds from 

Cohesion Policy, which, under the current economic circumstances, are vital for 

supporting development and creating new employment opportunities.

The most important specific issues of the negotiating box pack for Cohesion 

policy are listed below in order of priority:

1. Statistical data- Resource allocation rates for convergence regions and for  

    transition regions 

Proposed statistical data of the Cohesion Policy funds allocation methodology 

(national statistical data for the period 2008-2010 concerning the Cohesion Fund and 

the classification under the “relative prosperity” category, as well as  the  regions’ 

statistical data for the period 2007-2009 concerning the  Structural Funds) deviate 

substantially from current circumstances and fail to capture recession’s negative 
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impact. Therefore, at a turning point concerning EU’s development, Cohesion Funds 

allocation is being based upon an outdated image of member-states’ and their regions 

economies. Our point of view regarding this issues is that the GDP’s dropping figure 

in relation to the simultaneous rise in unemployment rates within member-states 

should be taken into account when proceeding to the final arrangements of the 

Cohesion’s resource allocation.

2. Extending the “safety net” to the “Phasing out” regions

The “safety net” providing for the preservation of two thirds of their current fiscal 

period budget by those regions moving out of “convergence region” status, should 

also extend to the “phasing out” (of statistical convergence) regions for member-states 

eligible for receiving allocations from the Cohesion Fund during the fiscal period 

2014-2020.

3. Macro-economic conditionality

The Greek side deems that macro-economic conditionality must not be associated to 

community budget, which is, primarily, the EU’s tool for growth. The possibility of 

extending macro-economic conditionality, further to Cohesion Fund, to all Structural 

Funds shall result in twofold burdening for the least developed member-states/least 

developed regions, given the fact that there are provisions concerning severe sanctions 

for member-states both concerning excessive deficit processes and macro-economic 

inconsistencies. Imposing further sanctions and penalties directly affecting regions for 

weaknesses, at a national and not at a regional level, practically turns against growth, 

leading to a vicious circle of recession. However,  in case of ultimately applying 

macro-economic conditionality, provisions should be made for suspension of 

commitment appropriations  and in no case whatsoever suspension of payments, 

especially following the Council’s intervention, and in a non-automatic way, while 

these should be proportional to GNI and taking into account the social and economic 

conditions of the member-state concerned.

4. Co-financing rate

The Hellenic Parliament supports the increase or at least the preservation of co-

financing rate of the current period for the coming fiscal period as well. Co-financing 

rate should be proportionate to the given member-state’s socio-economic conditions 
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and not be set in a horizontal manner at a regional level in relation to the regions’ 

income. Moreover, the Hellenic Parliament is in favor of an increased co-financing 

rate by 10 percentage points for member-states operating within the support 

mechanism, via procedures of community funds rapid flow, so as to burden the least 

possible member-states’ deficit by structural measures commitments.


