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An orientation to the debate

The purpose of this meeting is to start and foster a debate between Members of the 
national Parliaments in the EU and the European Parliament in view of the new 
legislative package on cohesion policy post 2013. Given the long process for the 
adoption of the legislative package this meeting is the first exchange of views
between the Parliamentarians which may be followed by further debates in the 
coming years.

The meeting takes place the same day when the European Commission adopts the 
new legislative proposals. The participants will be informed on the most important 
proposals of the package by Mr. Johannes Hahn, Commissioner for Regional Policy 
in the European Commission. 

In order to make the debate as productive as possible participants are asked to build 
their interventions on previous discussions at EU level as well as on the following 
basic documents:

 The Fifth report on economic, social and territorial cohesion
 The Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the 

Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of 
the Regions, A Budget for Europe 2020, COM(2011)500

 The European Parliament resolution of 5 July 2011 on the Commission’s fifth 
Cohesion Report and the strategy for post-2013 cohesion policy 
(2011/2035(INI))

 written contributions of the national Parliaments



Participants may of course base their contributions on the new legislative package, as 
far as they have been able to familiarize themselves with it.

Cohesion policy has been one of the EU's central policy areas since the mid 1980's. It 
has been continuously modified and reformed since 1988. Nonetheless, it still faces 
multiple challenges which need to be taken into account in the design of its future 
post 2013. The enlargement of the EU has increased the regional disparities between 
EU regions and has placed significant demands on cohesion policy. Furthermore 
external challenges such as globalisation, demographic change, climate change and 
the creation of a sustainable and competitive energy policy, need to be addressed.  
Internal challenges linked to the architecture of cohesion policy, and relating to the 
instruments, the implementation and the objectives of cohesion policy must also be 
dealt with. Finally, the economic and financial crisis has added pressure to the need to 
adapt and reform cohesion policy post 2013.

For the debate on the future of cohesion policy the following questions could be a 
starting point:

 What should be the principal future objectives of cohesion policy? 
 How to strike a balance between sectoral and territorial policies? 
 What is the added value of European Cohesion policy, politically and 

economically?
 What should the architecture of cohesion policy after 2013 look like?
 How and to what extent should thematic concentration be applied?
 How could the efficiency and effectiveness of cohesion policy be improved?

(simplification, result-based policy, indicators, conditionality)
 How could the absorption capacity of the Member States be improved?
 What challenges are raised by the existence of a multi-level governance 

system and how should the responsibilities under shared management between 
national, regional and European level be distributed? 

 How important is flexibility of implementation?
 What role should the EU institutions play (Commission, Parliament, Council)?
 How to overcome the traditional public policy dilemma of centralisation 

versus decentralisation?
 What impacts have differences between national management systems?

The Committee on Regional Development of the European Parliament is looking 
forward to a constructive debate on these issues. In order to facilitate informal 
contacts between participants the meeting will be followed by a cocktail reception in 
front of the meeting room. After the meeting a summary note will be sent to all
participants.


