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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Agriculture and Rural 
Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Urges the Commission to draw up a global strategy for intermediate disadvantaged areas, 
reducing the existing disparities between Member States as regards the support granted to 
such areas;  

2. Takes the view that the fight against the depopulation of rural areas should form part of 
the strategy to support disadvantaged areas in the EU; considers it necessary to take a 
'depopulation' criterion into account in the ‘fine-tuning’ that the Member States are to 
carry out when drawing up the map of intermediate disadvantaged areas; 

3. Takes the view that the new scheme could lead to a transfer of aid from some areas to 
others, making it necessary for places which lose the status of intermediate disadvantaged 
areas to be given a sufficient transitional period to adapt to the new situation;

4. Calls on the Commission, when defining disadvantaged areas, to take account of all the 
standpoints expressed during the public consultation by states, regional and local 
authorities and the farming groups concerned; 

5. Takes the view that, when the map of intermediate disadvantaged areas is drawn up, 
account should be taken of objective national criteria that will make it possible to adapt 
the definition of areas to the national and regional situation in each country;

6. Asks that, when the 'fine-tuning' of areas is carried out, those areas which have overcome 
the natural disadvantages of the land through farming techniques should not be 
systematically removed, in particular those with low agricultural income or few 
alternative forms of production.  


