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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public 
Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Takes the view that climate change is a crucial challenge of our time. It is now clear that it 
has implications for the environment, human health and spatial planning, and is making it 
more difficult for all countries to progress towards sustainable development;

2. Takes the view that the impact of climate change varies between sectors and European 
regions, particularly affecting mountain and coastal areas, the Mediterranean and Arctic 
regions. The repercussions of a global temperature rise will clearly be felt more acutely in 
those areas that are more dependent on the forces of nature (such as glacial, coastal and 
mountainous areas) and by vulnerable populations, with a danger that regional disparities
will subsequently increase;

3. Recognises the urgent need to react promptly to global warming, both by taking steps to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions further and by introducing proactive adaptation 
measures at European, national, regional and local level with a view to limiting the 
damage;

4. Is firmly convinced of the need for the European Union to retain and develop its 
leadership role in the international fight against global warming, and believes that any 
delay in taking such action will heighten the risk of adverse environmental, economic and 
social effects and be likely to generate higher costs;

5. Takes the view that only close cooperation at all levels of governance will enable the 
European Union to implement an adaptation strategy from 2013;

6. Recognises, therefore, the need to ensure that the adaptation strategy is integrated into, 
and coherent with, all European Union policies; emphasises the key role played by local 
and regional authorities and the need for a bottom-up approach taking account of the 
differences between natural habitats in Europe, in full accordance with the subsidiarity 
principle, since it is convinced that local authorities will be better-equipped to find 
political solutions to their own needs;

7. Welcomes the White Paper’s suggestion that a mechanism be established for sharing 
information; hopes that this will be operational by 2011, and that models and prediction 
tools will also have been developed by then; invites the Member States and local and 
regional authorities to publicise and exchange their practices in relation to all aspects of 
climate change adaptation policies, particularly measures pertaining to energy efficiency, 
waste management and the development of low-emission transport infrastructure;

8. Considers it essential to pursue policies that make both public and private investment and 
certain administrative acts (such as planning permission and development plans) subject to 
a climate impact assessment, so as to block investment in unsustainable infrastructure;
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9. Welcomes the Commission’s decision to set up an Impact and Adaptation Steering Group 
(IASG), and hopes that local and regional authorities will be fully and actively involved;

10. Reiterates that the fight against climate change may serve as an opportunity to arrive at a 
sustainable growth model;

11. Asks the Commission to ensure that the next financial perspective includes sufficient
funding to implement effective climate change adaptation policies at all levels of 
governance. 


