
PA\796952EN.doc PE430.762v01-00

EN United in diversity EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on Regional Development

2009/2167(INI)

19.11.2009

DRAFT OPINION
of the Committee on Regional Development

for the Committee on Budgetary Control

on Protection of the communities' financial interest - Fight against fraud -
Annual report 2008
(2009/2167(INI))

Rapporteur: Erminia Mazzoni



PE430.762v01-00 2/3 PA\796952EN.doc

EN

PA_NonLeg



PA\796952EN.doc 3/3 PE430.762v01-00

EN

SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Notes with concern that the irregularities reported to the Commission in regard to the 
Structural Funds increased by 6,7 % in 2008 compared to 2007, the highest percentage, as 
in previous years, concerning the ERDF and the ESF;; notes with satisfaction, however,
that their financial impact decreased by 27 %;

2. Considers the overall increase of the reported irregularities as a sign of  the effort made by 
the Member States to improve their control systems and is confident that the new 
provisions established by the Structural Funds Regulations for the period 2007-2013 will 
help to reduce the level of irregularities in the next years;

3. Takes note of the European Court of Auditor's report on the implementation of the 2008 
budget and deplores the estimated 11 % reimbursement failure rate for cohesion policy; 
opines that this is partly due to the burdensome administrative procedures and stresses that 
a simplification of the national and Community legislative framework governing the 
Structural Funds, especially as regards management and monitoring procedures, is 
imperative in the process of improving performances;

4. Regrets that in almost 18 % of cases there are still reporting delays exceeding two years; 
stresses the importance of closing the gap between the detection and the reporting of 
irregularities in order to allow the Commission to analyse correctly and in a timely manner 
the changing trends and patterns related to irregularity and fraud;

5. Welcomes the Commission communication of 16 December 2008 entitled, 'Towards a 
common understanding of the concept of tolerable risk of error' (COM(2008)0866) as well 
as the improvements made by some Members States in harmonising their systems for 
reporting irregularities due to the wider use of the AFIS;

6. Urges the Commission and the Member States to act with full responsibility and strengthen 
their efforts to avoid irregularities, administrative errors and failings and asks for a better 
demarcation between the concepts of irregularity and suspected fraud.


