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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Welcomes with interest the 2008 Annual Report, and in particular the Activity and 
Corporate Responsibility Report of the EIB Group which reports on the actions 
undertaken in order to achieve the Bank's strategic objectives which complement and 
reinforce the EU's policy objectives;

2. Notes that Economic and Social Cohesion and Convergence, and the Convergence pillar 
of the EU's Cohesion Policy in particular, are a core target for the EIB;

3. Appreciates the contribution which the EIB made to the Convergence objective by lending 
EUR 21°billion, 41 % of total EIB lending in the EU, for convergence projects;

4. Stresses the added value of undertaking actions in cooperation with the Commission, and 
of the Bank's approach of providing additional support and leverage to Structural Fund 
interventions;

5. Calls on the EIB to develop a more detailed and methodologically harmonised analysis in 
its Annual Reports of the implementation of the financial instruments complementing 
Structural Funds operations; in this context the bank could explain to Parliament the 
functioning of the Risk-sharing Financing Facility which it has established with the 
Commission. Of particular relevance is the interplay between this facility, financing under 
the 7th Framework Programme for Research and the Structural Funds;

6. Requests that in future the EIB report details major loans supplementing ERDF grants to 
regions implementing technologically advanced programmes or programmes related to 
renewable or clean energy supplies;

7. Recognises the important role the EIB is playing in supporting SMEs during the financial 
crisis; notes in this context that at the request of the EIB's shareholders EUR 30 billion 
have been earmarked for loans to SMEs for the period 2008-2011 and that half of that 
amount has been made available between 2008 and 2009; acknowledges the built-in 
leverage effect which stipulates that for each euro the EIB lends to a financial partner, the 
partner must demonstrate that it has extended two euros of credit to SMEs.


