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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Approves the Commission’s proposals aimed at simplifying administrative procedures 
within the research framework programmes, in particular the gradual introduction of 
performance-based funding;

2. Welcomes the EU institutions’ current discussions on the need to simplify regional 
development policy with a view to making it more transparent and effective and providing 
greater legal certainty for beneficiaries; takes the view that the good practices identified in 
the course of this process may help simplify the implementation of FP7;

3. Is of the opinion that the EU’s various instruments for cohesion, research and innovation 
should be implemented in an integrated manner with a view to ensuring their 
effectiveness; emphasises, therefore, the need to seek synergies between these 
instruments;

4. Takes the view that research and innovation can best be fostered at regional level, thanks 
to the proximity between universities, public research bodies, large companies, SMEs and 
regional public authorities, for example within clusters; 

5. Recalls that, like regional development policy, FP7 is based on the principles of 
partnership and co-financing; affirms its commitment to these principles of good 
management, and calls for their continued application despite the restrictions on public 
spending as a result of the economic crisis;

6. Recalls that the EU’s instruments for encouraging research and development focus on 
large-scale projects of excellence likely to have a tangible impact on economic activity 
and job creation; points out that the momentum generated by projects of excellence 
benefits all the Member States and is an effective adjunct to the territorial dimension of 
cohesion policy instruments.


