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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on the Internal Market and 
Consumer Protection, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
in its motion for a resolution:

1. Acknowledges the potential of the Services Directive for the further integration of the EU 
economy and the re-launch of the single market, by fostering economic growth and 
competitiveness and contributing to employment and job creation, as services account for 
a significant share of GDP and employment in the EU; takes the view that, in this sense, 
the implementation of the directive can enhance the mutually reinforcing relationship 
between the internal market and cohesion policy;

2. Believes that the Internal Market Information System and the points of single contact, by 
demanding a great effort of administrative cooperation between all the authorities 
involved, may pave the way for further interoperability and networking at national, 
regional and local level across the EU; takes the view, however that it needs to be ensured 
that this does not impose additional burdens on the parties concerned, especially local and 
regional government;

3. Hopes that the aims of the directive may start to be achieved in the near future and that the 
whole of the EU and its regions may benefit, thus contributing to real economic, social 
and territorial cohesion; underlines the role of the structural funds and other funding 
instruments in providing access to and ensuring the availability of infrastructure such as 
transport, telecommunications and research and innovation, in granting access to public 
goods and services in the regions, particularly in areas unattractive to investors, and in 
helping to encourage exchanges of good practice in the provision of key services;
demands, in this context, greater coherence and coordination between all policies; 

4. Takes the view that, in order to make administrative procedures more efficient, public 
authorities should be obliged to adhere to the principle of multilingualism by using, in 
addition to their own language, one of the EU’s official working languages and, if 
possible, a selected language of the country that is their closest partner in terms of 
economic or – if this is impossible to ascertain – territorial cooperation;

5. Calls on the Commission to monitor effectively, and assess from the outset, the impact of 
the directive on the regions, and to ensure effective coordination of all policies, especially 
cohesion policy instruments, by identifying needs for infrastructure, training, research and 
innovation, and to make any necessary adjustments at regional and local level; 

6. Expects that the directive may in fact bring about a reduction in administrative burdens, 
especially those affecting SMEs, which predominate in the field of services;

7. Calls for proper and thorough monitoring of the application of the restrictions provided for 
in the directive in respect of services of general economic interest, while respecting the 
division of competences with the Member States.


