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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Agriculture and Rural 
Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Takes the view that Europe and its regions need a new, strong CAP that will boost 
development and improve competitiveness on the international market, will be more 
market-oriented and will take account of public goods including food security, 
biodiversity conservation, sound water and forest management and sustainable 
development based on education and knowledge, as well as driving cohesion;

2. Stresses that the direct payments scheme should be retained in order to continue to ensure 
competitiveness, economic stability, decent farm incomes and the sustainable 
development of the EU farm sector, as well as EU food and environmental security, thus 
ensuring that other policies and strategies, including the Europe 2020 strategy, may be 
properly implemented; considers, in this connection, that objective and transparent criteria 
need to be drawn up to ensure the provision of an appropriate level of direct support 
throughout the EU and to move away from the criteria used to date for allocating funding 
under the direct payments scheme;

3. Considers that the CAP should take greater account of the potential, problems and needs 
of small family holdings; stresses the need to diversify the incomes of such holdings and 
to develop entrepreneurial skills and create new jobs in rural areas;

4. Notes that the potential of regions and rural areas is not confined to the natural resources 
that enable them to play a social and economic role, given that such areas are first and 
foremost a place where the food required in order to ensure food security is produced and 
that they provide key raw materials for industry and renewable energy generation, as well 
as constituting a source of environmental, ecological, landscape and tourism assets and 
non-material assets including traditions and cultural features such as culinary heritage in 
the form of regional products; 

5. Points out that the current rules for the allocation of second-pillar funding were agreed on 
the basis of the cohesion criterion, i.e. the agricultural and rural development disparities 
existing between individual Member States and regions; believes, in view of the fact that 
those disparities still exist, that the current criteria and funding arrangements for rural 
development should be retained, in particular in the context of expanding the second pillar 
to take account of the Europe 2020 strategy objectives; points out that this will require 
appropriate coordination and distribution of tasks between the CAP and cohesion policy.


