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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Environment, Public 
Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Invites the Commission, when setting up the European disaster response, to take into 
account the Solidarity Clause and its implementation arrangements, which are due to be 
adopted; 

2. Calls on the Commission to aim towards an additional EU involvement in terms of 
resources and capacities for disasters taking place within the EU and directly affecting its 
citizens and, incidentally, EU taxpayers;

3. In this context, reiterates its call to use existing EU resources such as the EU Solidarity 
Fund; urges the Commission to present a new proposal enabling the EU’s Solidarity Fund 
to increase its flexibility and to simplify its administrative rules, while keeping in mind its 
original objective of allowing ‘a rapid decision to be taken to commit specific financial 
resources and mobilise them as quickly as possible’;

4. Supports the Commission’s efforts to include prevention aspects in its disaster response
since the very beginning; points out, therefore, that regional and local authorities play a 
key role in disaster prevention by implementing, through the Cohesion Policy, risk 
prevention strategies at territorial level; 

5. Points to the key role of the regional and local authorities, which are in the front line when 
disasters occur and whose involvement can raise the EU’s visibility among its citizens;

6. Underscores the importance of the EU’s commitment to supporting the measures taken by 
Member States, especially when several Member States are affected by a common 
disaster; therefore advocates making use of the valuable experience acquired in this field 
through projects implemented in the past under the Community’s INTERREG initiative.


