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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Economic and 
Monetary Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in 
its motion for a resolution:

1. Considers that a strong and well-funded cohesion policy is an effective and efficient 
instrument to implement EU strategy by 2020, owing to its long-term development 
programmes, decentralised administration system and the incorporation of the EU’s 
priorities for sustainable development;

2. Points out that regional policy has a consolidated methodology for an integrated approach 
and a well-designed guidance system for mobilising investments on the ground which 
could support economic coordination in an appropriate manner;

3. Regrets that the national goals are not ambitious, that an excessive importance has been 
given to short-term results and that, in most areas, the EU is still far from attaining the 
EU key goals agreed by the European Council;

4. Considers this as justification for strengthening regional (and not merely national) 
potentials and stakeholders in particular when orientating structural policy;

5. Points out that giving the strategy more of a territorial dimension – taking into account 
the particularities and different development levels of European regions – and directly 
involving regional and local authorities and partners in the planning and implementation 
of relevant programmes would lead to a greater feeling of responsibility for the goals of 
the strategy at all levels and would ensure greater awareness on the ground of its 
objectives and results;

6. Calls on the Member States to involve national parliaments, social partners, regional and 
local authorities and civil society more closely in the formation of national reform 
programmes, and to consult them regularly.


