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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Transport and Tourism, 
as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Notes that large divergences exist in terms of transport infrastructure and geographical 
accessibility on the one hand between the eastern and western parts of the EU and on the 
other hand between central and peripheral regions, which need to be tackled; takes the 
view that the transport system of the EU should support balanced regional development 
and territorial cohesion, which will lead to the creation of a Single European Transport 
Area;

2. Points to the role that cohesion policy plays in developing transport infrastructure; draws 
attention to the lack of financial resources in several Member States; takes the view that 
new financing instruments are necessary for the transport sector; calls on Member States 
to ensure sufficient national funding in their budgetary planning and sufficient project 
planning and implementation capacities;

3. Points out that urban transport services are covered by the subsidiarity principle; stresses,
nevertheless, that European cooperation, coordination and funding would enable local 
authorities to meet the challenges they are facing; underlines the importance of 
interregional and cross-border cooperation with regard to the development of transport 
networks;

4. Notes that cities suffer most from congestion and air and noise pollution; in this context 
believes that cities can make a major contribution towards combating climate change 
through intelligent local public transport systems and sustainable city-district planning,
including building of bicycle paths; calls for transport arrangements between cities and the 
countryside to be improved;

5. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to involve local and regional authorities 
in the implementation of the White Paper;


