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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Considers that the territorial cooperation principles apply also to external borders and are 
a key tool to improve EU economic development as well as the EU’s overall ENP political 
goals, including the promotion of democracy; takes the view that these targets can only be 
achieved with the cooperation of both civil society and regional and local authorities; 
underlines that the Commission should extend its integrated approach in order to clearly 
support the local and regional authorities as one of its pillars and guarantors of the general 
interest;

2. Stresses the outstanding role of Euroregions for the achievement of the cohesion policy 
goals and encourages the Commission to promote and help their development, particularly 
in border regions, in order to boost Euroregions' role within the ENP policy; 

3. Underlines that the ENP should be considered broadly in order to fuel the economic 
development of bordering areas; stresses the positive impact of relaxing visa requirements 
for local border traffic and the development of regional markets, particularly regarding 
such groups as students, researchers, businesspeople, artists or journalists; in this respect, 
calls on the Commission to propose an amendment to Article 3 of Regulation (EC) No 
1931/2006 in order to enlarge the definition of ‘border area’ and to increase the number of 
holders of local border travel rights, allowing them to move freely in the whole border 
region;

4. Understands that the Commission's DG Regional Development possesses vast experience 
of the management of the ERDF and is convinced that it would be in the interest of ENPI 
goals to draw on DG Regio’s advice regarding the management of funds; therefore 
believes that the management of these financial tools in relation to CBC programmes 
should be returned to DG Regio, which was responsible for it in the past.


