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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the Communication from the Commission entitled ‘Industrial policy: 
Reinforcing competitiveness’ (COM(2011)0642), as well as the Commission’s working 
document on ‘competitiveness proofing’;

2. Points out that by strengthening economic growth and social and territorial cohesion, 
Small and Medium Size Enterprises (SMEs) have a crucial role to play in the efforts to 
reach the EU 2020 objectives; notes that the economic and fiscal crisis has had a dramatic 
impact on the position and perspectives of many SMEs, and that there is an urgent need 
for access to financing;

3. Calls on the European Council to preserve the cohesion policy budget for the next 
programming period, as the Structural and Cohesion Funds are among the EU’s most 
effective instruments for creating growth and jobs, increasing competitiveness of the 
European economy and supporting SMEs;

4. Underlines the need for better coordination and synergy between different European, 
national and regional polices directly addressing SMEs; points out that existing initiatives 
and financial instruments for SME support should be more coherent, and should 
complement each other; stresses the need to reduce fragmentation, and to consolidate 
financial support schemes for SMEs, in order to ensure greater pooling and coordination 
of resources at European, regional and national levels;

5. Stresses that the Structural Funds should continue to provide financing to SMEs by means 
of equity, guarantees and loans, and underlines that complex administrative procedures, as 
well as significant differences between the provisions applied respectively by managing 
authorities and intermediate bodies, should be avoided;

6. Calls on Member States and on regional and local authorities to apply, on their respective 
levels, the instruments promoted by the Commission, such as competitiveness proofing, 
fitness checks and SME tests, in order to guarantee the policies’ overall effectiveness.


