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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Employment and Social 
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Considers it disappointing that the Commission has ignored repeated calls from 
Parliament to establish full democratic legitimacy for the European Semester, starting 
with the conversion of the Annual Growth Survey (AGS) into Annual Sustainable Growth 
Guidelines, presented in a format that would allow Parliament to propose amendments and 
would ensure that a transparent process of interinstitutional decision-making results in 
commonly agreed policy guidance; calls on the Commission to present future AGSs in a 
more ambitious manner, with the inclusion of more extensive guidelines for national, 
regional and local authorities;

2. Emphasises that the Commission should take greater account of specific regional trends,
as well as potential errors in its forecast, which represents the basis for the AGS;

3. Notes that cohesion policy, as a key EU investment tool which accurately targets regional 
investment needs, contributes not only to reducing disparities between regions, but also to 
economic recovery and the effective delivery of sustainable growth and job creation in the 
Union as a whole;

4. Points out that, at a time of fiscal constraint and reduced lending capacity in the private 
sector, the Structural Funds are an essential lever to stimulate the economy and help 
deliver the growth and employment objectives enshrined in the Europe 2020 Strategy; in 
this connection, stresses that, in view of the key role played by cohesion policy in the 
development of national programmes within the framework of the European Semester, 
this policy should be a prime focus of the AGS and should contribute to the annual debate 
on growth and jobs in the EU;

5. Stresses the importance of involving national, regional and local authorities, social 
partners and civil society in the design and implementation of policy guidance under the 
AGS, in order to ensure better ownership of Europe 2020 objectives; 

6. Considers it essential for cohesion policy to contribute to reducing internal competitive 
disparities and structural imbalances through its option of adaptability to the specific 
needs of regions; welcomes, in this regard, the Commission’s initiative of reprogramming 
where possible unallocated Structural Fund resources in favour of SMEs, energy 
efficiency and youth employment; asks to be kept duly informed on the implementation of 
this initiative at national levels;

7. Calls on Member States to make full use of the Structural Funds in order to enhance 
employability and combat structural and long-term unemployment effectively; considers 
that the Commission should, as a matter of urgency, propose a European Youth Guarantee 
in order to genuinely improve the situation of young people who are not in employment, 
education or training, and should work closely with Member States to deploy part of their 
unallocated Structural Fund resources to tackle youth unemployment.


