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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Transport and Tourism, 
as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Highlights the role of sea-basin strategies in fostering balanced, integrated regional 
development; calls for such strategies to be effectively rolled out and for appropriate 
financial and administrative resources to be targeted on their implementation;

2. Calls for a focus on leveraging synergies across EU instruments to support and develop 
maritime clusters; welcomes initiatives at Member State level, such as Ireland’s 
INFOMAR programme;

3. Stresses the need for legal certainty for businesses looking to invest in maritime areas; 
calls on the Commission and the Member States to agree on clear, uniform, transparent 
and practical maritime spatial planning and integrated coastal zone management plans;

4. Notes the potential for offshore wind, tidal, wave and ocean thermal energy, as well as the 
conventional offshore energy sector, to generate sustainable jobs in coastal regions, reduce 
emissions and contribute to the EU’s long-term energy targets; highlights the fact that 
significant investment in grid connections and transmission capacity will be required to 
bring this potential on stream;

5. Underlines the role of aquaculture in promoting regional development in coastal areas; 
notes that 90 % of aquaculture businesses in the EU are SMEs, providing 80 000 jobs; 
calls for innovative methods to be supported via the EMFF, to promote the development 
of aquaculture in deep water alongside offshore wind farms;

6. Recognises that blue biotechnology offers an enormous potential for tackling global 
societal challenges; calls for synergies between regional and innovation policies in order 
to develop research infrastructure to harness this sector;

7. Calls for tourism to be promoted and sustained as a driver for growth and jobs in coastal 
areas; highlights the need to provide infrastructure for tourism sectors with high growth 
potential, such as water sports; welcomes initiatives to promote crossborder tourism 
strategies on a sea-basin basis.


