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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Underlines the strategic role a robust, results-oriented Cohesion Policy plays in 
generating jobs and growth throughout the Union; emphasises that structural and 
cohesion funds are significant components of public investment in the Member States 
and their regions; 

2. Is concerned that the uncertainty linked to the adoption of the MFF constitutes an 
obstacle for any serious budgetary planning, which is quite worrying as 2104 is the 
start of the new programming period and affects Cohesion Policy in particular;

3. Welcomes the Commission's proposal on Draft Amending Budget 2/2013 for a total 
amount of EUR 11.2 billion, of which EUR 9 billion are devoted to Cohesion Policy; 
considers it as a first step in the effort to tackle the shortfall in payments but underlines 
that this amount does not suffice to cover all unpaid payment claims from 2012; urges 
the Council to adopt Draft Amending Budget 2/2013 as soon as possible;

4. Asks the Commission and the Member States to address effectively the administrative 
deficiencies in the implementation of Cohesion Policy on the ground, ensuring an 
adequate level of absorption and a meaningful attainment of the objectives and the 
results as set; calls on the Commission, therefore, to continue providing the necessary 
assistance in order to achieve these goals;

5. Considers that the next programming period offers an opportunity to improve still 
further the positive impact of Cohesion Policy and insists that the preparation of the 
Partnership Agreements and programmes should take place as soon as possible to 
allow for a successful implementation from 1st January 2014 and a smooth transition 
to the next programming period.


