COUNCIL OF
THE EUROPEAN UNION

Council conclusions on Yemen

3166th FOREIGN AFFAIRS Council meeting
Brussels, 14 May 2012

The Council adopted the following conclusions:

1. "The European Union reaffirms its full support for a peaceful and orderly transition process in
Yemen, ahead of the Friends of Yemen Ministerial meeting on 23 May in Riyadh. On that
occasion, three months after the Yemeni people elected President Hadi, the EU will, along
with the international community, express its support to the process of comprehensive reform
and renewal on which the Yemeni government and Yemen'’s transitional institutions have
now embarked.

2. The EU welcomes the efforts of President Hadi to implement the provisions of the Gulf
Cooperation Council initiative and implementation mechanism. The EU encourages the
President to rapidly take forward the national dialogue. It welcomes the appointment of a
Liaison Committee and urges him to establish a fully inclusive Preparatory Committee
without delay, bringing in representatives from all strands of Yemeni society. The EU calls
upon all relevant Yemeni stakeholders to contribute actively to this process. The EU,
alongside other international partners, will continue to support the government in this crucial
endeavour, as the basis for constitutional reforms and lasting reconciliation.

3. The EU is deeply concerned by all attempts to derail Yemen’s transition. It calls on all parties
to abide by the undertakings set out in the Gulf Cooperation Council initiative and
implementation mechanism, in good faith. President Hadi has demonstrated his determination
to implement the initiative. The EU is therefore committed to assist him, exploring all
available options to ensure compliance from any individuals who persist in undermining or
opposing the political transition in Yemen. In this connection, the EU recalls United Nations
Security Council Resolution 2014, which calls on all parties to commit to a political
settlement based on the Gulf Cooperation Council initiative and implementation mechanism.
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The EU is alarmed by the serious deterioration of the humanitarian situation. In particular
food insecurity, notably for women and children, is of major concern. Moreover, the
continuing insecurity in all areas of the country has compounded the humanitarian situation
and led to a further increase of internally displaced persons. A strong and coordinated
humanitarian mobilisation is therefore necessary. The EU is committed to strengthening its
humanitarian engagement in Yemen.

The EU condemns the attack in Sana'a on 12 May that injured the Bulgarian Ambassador to
Yemen, which represents evidence of the fragile security situation in the country. The EU
calls on the Yemeni authorities to do their utmost to investigate the incident.

Once again, the EU affirms its readiness to continue and reinforce its support to the
government and people of Yemen. It looks forward to continued engagement with the
authorities, alongside the international community, in order to address the humanitarian,
development and security needs of all the Yemeni people."
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