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Europe needs a 
strategy to come 
out stronger from 
the crisis and face 
long-term 
challenges.

The crisis has made the task of securing future economic 
growth much more difficult. Our growth potential has been 
halved during the crisis. Many investment plans, talents and 
ideas risk going to waste because of uncertainties, sluggish 
demand and lack of funding. Europe is left with clear yet 
challenging choices. Europe must face up together to the 
immediate challenge of the recovery and to long-term 
challenges, regain competitiveness, boost productivity and put 
the EU on an upward path of prosperity. What is needed is a 
strategy to turn the EU into a smart, sustainable and inclusive 
economy delivering high levels of employment, productivity 
and social cohesion. This should be the Europe 2020 strategy.

What does the 
Commission 
propose?

Following an evaluation of the Lisbon strategy, the European 
Commission adopted on 3 March 2010 its proposal1 on Europe 
2020. The Commission puts forward three mutually reinforcing 
priorities: smart, sustainable, and inclusive growth; and seven 
flagship initiatives2 to catalyse progress under each priority 
theme. The Commission also proposes five headline targets3 to 
define where the EU wants to be by 2020 and to track progress. 
To ensure that each Member State tailors the Europe 2020 
strategy to its particular situation, these EU targets should be 
translated into national targets and trajectories. The strategy 
will require a strong governance framework and a more focused 
country surveillance to ensure timely and effective 
implementation.

Parliament 
welcomes general 
objectives but is 
critical about main 
elements.

The European Parliament has welcomed4 the Commission's 
proposal for the EU 2020 strategy as it addresses many of the 
weaknesses of the previous Lisbon Strategy. However, it has 
also expressed its disappointment at the main elements of the 
strategy agreed by the European Council on 26 March 2010; 
has urged the European Council to draw lessons from the 
current crisis and to define a truly far-sighted, ambitious and 
coherent strategy5. In particular, Parliament has warned against 
the very general nature of the content of the EU 2020 strategy, 
such as the headline targets, flagship proposals - which are no 

                                               
1 COM(2010)2020
2 "Innovation Union"; "Youth on the move"; "A digital agenda for Europe"; "Resource efficient Europe"; "An 
industrial policy for the globalisation era"; "An agenda for new skills and jobs"; and "European platform against 
poverty"
3 75 % of the population aged 20-64 should be employed; 3% of the EU's GDP should be invested in R&D; the 
"20/20/20" climate/energy targets should be met (including an increase to 30% of emissions reduction if the 
conditions are right); the share of early school leavers should be under 10% and at least 40% of the younger 
generation should have a tertiary degree; 20 million less people should be at risk of poverty.
4 European Parliament resolution of 10 March 2010 on EU 2020 (P7_TA(2010)0053)
5 European Parliament resolution of 16 June 2010 on EU 2020 (P7_TA(2010)0223)
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more than action plans -, bottlenecks and indicators. The 
rapporteur fully agrees with these criticisms. The Commission's 
Budget Review paper does not provide details on how the 
different policies would be allocated to the different EU 2020 
objectives or even if horizontal policies (e.g. CAP, cohesion) 
would be split between objectives. This is of utmost importance 
in order to devise the structure of the next MFF and its internal 
flexibility.

Delivering 
EU2020: it is not 
only about 
spending; the 
optimal policy-mix.

EU2020 is not only, not even mainly, about spending. We need 
to mobilise all EU-level instruments, notably the single market, 
to tackle bottlenecks and deliver the Europe 2020 goals. In each 
instance it should be assessed which is the best policy-mix to 
attain the objectives: legislation, coordination, expenditure or a 
combination of these. Should the recourse to funding be 
justified, we should respect the principles of subsidiarity (who 
can best do it) and proportionality (design of the spending 
programme to attain in the optimal way the expected results).

An imperative: 
achieving synergy 
between EU and 
national budgets.

The EU2020 strategy commits both the EU and, primarily, the 
Member States. In order to achieve results, tasks, resources and 
responsibilities must be clearly defined in a well orchestrated 
way between EU, national, regional and local levels of 
governance. The EU budget amounts to only 2% of the total 
European public spending. Therefore, it is indispensable that 
the bulk of the investment comes from the national budgets 
and, through adequate incentives and favourable framework 
conditions, from the private sector. It is equally indispensable 
to achieve a better synergy between EU and national level 
spending. Although the EU and the Member States coordinate 
their policies through a wide range of formal (e.g. BEPG, 
OMC) and implicit mechanisms, budget synergies are rarely 
put into practice6. The new economic and budgetary policy 
coordination mechanism (so-called "European semester") 
should offer an adequate framework to achieve the desired 
budgetary synergies. Under this new six-month cycle, Member 
States will review in April their medium-term budgetary 
strategies and at the same time draw up national reform
programmes. In June and July, the European Council and the 
Council will provide policy advice before the member states 
finalise their budgets for the following year. Member States 
should provide details in their medium term budgetary 
strategies on the contribution to the different objectives and 
targets of EU 2020. They should also provide information on 
how they have used national and EU funds to achieve the 

                                               
6 According to a study procured by Parliament, national budgets, apart from some exceptions – mainly found in 
regional policy – seldom refer to their contribution to achieving the objectives of the Lisbon or other EU 
strategies.
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various EU 2020 objectives1. The Commission should exploit 
this valuable information to better target its financial 
programming instruments and to promote exchange of best 
practices and policy learning among Member States.

EU Budget: small 
compared to 
national budgets 
but considerable 
leverage effect.

Whilst many of the EU's objectives can be reached through law 
or policy coordination, Parliament has underlined2 that, while 
the bulk of the budgetary resources should come from the 
Member States, the EU budget, thanks to its mobilising and 
coordinating capacity, must play a central role in delivering this 
strategy, and that it should be the touchstone for a new 
generation of spending programmes.

Current budget 
doesn't sufficiently 
reflect the EU2020 
strategy.

Parliament has already pointed out3 that the current budget does 
not sufficiently reflect the financial needs associated with 
tackling 21st-century challenges. According to the 
Commission's identification of the programmes that support the 
different flagships of the EU 2020 strategy4 in the initial 2011 
Draft Budget only 43% of the budget (excluding administrative 
expenditure) support EU 2020 objectives. From the analysis of 
the data provided by the Commission, the following results: 
- Only Headings 1a (internal policies, 86%) and 1b (cohesion 

policy, 67%) are regarded as EU2020 intensive.
- In Heading 2 (natural resources), market related expenditure 

and direct aids (73,5% of this Heading) are not considered 
by the Commission to contribute to the EU2020 strategy. 

- Heading 1b (cohesion policy) is notably the largest 
contributor (60% of all EU2020 related expenditure) to the 
three objectives of the EU2020 strategy. Cohesion policy is 
considered, therefore, the main delivery instrument of EU 
2020.

- Headings 3a (Freedom, security and justice), 3b 
(Citizenship) and 4 (External relations) are considered to 
contribute both in absolute and relative terms only 
marginally to the EU2020 strategy.

The rapporteur expresses certain scepticism on the results of the 
identification done by the Commission and calls the 
Commission to clarify the criteria used to consider whether 
expenditure programmes support the EU 2020 strategy.

                                                                                                                                                  
1 P7_TA(2010)0223
2 P7_TA(2010)0191
3 P7_TA(2010)0053
4 Letter of Mr Lewandowski to Ms Jedrzejewska of 20 August on the financing of the EU 2020 strategy in the 
EU 2011 Budget
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EU2020 should be 
the main but not 
the exclusive policy 
reference for the 
next MFF.

The rapporteur concludes from the discussions held in the 
Committee that the Europe 2020 strategy should be the policy 
reference for the post-2013 MFF. At the same time he believes 
that Europe 2020 should not be regarded as an all-inclusive 
strategy covering all EU policy fields. This will dilute its focus 
on growth and jobs and render it impossible to manage in a 
coherent manner. The rapporteur is of the opinion that policy 
areas such as citizenship, justice, freedom and security and 
external relations pursue other objectives and should be 
regarded separately from the EU2020 strategy.

Reformed CAP 
and cohesion 
should be within 
the framework of 
the 2020 strategy.

The rapporteur agrees with the European Council's conclusion1

that "all common policies, including the common agricultural 
policy and cohesion policy, will need to support the strategy."
Agricultural and cohesion policy might be the most difficult 
policies to integrate in the framework of the 2020 strategy but 
their contribution is essential for its success. In this regard, he 
wishes to recall the recent positions adopted by Parliament on 
the integration of CAP2 and cohesion3 polices within the 2020 
framework.

Cohesion policy
key for achieving 
EU2020 goals

As evidenced by the analysis of the 2011 Draft Budget, 
cohesion policy and its structural funds are key delivery 
mechanisms to achieve the priorities of smart, sustainable and 
inclusive growth in Member States and regions. That is why it 
is so important to maximise the added value of cohesion 
funding favouring its concentration on the objectives of Europe 
2020, and a rigorous concentration on results.

Implications on 
structure

There is an obvious benefit in a budget which in structure, as 
well as balance, reflects the EU's political priorities. Hence, a 
straightforward answer would be to organise the budget around 
the Europe 2020 strategy. The Commission has proposed a 

                                               
1 European Council Conclusions 25/26 March 2010
2 P7_TA(2010)0223 "63. Points out that CAP reform by 2013 and a sustainable forestry strategy should be 
considered within the framework of the EU 2020 strategy; is convinced that, with the right policy framework and 
adequate budgetary resources, agriculture and forestry can play an important role in an overall European strategy 
to secure economic recovery, while at the same time contributing to EU and global food security, preserving the 
rural landscape, which accounts for 90% of the EU's territory, ensuring the protection of jobs in rural areas, 
securing environmental benefits and making an important contribution to the search for alternative resources;"
3 P7_TA(2010)0223 "61. Considers that a strong and well-financed cohesion policy, embracing all European 
regions, should be fully in line with the EU 2020 strategy and that such a policy, with its horizontal approach, is 
a pre-condition for successful attainment of the EU 2020 goals, as well as for achieving social, economic and 
territorial cohesion; urges, therefore, that the rules for implementing cohesion policy should be further simplified 
in the interests of user-friendliness, accountability and a more responsive approach to future challenges and to 
the risk of economic crises;"
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structure which comprises a subheading for each of the three 
EU2020 objectives. This organisation would provide a better 
reflection of the political priorities while allowing for a better   
coordination of the policies contributing to the same objectives 
and for increased flexibility within the subheadings. This 
structure, however, could entail complex programming and 
management if certain policies (e.g. agriculture and cohesion) 
would be spread over several objectives/subheadings. In the 
Working Document on Structure the rapporteur will address 
this issue in detail. 

Flexibility is a 
must

If there is a requirement for a strategy until 2020 it is flexibility. 
While we could dare to say that smart, sustainable and inclusive 
growth would remain relevant as objectives until 2020, the 
same is not true for the priorities and activities under those 
objectives. As the physicist Niels Bohr once said:" predictions 
are always difficult; especially about the future". The alignment 
of the EU budget with the Europe 2020 strategy will be a 
progressive task: not only because of the need to redesign our 
main policies to the new objectives but also because the content 
of these objectives will most probably change. How would we 
be able to reflect in the post-3013 MFF the lessons of the mid-
term review of the EU2020 strategy in 2015/16? Only through 
adequate flexibility arrangements.
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ANNEX
SELECTED DOCUMENTS FROM EU INSTITUTIONS AND BODIES REGARDING THE 

EU 2020 STRATEGY

As background to the Working Document, this Annex provides excerpts from recent 
resolutions of the European Parliament, conclusions from the European Council and opinions 
of the Committee of the Regions and the Economic and Social Committee related to the 
implications of the EU2020 strategy on the post-2013 MFF. They are grouped around the four 
horizontal issues identified. The following documents have been examined:

Communication from the Commission on The EU Budget 
(COM(2010)700) (COM3)
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/official/communic/comm_en.htm

19 October 2010

Communication from the Commission on Regional policy contributing to 
smart growth in Europe 2020 (COM(2010)553) (COM2)
1 http://ec.europa.eu/budget/reform/library/communication/com_2010_700_en.pdf

6 October 2010

European Council conclusions (EC2)
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/115346.pdf

17 June 2010

European Parliament resolution on EU 2020 (EP5)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2010-
0223+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN

16 June 2010

European Parliament resolution on Community innovation policy in a 
changing world EU 2020 (EP4)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+REPORT+A7-
2010-0143+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN

15 June 2010

Resolution of the Committee of the Regions on the stronger involvement of 
Local and Regional Authorities in the Europe 2020 strategy (COR)
http://portal.cor.europa.eu/europe2020/news/Documents/CdR 199-2010 fin EN.doc

10 June 2010

European Parliament resolution on a Digital Agenda for Europe: 2015.eu 
(EP3)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+REPORT+A7-
2010-0066+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN

25 May 2010

European Parliament resolution on the contribution of the Cohesion policy 
to the achievement of Lisbon and the EU2020 objectives (EP2)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2010-
0191+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN

20 May 2010

European Council conclusions (EC1)
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/113591.pdf

25/6 March 2010

European Parliament resolution on EU 2020 (EP1)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2010-
0223+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN

10 March 2010

Communication from the Commission EUROPE 2020 A strategy for smart, 
sustainable and inclusive growth (COM(2010)2020) (COM1)
http://ec.europa.eu/eu2020/pdf/COMPLET%20EN%20BARROSO%20%20%20007%20-
%20Europe%202020%20-%20EN%20version.pdf

3 March 2010

Opinion of the European Economic and Social Committee on the post-2010 
Lisbon Strategy (EESC)
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.news.10090

4 November 2009
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ALIGNMENT OF THE POST-2013 MFF WITH EU2020

General aspects
"The Commission will propose action to develop innovative financing solutions to support 
Europe 2020's objectives by fully exploiting possibilities to improve the effectiveness and 
efficiency of the existing EU budget through stronger prioritisation and better alignment of 
EU expenditure with the goals of the Europe 2020 to address the present fragmentation of EU 
funding instruments (e.g. R&D and innovation, key infrastructure investments in cross-border 
energy and transport networks, and low-carbon technology)...;" (COM1)

"Today we adopt "Europe 2020", our new strategy for jobs and smart, sustainable and 
inclusive growth. It constitutes a coherent framework for the Union to mobilise all of its 
instruments and policies and for the Member States to take enhanced coordinated action. It 
wi l l  promote the delivery of structural reforms. The emphasis must now be on 
implementation, and we will guide and monitor this process. We will discuss further, over the 
coming months, how specific policies can be mobilised to unlock the EU's growth potential, 
starting with innovation and energy policies;" (EC2)

"5. g) All common policies, including the common agricultural policy and cohesion policy, 
will need to support the strategy. A sustainable, productive and competitive agricultural 
sector will make an important contribution to the new strategy, considering the growth and 
employment potential of rural areas while ensuring fair competition. The European Council 
stresses the importance of promoting economic, social and territorial cohesion as well as 
developing infrastructure in order to contribute to the success of the new strategy." (EC1)

"25. Recognises that the EU Budget must play a central role in achieving the EU 2020 
targets;..." (EP2)

"33. Takes the view that the current budget does not sufficiently reflect the financial needs
associated with tackling 21st-century challenges; urges the Commission to put forward an 
ambitious proposal to make the EU 2020 strategy a success;" (EP1)

"3.9.1. Reform the EU budget in accordance with Lisbon: Generally speaking, the budgets of 
individual policies need to be re-evaluated in line with Lisbon and geared towards research 
and competitiveness, environment and climate, investment in sustainable energy use; 
constructive public spending in the business location, active labour market policy, 
work/family life balance, social cohesion, poverty prevention and creating new, high-quality 
jobs. In connection with this, a reform-based discussion on the EU budget relating to Lisbon 
should also be given consideration in the forthcoming 2014-2020 financial framework. An 
effective implementation of European targets will also require that the consolidation of the 
regional dimension is included as a key topic in the discussion on the funding of structural 
and cohesion policy after 2013." (EESC)

Common Agricultural Policy
"9. Is disappointed that no mention was made of the agricultural sector in the original 



PE454.602v01-00 10/13 DT\851775EN.doc

EN

proposals for the EU 2020 strategy, despite agriculture's potential to make an active 
contribution to meeting the main challenges ahead; is convinced that, with the right policy 
framework and adequate budgetary resources, agriculture and forestry can play an important 
role in the overall European strategy designed to secure economic recovery and achieve 
climate targets, while at the same time contributing to EU and global food security, growth 
and job creation;" (EP1)

"63. Points out that CAP reform by 2013 and a sustainable forestry strategy should be 
considered within the framework of the EU 2020 strategy; is convinced that, with the right 
policy framework and adequate budgetary resources, agriculture and forestry can play an 
important role in an overall European strategy to secure economic recovery, while at the 
same time contributing to EU and global food security, preserving the rural landscape, which 
accounts for 90% of the EU's territory, ensuring the protection of jobs in rural areas, 
securing environmental benefits and making an important contribution to the search for 
alternative resources;" (EP5)

Cohesion Policy
"Economic, social and territorial cohesion will remain at the heart of the Europe 2020 
strategy to ensure that all energies and capacities are mobilised and focused on the pursuit of 
the strategy's priorities. Cohesion policy and its structural funds, while important in their own 
right, are key delivery mechanisms to achieve the priorities of smart, sustainable and 
inclusive growth in Member States and regions." (COM1)

"25. ...considers that cohesion policy due to its strategic focus, strong and binding 
conditionality, tailor-made interventions, and monitoring and technical assistance, is an 
efficient and effective mechanism for EU2020 strategy delivery;" (EP2)

"28. Emphasises that a strong and well-financed cohesion policy, embracing all European 
regions, must be a key element of the EU2020 Strategy; believes that this policy, with its 
horizontal approach, is a pre-condition for the successful delivery of the EU2020 goals, as 
well as for achieving social, economic and territorial cohesion in the EU; rejects all attempts 
to renationalise the cohesion policy and asks for the regional dimension to be fully supported 
in the review of the EU budget;" (EP2)

"30.Stresses that the cohesion policy is not subordinated to the EU2020 Strategy; highlights 
that whilst the cohesion policy's priorities should be aligned with the EU2020 objectives, 
sufficient flexibility should be allowed to accommodate regional specificities and support the 
weaker and neediest regions to overcome their socio-economic difficulties, natural handicaps 
and reduce disparities;" (EP2)

"37. Believes, however, that the Union should continue to use, as its main financing 
mechanisms, the Cohesion Fund and structural funds, which have well-established and 
operational delivery methods; considers it unnecessary to create new separate thematic funds 
to address the EU2020 goals and instead deems that they should be included in cohesion and 
rural development policies;" (EP2)
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"2. emphasises that Cohesion policy, with its devolved approach and system of multilevel 
governance, is the only European Union policy to link the goals of the Europe 2020 strategy 
and the new challenges with local and regional authorities, but it does need sufficient 
funding. It is therefore essential that cohesion policy continue to be geared towards the goals 
of sustainable economic growth, social inclusion, employment, fight against climate change 
and the quality and efficiency of public service provision;" (COR)

External dimension
"5. h) The strategy will include a strong external dimension, to ensure that EU instruments 
and policies are deployed to promote our interests and positions on the global scene through 
participation in open and fair markets worldwide." (EC2)

"64. Stresses that more attention should be paid to the external dimension of the EU 2020 
strategy; urges the Commission to take a broader and more comprehensive approach in its 
external action, in line with the EU concept of policy coherence for development; calls on the 
Commission to use its trade strategy for EU 2020 to promote the Union's core values, such as 
the promotion of human rights, democracy, the rule of law and fundamental freedoms and the 
defence of the environment;" (EP5)

SETTING OF PRIORITIES

"41. Believes that the EU should embark on major economic projects, such as a truly 
European energy grid, completion of the Galileo project and the widespread application of 
green technology, including systematic renovation of the EU's building stock, e-health and 
efforts to improve and update ICT infrastructure;" (EP1)

"21. Calls for a strengthened European approach to financing innovation and to prevent the 
current fragmentation and short-termism; considers that the provision of adequate financial 
resources is vital to the development of innovation and that the EU budget for innovation 
should therefore be substantially increased; calls for this to be reflected in the upcoming 
revision of the current financial framework and in the planning process in connection with the 
2014-2020 Financial Perspective;..."(EP4)

"26.  Emphasises that Europe should be at the cutting edge in the development of internet 
technologies and ICT low-carbon applications; proposes that the EU ICT research budget be 
doubled in the next Financial Perspective;" (EP4)

"50....proposes that the EU ICT research budget be doubled and that the budget for ICT take-
up be multiplied by four in the next Financial Perspective;" (EP3)

"19. Emphasises that major R&D projects, key energy infrastructure investments and the new 
EU competence on space policy, as well as EU innovation policy, require solid, credible and 
sustainable EU financial support if the Union's key 2020 objectives are to be met;" (EP5)

"29. ...calls on the Commission to increase the total financial envelope earmarked for 
research and innovation in the Community budget;"(EP5)
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"50. Notes that, to tackle the climate challenge, substantial investments in energy 
infrastructure will be needed before 2020 and beyond, including investment in the upgrading 
of Europe's energy networks, a truly European, smart energy super-grid, green corridors, 
interconnections, completing the Galileo project, green technology, e-health, the Trans-
European Transport Network (TEN-T) programme and free and equitable access to ICT and 
broadband;" (EP5)

"55. Reiterates its request that adequate financing be secured to support clean, sustainable 
and efficient low-carbon energy technologies, amounting to total spending from the EU 
budget of at least EUR 2 billion annually, in addition to FP7 and CIP, from 2010 onwards;..." 
(EP5)

"49. ...calls, therefore, on the Commission and the Member States to put energy efficiency at 
the top of the EU agenda, including in budgetary terms;" (EP5)

"51. Points out that the Union needs to invest more efficiently in existing transport 
infrastructures, such as TEN-T, to boost job creation, improve social and territorial cohesion 
and create a sustainable and interoperable transport system; calls for an interplay between 
transport modes and the smart use of logistics, since de-carbonising the transport sector and 
making it sustainable will require innovation, new technologies and financial resources;" 
(EP5)

"34.Emphasises that Parliament has also identified youth as a key priority for the 2011 
budget and has clearly expressed its intention to afford further financial support to all major 
programmes in that field;" (EP5)

COMPLEMENTARITY WITH NATIONAL BUDGETS

"19. Believes that the Member States should indicate how they used EU funds to achieve the 
various EU 2020 objectives...;" (EP1)

"55. ...calls, in this context, for the Commission and the Member States to establish a 
timetable for their funding commitments, as a matter of urgency, to ensure that funds start 
flowing from 2010 for the various initiatives of the SET plan, as well as complementary 
initiatives;" (EP5)

QUALITY OF EXPENDITURE

"The EU multi-annual financial framework will also need to reflect the long-term growth 
priorities. The Commission intends to take the priorities, once agreed, up in its proposals for 
the next multi-annual financial framework, due for next year. The discussion should not only 
be about levels of funding, but also about how different funding instruments such as structural 
funds, agricultural and rural development funds, the research framework programme, and the 
competitiveness and innovation framework programme (CIP) need to be devised to achieve 
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the Europe 2020 goals so as to maximise impact, ensure efficiency and EU value added. It 
will be important to find ways of increasing the impact of the EU budget – while small it can 
have an important catalytic effect when carefully targeted." (COM1)

"19. Believes that...-EU funding should be conditional on results and compatibility with the 
objectives of the EU 2020 strategy;" (EP1)

"6. Criticises the lack of an overall assessment of the impact of cohesion expenditure on 
regional development; calls upon the Commission to assess the territorial impact of 
earmarking Structural Funds to the Lisbon Strategy and to evaluate whether this system is 
actually contributing to balanced and coherent regional development;" (EP2)

"32. Considers that explicit targets should be set for SME-compatible funding tools, to 
guarantee digital interoperability and accessibility, and that they should clearly include EU 
targets for eco-innovation;" (EP5)

"40. Stresses the importance of providing for a minimum allocation of funds for SMEs in the 
open calls published under the Research and Innovation initiatives, following the same 
commitment adopted for the FP7 (15% of the resources in the Cooperation programme);"
(EP4)

"46. Believes that the rules for distribution of the EU structural funds should be adjusted to 
take account of the need to promote innovation that reduces costs and improves resource 
use;" (EP5)

"30. Underlines the importance of simplifying research and development funding and cutting 
red tape, so that knowledge-driven businesses can maximise their effectiveness and new 
employment opportunities can be encouraged;" (EP5)

"44.  Considers that enhanced support for innovation must always be accompanied by a 
reduction in the red tape confronting applicants; calls on the Commission to eliminate red 
tape by re-engineering Framework Programme processes and by creating a users' board;" 
(EP4)


