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WHAT IS FGM?
United Nations resolution 67/146 of 20th•
December, 2012 described FGM as ‘a harmful 
practice that constitute a serious threat to the 
health of women and girls including their 
psychological, sexual and reproductive health 
which can increase their vulnerability to HIV 
and may have adverse obstetric and prenatal 
outcomes as well as fatal consequences for 
the mother and the new born



WHO: – FGM includes all procedures 
that intentionally alter or cause injury to 

the female genital organs for non 
medical reasons



TYPE 1
Clitoridectomy, which is the partial or total •
removal of the clitoris or the prepuce



TYPE 2

Excision, which is the partial or total 
removal of the clitoris and the labia 

minora, with or without excision of the 
labia majora



TYPE 3
Infibulation, which is the narrowing of the 
virginal orifice with the creation of the a 

covering seal by cutting and appositioning
the labia minora or the labia majora, 

without excision of the clitoris,



NORMAL GENITALIA



Some of the Immediate complications can include: •
severe pain, excessive bleeding, genital tissue 
swelling

Some of the long-term consequences can include: •
urinary problems vaginal problems; menstrual 
problems; scar tissue and keloid; Fistula



FGM is often considered a necessary part of raising a •
girl, and a way to prepare her for adulthood and 
marriage.

Early marriage, as a consequence of FGM is also a •
detriment to the lives and wellbeing of many girls 
around the world. 

Early marriage is a business transaction where girls •
are used as commodities for trade. 



#



Women and girls make up more than half the •
world’s population and Kenya is no different.

Hence their socio-economic contributions and •
leadership are central to achieving sustainable 
development in all spheres. 



The Kenyan government has committed itself to prevent and •
end Female Genital Mutilation by ratifying international 
conventions and declarations and has also done well in the 
enactment of laws, policies and regulations on response and 
prevention of FGM. 

The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of –
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) (1979) 
The Convention on the Rights of the Child (1990) –
The Children’s Act (2001) – States that ‘No person shall –
subject a child to female circumcision, early marriage of 
other cultural rites, customs or traditional practices that 
are likely to negatively affect the child's life, health, social 
welfare, dignity, physical or psychological development

INITIATIVES IN ELIMINATION OF FGM



INITIATIVES IN ELIMINATION OF FGM IN •
KENYA



INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 
FGM  SEPTEMBER 2004



. Legislation prohibiting FGM has a moral force and an •
educational impact that could provide an effective 
deterrent
3 law e. Comprehensive legislation prohibiting FGM must •
be enacted and, where it is already adopted, appropriate 
strategies must be implemented to ensure its effective 
enforcement, including capacity building of all relevant 
actors. Such strategies should be developed in consultation 
with the relevant actors, including nforcement officials and 
civil society, in order to ensure effective and consistent 
public information and education, particularly in terms of 
informing whoever performs FGM, including health 
professionals and traditional circumcisers, that performing 
FGM gives rise to legal and professional sanctions.



. Academic institutions, as they are requested by the International •
Conference on Population and Development (ICPD-Cairo) in 1994, 
should be recognised for the knowledge and expertise they can 
provide in the implementation of a social and political 
environment for the eradication of FGM
. Governments and international actors should provide political •
support and, where possible, financial resources to empower 
NGOs in their struggle to stop FGM. Governments in particular 
should consider allocating resources in the national budget and 
working with civil society in the implementation of strategies for 
the abandonment of FGM, including through collaboration in 
public information and education activities. In addition, 
governments must ensure that national NGOs are able to pursue 
their activities freely



States affected by FGM should formulate a •
national plan of action for the eradication of 
FGM with time-bound objectives. Plans should 
be formulated and implemented through a 
participatory approach involving civil society. 
Governments should provide adequate 
Budget allocations for the implementation of 
the plan of action.



Chapter 4 of the Kenyan Constitution – The Bill Of Rights – •
Article 19 (2) states that the purpose of recognizing and 
protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms is to 
preserve the dignity of individuals and communities and to 
promote social justice and the realization of the potential of 
all human beings.

Meaning that the focus in Kenya as per our constitution is on •
building momentum for effective implementation of the its 
legislation in line with achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs).



Article 27 (1) further states that every person is equal before the law and •
has the right to equal protection and equal benefit of the law. (3) Women 
and men have the right to equal treatment including the right to equal 
opportunities in political, economic, cultural and social spheres. (This 
addresses goals)

Article 53 (1) (d) states that every child has the right to be protected from •
abuse, neglect, harmful cultural practices, all forms of violence, inhuman 
treatment and punishment, and hazardous or exploitative labour. 



The Prohibition of Female Genital Mutilation Act, 2011 is an •
Act of Parliament to Prohibit the practice of Female Genital 
Mutilation, to safeguard against violation of a person’s mental 
or physical integrity through the practice of Female Genital 
Mutilation and for connected purposes. 

This is especially true with goal 5 for Gender Equality, target •
5.3 on Elimination of all harmful practices such as child, early 
and forced marriage and Female Genital Mutilation

And as a response to FGM Kenya established the Anti-FGM •
Board which draws its mandate from the Prohibition of 
Female Genital Mutilation Act of 2011.



FUNCTIONS OF ANTI-FGM BOARD
Co-ordination of public awareness programmes •
against female genital mutilation,
Formulation of policies on the planning, financing of •
all activities relating to female genital mutilation,
Provision of technical support to institutions and •
agencies engaged in programmes aimed at eradication 
of female genital mutilation,
Facilitation of resource mobilization for the •
programmes and activities aimed at eradicating 
female genital mutilation and
Performance of any other duties stipulated in the •
Prohibition of Female Genital Mutilation Act, 2011



FGM in Kenya cnt’d
There has been a decline of FGM/C practice over •
the last  decades among the girls aged 15-19 
years,
1998- 38%
2003-32%
2008/2009-27%
2014- 21%

A decline that places Kenya at the forefront in the •
drop of FGM prevalence globally
FGM/C is more common in rural areas 25.9% than •
urban 13.8% and varies from one ethnic group to 
another,





Formation of Anti-Female Genital Mutilation •
Board in December 2013.  To strengthen  the 
Government resolve to end FGM the author 
of the Bill on Prohibition of FGM was 
appointed as the Chairperson.

In March 2014 the ODPP nominated twenty •
prosecutors to handle cases of FGM and 
sensitize the public on Anti-FGM legislation.



The Government, NGOs, FBOs, CBOs work •
together in awareness creation and education 
campaigns to change cultural perceptions and 
beliefs on FGM and promote alternative rite 
of passage

















The government, like an eagle must fly 
through the storm of harmful practices 

and beliefs to confer dignity, skills, assets 
and unleash the untapped potential of its 

citizens. One wing being Education and the 
other legal instruments/tools



ASANTE – THANK YOU


