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MINUTES
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The meeting opened at 15.00 on Wednesday, 14 December 2016, with Mrs Olga Sehnalova 
(first Vice-Chair) presiding instead of Mr Fulvio Martusciello (Chair).

1. Adoption of agenda (PE 580.964)

The Agenda was adopted with no changes.

2. Approval of the minutes of the meeting of 14 September 2016 (PE 580.946) 

The minutes were approved.

3. Chair's announcements

The Chair briefed those present on the 42nd EU-Israel Inter-parliamentary meeting, 
which was held on 17 November 2016. This meeting gave the members of D-IL the 
opportunity to discuss with their Israeli colleagues and exchange views on several 
issues such as the EU-Israel Partnership, the security challenges in the EU and in the 
wider Middle East region, cybersecurity issues and security challenges, fight against 
terrorism and radicalisation, high technology and start-up industries. 

The members of the two delegations had a lengthy discussion on the growing anti-
Semitism in Europe and the possible ways of combating it. The representative of the 
EEAS delivered a very clear and comprehensive insight on this matter, in particular by 
organising annual specific seminars on anti-Semitism, as well as training programmes 
on the fight against anti-Semitism meant to tackle modern forms of anti-Semitism.

They debated in detail on the ongoing conflict between Israel and Palestine and the 
remote prospect of finding a viable solution to this conflict. With regard to the
political dialogue with the Knesset, the Chair explained that the two delegations 
needed to strengthen the political dialogue in order to ensure that the relation is able to 
withhold open and frank discussions and any criticism on a variety of issues.



PE591.520v01.00 2/7 PV\1112985EN.docx

EN

The Chair also mentioned an event that took place at the end of November, in which 

Young Political Leaders - political activists and representatives of civil society - from 

Israel and Palestine actively participated. Members of the Delegation for relations with 

Israel and Members of the Delegation for relations with Palestine participated in the 

programme, as well as Mr Fernando Gentilini, EU Special Representative for the 

Middle East. 

4. Exchange of views with H.E. Ambassador Aharon Leshno-Yaar, Mission of Israel 
to the European Union, on the current situation in Israel and the state of play of 
relations between the European Union and Israel

The meeting started with a comprehensive presentation by Ambassador Aharon 
Lashno-Yaar on the current situation in Israel and the state of play of relations 
between the European Union and Israel. Ambassador Lashno-Yaar opened his 
presentation by explaining that Israel is increasingly worried about the persistent 
situation of instability in the Middle-East region including the establishment of 
military outposts of Russia and Iran in the nearby Syria and, as far as Iran is 
concerned, Lebanon.

The situation in Egypt is also a matter of concern for Israel. Israel is sincerely 
supporting the stabilisation process in the country and the fight against terrorism and 
radicalism made by the El-Sisi executive. Cooperation with Cairo is relatively good 
and Israel is also deploying its good offices to secure more substantial US assistance 
to Cairo.

With a view to avoiding any potentially dangerous clashes with Russian forces in 
Syria, Israel has also entered into contact with the Russian Army and established 
procedures to be used in case Russian forces approach Israel’s armed forces
detachments or accidentally cross the Israeli air space. This is intended to avoid 
incidents similar to those that saw Russian aircrafts leaving the Syrian air space shot 
down by Turkish interceptors. The incidents that occurred last year resulted in a 
serious political and economic escalation between Moscow and Ankara, which the 
parties defused only after months.

Iran remains a source of potential danger for Israel. Tel Aviv does not see favourably 
the growing presence of Iranian military forces and their allies in Lebanon and on the 
Golan Heights. The civil war in Syria is not likely to end soon and recent tactical 
victories of President Assad are not going to allow the government forces to regain 
full control of the Syrian territory within a near future. In any event, Israel follows 
closely the situation in the neighbouring country and tries to avoid that instability 
spills over its borders. 

On the new US Presidency, Ambassador Lashno-Yaar, candidly admitted that he was 
not in a position to predict what will be the stance assumed by the new administration 
once Trump becomes president of the US. He, however, stressed that relations with 
the US are very good and that Israel has “good friends” within the inner circle of the 
president elect.

Relations with Palestine is obviously one of the top priorities of the Israeli 
government. According to the Ambassador, there is no doubt that Israel is committed 
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to finding a deal based on the “two states” solution. However, he honestly admitted 
that this solution is not within reach. What Israel wishes is that the two parties settle 
the conflict bilaterally without any preconditions or conditionality. The Ambassador 
stated that, under certain terms, Israel has demonstrated that it is able to withdrawn 
from the occupied territories and remove all Jewish settlements from there. He quoted 
the cases of Sinai and Gaza. He also mentioned the fact that in few cases and upon the 
decision of the Israeli Supreme Court, the Israeli military forces managed to evacuate 
pieces of land in the West Bank. 

The Ambassador instead criticised a recent peace initiative (“Global Summit”) 
launched by the French Government, which he defined as “divisive” and untimely.  
The Ambassador also criticised the recent statements by the Geneva-based Human 
Rights Council (UNHRC), which he accused of being excessively focussing on Israel 
without having regard to more serious violations of human rights in other countries 
such as Libya, Syria and Saudi Arabia. Responding to a question by a Member on the 
visa issue for Bedouins, Ambassador Lashno-Yaar stated that this population is
treated much better in Israel than in any other country in the region. 

As far as the European Union is concerned, Ambassador Lashno-Yaar, explained that 
Israel belonged more to Europe than to the Middle-East and is glad to work together 
with the EU on issues of mutual interest. The EU may play a key role in setting up a 
platform for dialogue and cooperation with the Palestinians. The EU, and notably 
the EP, should instead refrain from tabling resolutions and reports, which unilaterally 
condemn Israel without taking into consideration its right to protect its population and 
safeguard its security. Israel does not like to be excluded from debates taking place at 
the EP and would instead appreciate being involved in any parliamentary event when 
its case is brought up.
The presentation by the Israeli Ambassador was followed by an exchange of views 
with the Members of the Delegation. 

5. Any other business

No other issue.

6. Date and place of the next meeting

The next meeting will take place on 2 February 2017.

The meeting closed at 16.00.
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