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From Patriarch Louis Sako

To: Martin Schulz, MEP, President of the European Parliament

Cc: Political group presidents at the EP

20th January 2016

Highly esteemed President Schulz,

It is heartbreaking to write to you about your debate today, with one hand holding the pen and the
other healing the wound. My words are directed to every one of you, especially those with good will to
help us (especially the so-called “minorities”) seriously in getting out of this dark tunnel. With these
words, we would like to show reality, look for solutions and work closely with you for a better future in
Iraq and the region.

Internal Contexts
It seems like evil hand has implemented everything that was planned to change the situation in the
country abruptly in order to come up with the following image:

1. Emerging of new conflicts in Iraq and the region, resulted in an organized war which has been
planned in a tricky/smart way, compared to traditional war.

2. Unprecedented and unexpected planting of seeds of differences between ethnic, doctrinal and
religious groups and sometimes even within the same group. Like the uncontrolled wildfire, such
fanatic beliefs justify violence, resulted in a sudden elevation in conflicts and tensions against
whoever does not agree with their ideology.

3. Lacking of trust among different political parties (in charge) and the absence of actual national
reconciliation, created a gap between them. Additionally, the competition between these
parties to have control on power, wealth and land in Iraq makes it impossible to achieve the
national partnership and to attain the desired solutions.
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Reasons for the Current Miserable Situation
It is not a secret to talk about the intervention of external “players” based on their own ambition in the
region. They used Democracy and Freedom as a cover to deprive our natural resources, peace, liberty as
well as creating chaos and terrorism in Iraq and the Middle East. All the above mentioned, provided an
appropriate environment for the following:

1. Failure of the teaching and learning system in addition to decline in general education, moving
from bad to worse.

2. Increase of unemployment.
3. Deterioration in economic and security situation
4. Huge drop in public services.

So, the reality in Iraq at the moment is: Thousands of dead people; millions of externally and internally
displaced persons (IDPs); destroyed facilities and homes; and the most hurtful / upsetting thing is the
obsession, of those who are still living in Iraq, about the duration of this conflict.

Religious Reconciliation
We have to confess that, in spite of all the positive impacts of religion on human daily life (such as
peacefulness, serenity etc.), it may have a negative influence due to the following factors:

1. Immaturity of faith and spiritual life.
2. Absence of conscious and proper analysis
3. Lack of correct and scientific reading of the text

As we all know, the actual essence of religion includes forgiveness, respect, cooperation etc. However, if
we step away from that and moved toward extremism with a loud voice of intolerance, we are opposing
the idea of living together.

Imposition of religious affairs on society without considering the presence of people from other beliefs
and dogmas is not consistent with the new reality. Such practices result in facing a cultural crisis that
lacks a broad vision of reality, forcing us to rise up against injustice that affects our people. Otherwise,
we have to deal with this issue as it has been resolved by constitutions of other countries around the
world.

As we are still talking about religion, it is worth mentioning that we are also facing certain formal
practices that are far from the essence of religion, such as judging people from other religions of being
infidels-heretics (sometimes even within the same religious group); without knowing their reel faith;
without paying any attention to their goodwill in living peacefully and longing for the Creator. Frankly, I
would say that this is a result of shortage:

· In publicizing the scientific and explanatory readings by the responsible religious leaders with new
updated programs of religious instruction.
· In having an unconventional guidance for the common good.
· In the rules application of public law.
· In liberating from political agenda that comes from abroad.



Anguish and Future of Christians and Other Ethnic Groups
Since 2003, Iraq is drifting under a systematically well-planned agenda aiming to dispose Christians and
other religious minorities, dismissing them from their own land and destroying their mutual history,
values and moral.

The following are facts and indicators that help us draw an image of reality, showing how Iraq is living
now outside the scope of modern countries, away from the minimum limits of human rights; in terms of
respecting the uniqueness of each group and religion; as well as protecting the sanctity of its’ people;
and ensuring their right to practice it freely:

1. The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS):
Everyone knows by now how ISIS attacked Christians and Yazidis based on “be Muslim to be safe”.
Native people were kicked out of their homes in Mosul and Nineveh Plains. Such discriminating
behavior against minorities lies under “Genocide” category. In addition, other partisans and groups
appear to assault minorities in words and actions are as bad as ISIS.
I will list below some examples, without affixing it to Islam in general, but are clearly offensive and awful
violations:

 The Iraqi National Card in Article 26, paragraph 2, states that "children shall follow the
religion of the converted parent to Islam”. That is, if the male parent converts to Islam
or if their Christian mother marries a Muslim.

 The recent proscription announced by some Muslim Clerics- Mullahs before Christmas
2015, forbidding their supporters from saying “Merry Christmas” to Christians and
considering this greetings worse than committing mortal sins.

 Destroying Christmas trees at more than one Mall, in addition to demolishing Christian
graveyard (cemetery) in Kirkuk.

 A female judge from Baghdad dismissed a Christian man from the court when he was
asked to be a witness by his neighbor Muslim widow. The judge claimed that Christians
are not accepted as witnesses in Iraqi courts.

 Muslim constructors refused to build homes, monasteries etc. for Christians since they
identify them as infidels.

 Militia in Baghdad got hold of Christians’ homes, lands and other properties.
 Distribution of posters, even in public bureaus asking Christian girls to wear a scarf, as

Virgin Mary did. This action is considered as a shameless intrusion with individual
choices. We are not living in old ages, when traditions were imposed on people without
any differentiation.

2. All the above mentioned and daily violations are producing more fears and worries for
minorities in Iraq pushing them to almost “mass departing” their land seeking safe haven asylum
abroad, which is a big loss in skills and competencies. Do you agree with these violations and
their results? Is this kind of ideology encouraging us to live together? It is painful to remember
Christians’ wound when they were forced to migrate to neighboring countries, escaping from
such cruel terrorism. As this approach does neither serve the religion nor the country and
because we have witnessed in the past 14 Centuries certain limits of coexisting and exchanged
respect, we need to put more effort in changing this exclusionary ideology and help minorities
to live in their country with dignity, particularly because they are the native people of this land.

What do we Need Today?



1. We need an open-minded education that deals with the modern international society,
developed civilization; cultural and religious diversity appreciates others and respect
differences.

2. We need a good and strong government
3. We need educated Muslim clerics who oppose such fanatic and seditious way of thinking by

words and deeds, so we can feel really that this is our land and our country, and that we are
citizens treated equally and having the same rights and duties.

All the above is needed instead of this suspicious silence toward accusing us of being infidel who have to
be humiliating our people, looting their properties and beheading them.

Solution: Difficult Choices

1. Agree on a new and clear political vision to lead Iraq, prepare a practical plan to be
implemented on ground with a new prospect of relationship and maintaining a civil and united
country that embraces diversity in education, religion and doctrine as a source of enrichment for
a unique Iraq. Probably, Federalism is currently the most acceptable solution that may keep the
country united.

2. Adopt the language of law that should be characterized by
 Impartiality and neutrality in dealing with citizens, verifying their rights and duties in the

constitution.
 Dealing with citizens’ issues in fairness and open-mindedness on the light of the Iraqi

constitution as well as the international laws and conventions.
 Making right decisions that may serve public interest to pave the way for achieving real

citizenship.
3. Fortify Iraqi people with neutral ideology that tend to expose the negative results of terrorism

and equip them with a better education to be proud of their nationality rather than their
ethnicity, tribes or doctrine etc.

4. Oppose extremism by dismantling terrorism and eliminating it from its’ roots. This can be
accomplished by relying on the culture of tolerance; accepting, loving and respecting others
rather than treating them as enemies; and also by not being complacent with those who
encourage and call for violence and fanaticism.

5. Agree on a legal, humanitarian, social, religious formula (modus vivendi) for living peacefully
together, which should be a good formula that assures respect for diversity, be consistent with
reality, guarantees balance in the society preserving national unity and supporting multiplicity
and diversity.

Final Call
The local saying states that “Elhaq Halak” which means, “you must hurry up and save yourself”. So it is
time now to take responsibility before this conflict extends for many more years, it is the right time to
join forces and hold each others’ hand: Christians, Muslims, etc. to stop killing, destroying and
displacement, it is time to establish peace, security. By doing this, we would be ultimately the makers of
a historical turning point in this land and worthy to achieve security and peace to our people. Please do
all you can to stop this genocide, act now before it is completed.

(Signature)
+Louis Raphaël I Sako
Chaldean Catholic Patriarch of Babylon and Head of the Chaldean Catholic Church
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