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The meeting opened at 17.30 on Tuesday, 6 October 2015, with Martin Schulz (Chair)
presiding.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 563.944)

The agenda was adopted without any change.

2. Approval of minutes of meeting of 9 June 2015 (PE 554.157)

The minutes were approved as they stood.

3. Chair’s announcements and

4. Presentation of the priorities and programme for the Moroccan Presidency of the 
PA-UfM by Mr Rachid Talbi El Alami, President of the Moroccan Chamber of 
Representatives.

President Martin Schulz introduced the meeting with a focus on the dramatic 
situation in the region (the refugee crisis) and updated the Delegation on upcoming 
activities:
 his visit to Tunisia on 3-5 November
 the French-Moroccan Paris Summit on climate change due to take place on 

15 October 2015 (where the President will be represented by Vice-President David 
Maria Sassoli).

 upcoming PA-UfM committee meetings : Energy and Environment (Vienna, 19-20 
October), Culture (Rome, 6 November).

 Euromedscola (Strasbourg, 22-23 November).

In his presentation of the priorities of the Moroccan Presidency of the PA-UfM
(2015/2016), Mr Rachid Talbi El Alami, President of the Moroccan Chamber of 
Representatives pointed out that Migration and mobility issues should top the 
Assembly's agenda over the coming months. In this respect, Morocco will endeavour 
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to follow-up on Portugal's efforts to focus some of the Assembly's activities on this 
topic. As Morocco will head the COP 22 conference in 2016, climate change will also 
be another key priority (together with the French national Assembly and the Anna 
Lindh Foundation, Morocco is organizing a summit on climate change in Paris on 
15 October). President Rachid Talbi El Alami informed the Delegation that 
Morocco will favour inter-institutional co-operation with:
 the Arab Maghreb Union.
 the African Parliamentary Union.
 all Euromed stakeholders (including HR/VP Mogherini, Commissioner Füle, UfM 

SG, EIB, EBRD, ABD), which will be invited in Morocco on the occasion of the 
next PA-UfM's Bureau meeting (no indicative date) to implement projects in the 
region. 

In their interventions, Members (Ms Beghin, Messrs Pargneaux, Peillon and Vajgl) 
insisted on the need to invigorate the Assembly (and the UfM at large) and put its 
activities on a new footing, notably through a change in perspective in the role of the 
Assembly vis-à-vis the UfM projects (which should be more closely monitored by the 
Assembly) and renewed efforts to improve its governance.

Along the same lines, President Talbi El Alami mentioned that as there are overlaps 
between the PA-UfM and the Malta-based Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Mediterranean (PAM), Morocco has already started talks with Member countries of 
these two Assemblies to merge them. The Moroccan Speaker raised the idea not only 
in DMED but also in the course of his bilateral meetings with President Schulz, EPP-
Chair Manfred Weber and S&D-Chair Gianni Pittella. 

Other interventions by Members focused on the refugee crisis (Messrs Fisas Ayxela, 
Vajgl, Pargneaux), the situation in Western-Sahara (Messrs Sebastian, Vajgl) and 
security in the region (Mr. Pargneaux).

The meeting closed at 19.00.

5. Date and place of next meeting

25 November (Strasbourg).
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