
Bio of the speaker: Charles Shamas 

Charles Shamas is the Senior Partner and co-founder of the MATTIN Group, a voluntary partnership 
dedicated to activating processes of human rights and international humanitarian law peer 
enforcement that operationalise the customary duty of non-recognition. The MATTIN Group’s work 
draws on the disciplines of law, economics, trade policy and cognitive science.  It currently operates 
in Ramallah, Brussels and Washington DC. 

In 1979 Mr. Shamas established a laboratory manufacturing venture in Ramallah. Over the next 
decade the MATTIN Group employed that venture to examine and document the institutional 
constraints on skilled labour-based manufacturing in the occupied Palestinian territories and to 
demonstrate how repositioning strategies could transform traditional low-wage manufacturing 
activities into internationally competitive engines of social welfare with relatively small investments.  
In this context Mr. Shamas led a successful multi-year effort to coax the European Community, the 
US and EFTA to establish separate regimes for trading with Palestinian exporters and importing 
Palestinian products, including separate origin designators.  In 1987 the manufacturing venture 
initiated direct Palestinian exports to the European Community and to the US.  In 1988, at the 
MATTIN Group’s urging, the European Parliament, Commission and Council acted decisively to end 
Israel's obstruction of Palestinian direct industrial exports and Israel’s prohibition of direct 
Palestinian agricultural exports. 

In 1996 Mr. Shamas and his MATTIN Group colleagues launched a multi-year process of 
investigation, consultation and dialogue with the EU institutions and Member States that brought to 
light the fact that Israeli settlement products were being regularly granted preferential treatment 
under Israel’s free trade agreements with the EU in violation of existing EU legislation.  This
prompted a series of attempts between 2000 and 2012 to bring an end to those violations.  

Over the past decade Mr Shamas and his MATTIN Group colleagues have brought to light other 
cases involving the deficient or irregular implementation of EU legislation that prompted corrective 
reforms of various areas of EU-Israel dealings. The European Commission’s issuance of guidelines on 
EU-funded support to Israeli entities and their activities in the occupied territories (July, 2013), and
its more recent “Interpretative Notice on indication of origin of goods from the territories occupied 
by Israel since June 1967” (2015/C 375/05) have been among the most visible of the reforms made 
to date. To avoid such problems in the future and enable the EU “to fully and effectively implement 
existing EU legislation ”, in 2012 the Council concluded that “all agreements between the State of 
Israel and the EU must unequivocally and explicitly indicate their inapplicability to the territories 
occupied by Israel in 1967”.  

Mr Shamas co-founded Al-Haq, the first Palestinian human rights organisation, and co-founded 
the Palestinian Trade Promotion Organisation. He has advised the PLO/PNA on IHL-related 
diplomacy and is a member of the MENA advisory board of Human Rights Watch. 

Mr. Shamas has authored and co-authored a number of studies and articles on international 
humanitarian law, EU external relations, sectoral industrial policies and development strategies and 
other trade-related subjects.


