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1. Question tabled by Judith Sargentini 

On March 9, 2015, five armed men abducted free-lance journalist and leader of the Occupy 
Africa Unity Square (AUS) protest group Dzamara near his home in the Glen view suburb of 
Harare. In the months prior to his abduction, Dzamara had led a number of peaceful protests 
against the deteriorating political and economic environment in Zimbabwe. On several 
occasions, police and supporters of Mugabe’s ruling ZANU-PF party assaulted Dzamara. 
During a peaceful protest last November, about 20 uniformed police beat Dzamara with baton 
sticks until he lost consciousness. Over six weeks since his abduction, Dzamara remains 
missing with no word as to his whereabouts. Senior government officials  until recently 
ignored a High Court Order directing them to search for Dzamara and report progress to the 
court every two weeks until his whereabouts are determined. There are serious concerns for 
his safety and the protection of his rights.
On the 27th of April, 11 people were detained in Harare, after they took part in a procession 
in support of missing  Itai Dzamara.  The activists were arrested and held for six hours. 

Questions: 

- Has the EU been in contact with the Government of Zimbabwe in order to inform 
about the wellbeing of Itai Dzamara and the reluctance to act in this case ?

- How will the EU press the Government of Zimbabwe to take all necessary measures to 
ascertain Dzamara’s whereabouts, safeguard his wellbeing and accord him the full 
protection of the law, demand his release and the protection of his wife, who has 
reported being under constant surveillance. 
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- How will the EU urge the Government of Zimbabwe to guarantee the safety of human 
rights defenders and create an enabling environment for all people to enjoy their right 
to freedom of expression, association and assembly, especially also in the light of the 
recent re-engagement of the EU and the support package under the 11th EDF?.

2. Question tabled by Barbara Lochbihler 

In 2012 and 2013, Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak publicly pledged to repeal the 
draconian Sedition Act 1948, an act that has been increasingly used to stifle legitimate dissent 
in Malaysia. However, in 2014 Prime Minister Najib Razak announced that not only will the 
Sedition Act be maintained, but it will be fortified.

In 2014 alone the Sedition Act has been invoked arbitrarily to investigate, charge or convict 
44 individuals (including opposition politicians, activists, students and lawyers) for merely 
exercising their right to freedom of expression.

- What actions have been and will be taken by the EU to discourage the Malaysian 
Government from clamping down on freedom of expression and backtracking on their 
pledge to repeal the Sedition Act?

At the 26th Summit of the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) at the end of 
April in Malaysia, European Commissioner for Trade Cecilia Malmstrom called for a speedy 
conclusion of the EU-Malaysia Free Trade Agreement (FTA). 
On 26 March, European Ombudsman O'Reilly adopted a draft recommendation urging the 
European Commission to conduct a comprehensive Human Rights Impact Assessment for 
Vietnam without further delay, considering that the regional Sustainability Impact 
Assessment conducted for the EU-ASEAN FTA was not sufficient to address EU human 
rights obligations. Hence, the European Commission must undertake Human Rights Impact 
Assessments for each of the countries concerned by FTA negotiations with the EU. More 
generally it means that human rights are not sufficiently taken into account in EU trade 
negotiations.

- How does the European Commission intend to use the FTA negotiation processes to 
advance human rights in Malaysia?

- Will the EU act upon the civil society demand to establish a human rights roadmap in 
cooperation with Malaysian authorities and civil society, in order to achieve tangible 
results before the FTA is agreed?

-- Will the European Commission conduct a thorough Human Rights Impact Assessment 
for Malaysia?


