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Subject: Export controls in respect of dual-use items 
 

 

Answer  

Misuse of internationally traded dual-use items can contribute to human rights abuses. It is in the EU’s own interest 
to ensure that EU-made software and technologies are not diverted from their legitimate uses and that the EU’s 
digital infrastructure and strategic interests are duly safeguarded. 

Reported cases of repression by authoritarian governments using EU-made surveillance tools have given rise to 
the recent updates of the Wassenaar Arrangement control lists, preparing the ground for the closure of possible 
loopholes in the rules governing trade in these technologies. 

In line with the joint tripartite declaration, a delegated act reflecting decisions taken in international export control 
regimes will be followed by a legislative proposal to update the Dual-use Regulation, based on the Commission 
communication of 24 April 2014. In order to ensure its thorough implementation, could the Commission clarify the 
following: 

1. How does it envisage addressing the specific problem of the export of surveillance technologies from the EU? 
By means of what concrete measures does it intend to further address the human rights implications outlined in the 
above-mentioned communication? How does it view proposals to restrict the export of surveillance technologies to 
a predefined list of countries? 

2. What parameters and measures have been chosen to ensure a comprehensive export control policy, the truly 
effective enforcement thereof, and a fair competitive environment for EU exporters? What is the Commission’s 
assessment of the implementation of the ex-post control mechanism and the discussed introduction of additional 
ex-ante controls for the most sensitive dual-use technologies? 

3. Given the very specific technical nature of these products, how does the Commission intend to ensure that 
experts and stakeholders can provide input so that the right products are targeted, but that harmless technologies 
are not subject to overly stringent controls or excessive bureaucratic burdens? How does it intend to differentiate 
harmful technologies from those which are capable of promoting and protecting human rights, and from security 
testing tools without criminal intent? 

 

 

Note from the Secretariat: Debate available at the following address: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/video?debate=1416858992219  
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=CRE&reference=20141124&secondRef=ITEM-018&language=EN&ring=O-2014-000081
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=CRE&reference=20141124&secondRef=ITEM-018&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=CRE&reference=20141124&secondRef=ITEM-018&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/video?debate=1416858992219

