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Human Rights Subcommittee mission to Israel and 
Palestinian territories: "Human rights remain a core 
element in the EU's relationship with Israel and 
Palestine" 
 

A mission of the European Parliament’s Subcommittee on Human Rights (DROI) 
visited Israel and Palestine from 20 to 24 July 2015. Members held a series of 
meetings with Members of the Knesset and of the Palestinian Legislative Council, 
government officials, representatives of UN agencies, Israeli and Palestinian human 
rights and other civil society organisations and representatives of religious 
minorities. 

The DROI mission visited Bedouin villages in Israel and in the West Bank, including the 
Abu Nuwar and Susiya villages. Members also visited an Israeli cooperative 
agricultural community (moshav) at the Northern Gaza border and the city of Hebron. 

The DROI mission welcomes the willingness of all interlocutors to engage in open and 
frank discussions on a broad range of issues related to human rights, including 
security, detainees, children's rights, gender equality and access to water, and the 
compliance with international law and conventions, and considers it important that 
human rights remain a core element in the EU's relationship with Israel and Palestine, 
as well as in the European Parliament's interparliamentary activities. 

MEPs also stress the importance of vibrant civil society organisations in the life of 
democratic societies, and encourage both Israel and Palestine to ensure a working 
environment for civil society organisations, in particular those working on human 
rights, that enables them to operate freely and without harassment; and express 
their concern, in this context, about certain aspects of proposed NGO laws. 

Members of the Delegation also recognise the crucial contribution that humanitarian 
and other international organisations make to help those in need, and welcome the 
European Union's strong support to UNRWA and other UN agencies to carry out their 
mission in Palestine. 

The DROI mission notes the openness, and often high expectations, of both Israeli 
and Palestinian interlocutors concerning the EU's current and potential role in the 
region, and considers it important for the EU to remain active in the support of 
human rights and in the search for a political solution to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict on the basis of international law. 
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Finally, the DROI delegation expresses its support to the EU Council's conclusions of 
20 July pointing out that respect for human rights and international humanitarian 
law, including accountability, is a cornerstone for peace and security in the region, 
and reiterates the EU Council's call to halt plans for forced transfer of population in 
the Susiya and Abu Nwar communities visited by the DROI mission. 

The delegation led by Josef Weidenholzer (S&D, AU) and composed of Godelieve 
Quisthoudt-Rowohl (EPP, DE), Therese Comodini Cachia (EPP, MT), Kati Piri (S&D, NL) 
and Beatriz Becerra Basterrechea (ALDE, ES).  
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Disclaimer: this is an informal message intended to help journalists covering the work 
of the European Parliament. It is neither an official press release nor a 
comprehensive record of proceedings. 
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