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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Budgets, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Recalls that a high level of environmental and health protection in the Union is a 
precondition for economic prosperity, and that food and feed safety and mechanisms 
to help protect against natural and man-made disasters are of core value to all 
European citizens and, hence, to the European Parliament;

2. Is at the same time fully aware that the policies and financing instruments in the remit 
of this committee are small compared to other policy and financing instruments under
Headings 2 and 3 and do not receive as much attention as other programmes and 
funds; strongly rejects therefore any further reduction of funding of programmes and 
budget lines as the impact would not be tolerable; urges Member States especially to 
view the implementation of environmental and climate-friendly policies, actions and 
projects as a chance to foster growth and not as a burden;

3. Acknowledges that strong budgetary constraints exist at national level and that 
consolidation efforts are ongoing; points out, however, that the substantial European 
added value of the policies and financing instruments in the remit of this committee 
has to be borne in mind by the budgetary authorities when deciding on the Draft 
Budget (DB) 2016;

4. Recalls that Horizon 2020 will contribute to objectives in the remit of this committee 
with research projects in the areas of climate, health and environment; affirms its 
commitment to monitor the alignment of the projects with the corresponding 
objectives and the progress of their implementation;

5. Underlines that environmental research and innovation finds its centre of gravity in 
Horizon 2020's: "Climate action, environment, resource efficiency and raw materials", 
which has the objective of achieving a resource efficient and climate change resilient 
economy and society, protecting and sustainably managing natural resources and 
ecosystems and ensuring a sustainable supply and use of raw materials, in order to 
meet the needs of a growing global population within the sustainable limits of natural 
resources and eco-systems;

6. Notes that the EU Draft Budget for 2016 amounts to EUR 153,5 billion in 
commitment appropriations (including EUR 4,5 billion reprogrammed from 2014) and 
EUR 143,5 billion in payment appropriations; points out that, disregarding the effect 
of the reprogramming in 2015 and 2016, this corresponds to an increase of +2,4 % in 
commitments and +1,6 % in payments as compared to the 2015 budget; stresses that 
these overall moderate increases, following the path set by the MFF and accounting 
for inflation, represent almost no increase in real terms, which emphasises the 
importance of the efficiency and effectiveness of the spending;

7. Recalls that regarding payment appropriations, recent years have been very difficult 
and that implementation of Union policies has been hampered by severe constraints in 
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the level of authorised payment appropriations, leading to recurrent amending budgets 
to cover parts of the outstanding needs;

8. Urges the Council to refrain from making any cuts in policies and financing 
instruments in the remit of this committee;

9. Strongly rejects the possibility that, in case of insufficient payments in 2016, the 
Commission could decide, as it has done in the past, not to use commitment 
appropriations to the full, which would contravene Parliament's repeated commitment 
in the areas of environment, health, food and feed safety; concludes in addition that 
the lack of payments will damage the reputation of the Union as beneficiaries under 
the respective programmes are left unpaid;

10. Recalls that LIFE is the EU's financial instrument supporting environmental, nature 
conservation and climate action projects throughout the Union; highlights, in 
particular, the problems entailed by the lack of payment appropriation for the LIFE 
programme, which would impede and delay the proper implementation of this 
important programme; 

11. Welcomes the increase in the LIFE budget by EUR 27,7 million in the DB 2016; notes 
however that the LIFE programme constitutes a share of only 0,3% of the whole DB 
2016 and accounts for only 0,73% of Heading 2 (in commitments) and that these
percentages have remained stable over past years; 

12. Points out the paramount importance of investments in research and innovation in 
several areas which are under the remit of this committee and stresses that the budget 
2016 must appropriately reflect that such investments are a priority;

13. Recalls in particular the very substantial added value of the Union in medical research 
(e.g. research for paediatric and orphan medicines) and also in fighting cross-border 
health threats; against this background, deeply regrets that the public health 
programme, with a total amount in commitments of only EUR 62,2 million, which 
represents, as in previous years, a share of only 0,04% in commitments in the DB 
2016, does not fully reflect the importance of health as a value in itself and as a
prerequisite to promote growth;

14. Highlights that the Union has the highest standards for food safety in the world; 
therefore, also regrets that the food and feed programme, with a total amount in 
commitments of only EUR 264,1 million, which represents a share of only 0,17% in 
commitments in the DB 2016, does not fully reflect the importance of the issue of 
food and feed safety in the  Union;

15. Recalls that the Union Civil Protection Mechanism is a cornerstone of Union 
solidarity; recalls that the primary responsibility for the protection of people, as well 
as the environment and property, including cultural heritage, lies with Member States; 
underlines that the Union plays an "enabling role" to support, coordinate or 
supplement the actions of Member States in the prevention of, preparedness for, and 
response to disasters; welcomes the slight increase in the commitments for this 
programme;
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16. Recalls the paramount role of decentralised agencies in carrying out technical, 
scientific or managerial tasks that substantially help the Union institutions make and 
implement policies;

17. Believes that, as a general rule, decentralised agencies have to bear their fair share in 
cost savings as other institutions; notes that enhanced cooperation between agencies 
which are under this committee's remit (EEA, ECHA, ECDC, EFSA, EMA) and the 
continuous commitment to increase efficiency has already led to better spending and 
use of funds;

18. Recalls, moreover, the very important tasks that these five decentralised agencies 
perform, both for the European Commission and for the Union citizens, and also for 
external customers of the fee-earning agencies (e.g. ECHA, EMA); highlights, against 
this background, that it is paramount that these agencies receive adequate human and 
financial resources to be able to perform properly, independently and in a timely 
manner these demanding and paramount tasks;

19. Is, therefore, concerned about the approach taken by the Commission on decentralised 
agencies as the cuts imposed on them, especially in human resources, are unfair and 
inadequate in comparison to those imposed on other Union institutions; is determined 
to return to a proper case-by-case evaluation of respective needs for each agency;

20. Is in general not convinced that the externalisation of services aiming at reducing 
staffing establishment plans will be more cost-efficient in the long-run as service 
contractors need supervision and guidance, while looking for profit at the same time;

21. Stresses that pilot projects (PPs) and preparatory actions (PAs) are very valuable tools 
to initiate new activities and policies; reiterates that several ideas of this committee 
have been implemented successfully in the past; will therefore make further use of 
those instruments in 2016; encourages the full use of the margins available under each 
heading;

22. Calls on the Commission to set up a follow-up procedure to keep Parliament informed 
of the progress and level of implementation of PPs and PAs.


