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B8-0000/2015

European Parliament resolution on Towards a thriving data-driven economy
(2015/0000(RSP))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Communication of the Commission "Towards a thriving data-
driven economy" (COM(2014)0442),

– having regard to the question to the Commission on Towards a thriving data-driven 
economy (O-000000/2015 – B8-0000/2015),

– having regard to the motion for a resolution of the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy,

– having regard to Rules 128(5) and 123(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

Placing Big Data within the Digital Union strategy

1. Points out that decisions based on knowledge generated by Big Data bring a 5-6% 
increase in productivity and competitiveness and that the benefits from Big Data will 
bring 1.9% additional GDP growth per year; sees the potential of Big Data at the core of 
Europe's economic recovery;

2. Stresses that Big Data creates employment as the need for specialist Big Data staff will 
increase by 243% in the next five years to about 69000 people;

3. Recognizes the social and economic benefits associated with Big Data, especially in 
relation to public safety, open government, democracy and administration, scientific 
breakthroughs, manufacturing, banking, insurance, telecom, high tech, retail, geospatial, 
services, automotive, media and entertainment, energy and utilities;

4. Believes that the value of a company also resides in data; asks for awareness raising 
initiatives among SMEs of the asset value of their data and to ensure an enhanced role 
for SMEs as Research, Development and Innovation (RDI) providers to foster growth 
and establish Europe as a main player in Big Data;

5. Points out that data protection and Big Data opportunities are not mutually exclusive; 
urges that public policy shall foster opportunities such as in RDI, Internet of Things 
(IoT), Industrial Internet and the digitalization of the European economy while tackling 
technological and social challenges of Big Data such as lack of awareness, rules on 
access, control and ownership, trust in data safety, interoperability, portability, 
reusability, security, privacy, data protection, intellectual capital, accessibility,
infrastructure, market fragmentation and standards;

6. Stresses that the insufficient availability of broadband infrastructure, networked high 
performance computing infrastructure and cloud computing facilities hamper Big Data 
development, risking Europe to trail behind technologically and economically;

7. Supports the development of market-driven, voluntary and technology neutral 
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standards; recognizes preliminary work of forums such as ISA/IEC, ITU-T and NIST;

8. Urges the adoption of a more detailed, multi-layered and evidence-based action plan for 
advancing a data driven economy;

Investing in Big Data (Infrastructure and R&D)

9. Notes that Big Data depends on a wider ICT ecosystem to succeed, including IoT for 
sourcing, broadband networks for transporting and cloud computing for processing data;

10 Believes that the EU must direct R&D funding on Big Data innovation that brings 
aggregated added value for citizens, society and the economy; asks to better foster 
market entry of innovations and the development of new algorithms and analytical 
tools;

11. Takes note of the Commission's initiatives to create PPPs on Big Data; asks for a
platform on which these PPPs can share concerns, needs and requirements;

12. Welcomes the creation of Innovation Spaces that allow experimentation with Big Data; 
underlines that they shall serve as business incubators;

13. Encourages the Commission and Member States to increase investments in the area of 
fixed, mobile, cable and satellite infrastructure adjusted to the future requirements for 
the digital, connected economy, and to adopt policies that enable the IoT to flourish, 
such as making harmonized spectrum available for Short Range Devises, mobile and 
WiFi, expanding 5G technology, encouraging IPv6 deployment and addressing 
excessive license payments for standard-essential patents;

14. Believes that Horizon 2020's principle of "responsible innovation" should guide 
identifying opportunities to accelerate the market entrance of business and application 
opportunities;

15. Asks the Commission to ensure a future-proof development of cloud services in Europe 
without prescribing business models but to let markets develop adequate solutions;

Creating a Union market for Big Data

16. Welcomes that Big Data will bring more business opportunities and an increased 
availability of knowledge and capital;

17. Believes that the main technological impediment for a Union market for Big Data is the 
lack of a common interface framework to facilitate sensor and machine data 
communication as well as the communication between the virtual and physical world;

18. Asks the Commission to spur shared research in creating a common interface 
framework to reduce duplicate standards and ensure technical and semantic 
interoperability to follow a market-driven standard setting process;

19. Asks for addressing challenges of data security, interoperability, data limitation and 
storage, transparent transportation rules, cross-border mechanisms, open data exchange 
between administration, business, and civil society;

20. Asks for a future-proof regulatory environment that reflects the changing nature of the 
market is technology-neutral and creates a level playing field while avoiding excessive 
regulatory burden;
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Fostering start-ups, SMEs and mid-caps on Big Data

21. Recognizes the need for proactive service providers to promote the benefits of Big Data 
and foster trust of Big Data related technologies among SMEs; asks to set up a service 
interface helping SMEs to better us their own and public data;

22. Deplores the fact that many start-up ideas and SME opportunities are being lost or 
realized outside of Europe due to a lack of capital, technology and inclusion in research 
activity by existing players; asks to facilitate services that help with acquiring venture 
capital by bringing together institutions providing technology and infrastructure with 
start-ups providing application ideas;

Closing the skills gap

23. Calls on the Commission and Member States to promote the establishment of 
Innovation Spaces and clusters to help developing skills and creating a competitive 
advantage in intellectual capital;

24. Supports the investment in initiatives such as the Grand Coalition for Digital Jobs and 
the European e-Skills Week;

25. Demands that EU and Member States should step up their coordinated efforts to make 
Big Data an attractive vocational field;

26. Asks for initiatives that foster lifelong learning and tailored measures for elderly people 
and facilitate the access to education for professionals to widen their skills in Big Data. 

27. Supports initiatives to include coding related subjects in national curricula;

28. Asks to support the development of front end tools to allow casual end users in SMEs to 
develop new data driven business models;

VI. Involving society

29. Asks for initiatives to increase awareness of the benefits and the value that Big Data 
offers for society;

30. Welcomes the opportunities brought about by Big Data to increase popular participation 
and involvement such as in the form of e-democracy;

31. Points out that data analysis increase the benefits of Open Government Data by 
increasing the quality of government services, reinforcing evidence-based policy 
making and leading to substantial efficiency savings;

32. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council and the Commission.


